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FIRST     REPORT. 


The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  prevent  or  retard  the  settlement  of  the 
Eastern  Townships  in  the  Districts  of  Three  Rivers, 
St.  Francis,  and  Quebec,  and  to  report  on  the  most 
effectual  means  of  promoting  the  settlement  of  the  said 
Townships ;  and  to  whom  were  referred  several  Pe- 
titions on  the  same  subject,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers  and  records,  and  report  thereon  from  time  to 
time,  have  the  honor  to  present  their  First  Report : — 

Your  Committee  have  begun  to  investigate  the  subject 
submitted  to  their  consideration,  and  have  this  day  exa- 
mined A.  Polette,  Esquire,  M.  P.  P.,  as  a  witness.  This 
gentleman  has  given  his  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
and  laid  before  them,  as  forming  part  thereof,  a  certain 
pamphlet,  headed,  "  Le  Canadien  emigrant,  ou  pourquoi 
le  Canadien- Francais  quitte-t-il  le  Bas-Canada  P"  pub- 
lished on  the  31st  March  last,  by  the  Reverend  James 
Nelligan,  Cure,  and  others,  Missionaries  in  the  Eastern 
Townships  ;  both  the  evidence  and  the  said  pamphlet  are 
annexed  to  this  Report. 

Your  Committee  think  that  the  translation  into  Eng- 
lish of  the  said  evidence,  with  the  pamphlet  accompany- 
ing it,  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  such  of  the 
Members  as  do  not  understand  the  French  language  ; 
the  researches  and  investigations  which  the  Committee 
are  desirous  of  pressing  as  much  as  lies  in  their  power, 
would  thus  suffer  no  delay. 

Wherefore  Your  Committee  humbly  submit  the  above 
facts  to  the  consideration  of  Your  Honorable  House,  and 
recommend  the  translation  of  Mr.  Polette's  evidence,  to- 
gether with  the  above  mentioned  pamphlet,  into  the 
English  language. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  FORTIER, 

Chairman. 

18th  June,  1851. 


I  I  ^ wore 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Tuesday,  1 1th  June,  1 85 1 , 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Antoine  Polette,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee,  is  examined  as  follows  : — 

Be  pleased  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  are  the 
causes  which  have  retarded  the  settlement  of  the  Town- 
ships in  Lower  Canada? — Various  causes  have  contri- 
buted to  retard  the  settlement  of  the  Townships,  but  as 
they  are  amply  detailed  in  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  "  Lc 
"  Canadien  emigrant,  ou  pourquoi  le  Canadien-Frangais 
11  quitte-t-il le  Bas-Canada  ?"  published  on  the  thirty-first 
of  March  last,  by  the  Reverend  James  Nelligan,  Cure, 
and  others,  Missionaries  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  laying  that  document  before  the  Committee. 
I  could  give  no  better  answer  than  the  contents  of  that 
pamphlet  to  the  question  now  put  to  me,  nor  shall  I  say 
anything  in  addition  thereto. 


APPENDIX. 


THE 

FRENCH  CANADIAN   EMIGRANT; 

OR, 
Why  does  the  French  Canadian  abandon  Lower  Canada? 


To  declare  at  once,  openly  and  frankly,  that  it  is  our 
intention  to  inflict  on  the  public  a  long  essay  on  the  set- 
tlement of  waste  lands,  tired  as  it  must  be  of  that  endless 
subject,  so  often  treated  and  with  so  little  success,  would 
perhaps  be  a  sufficient  warning  to  close  the  book  at  once  ; 
and  yet,  with  that  probable  fate  before  us,  we  must  pray 
for  a  hearing. 

We  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  the  truth,  that  our 
task  is  a  difficult  one.  In  the  performance  of  a  work, 
which  is  emphatically  a  labor  of  love  and  of  patriotism,  we 
expect  to  rouse  the  ill-will  and  the  opposition  of  all  those 
whose  opinions,  perhaps  whose  interests,  are  crossed  by 
the  truths  which  we  must  tell.  Criticism  may  excite  a 
langh  at  such  labors  as  ours;  may  we  hope  that  it  will 
not  seriously  damage  our  cause  ? 

On  one  hand,  at  least,  we  find  encouragement.  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  General,  replying,  in  July, 
1848,  to  a  Memorial  presented  by  the  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Montreal,  uttered  expressions  which  gave  general  satis- 
faction throughout  Lower  Canada:  "His  Excellency  is 
of  opinion  that  the  future  greatness  and  prosperity  of 
Canada  will  depend,    in   great   measure,  on  the  profitable 


6 

use  of  the  lands  now  waste  and  unproductive,  and  His 
Excellency  considers  that  the  most  profitable  use  to  be 
made  of  them,  will  be  to  cover  them  with  a  population  of 
industrious,  moral,  and  contented  settlers." 

"  Let  us  spread  ourselves  widely  over  the  land,"  some 
one  has  said,  "that  is  the  right  way  to  preserve  our 
nationality."  Yes,  "  let  us  enter  on  the  land  and  possess 
it,"  in  all  its  breadth  ;  dear  as  it  is  to  us  on  many  accounts, 
let  us  transmit  it  to  our  children  improved,  covered,  em- 
bellished with  national  and  religious  monuments,  the 
work  of  our  hands.  Our  descendants  loving  it  as  we  do, 
will  bless  our  memory,  and  will  consider  themselves 
bound,  by  gratitude,  by  countless  traditions,  which  we 
shall  leave  behind  us,  to  preserve  their  country,  their 
language,  their  institutions,  laws,  customs,  manners  and 
character  ;  and  the  national  spirit  will  have  gained  a  new 
element  of  vitality.  He  were  no  Canadian,  no  French 
Canadian,  who  had  not  at  heart  the  speedy  settlement  of 
the  waste  lands  of  Lower  Canada  by  his  fellow  country- 
men. This  is  at  least  our  earnest  prayer,  and  the  impulse 
which  dictates  our  present  address. 

Like  many  others,  seeing  our  fellow  citizens  wander 
forth  to  a  foreign  land,  in  search  of  bread  and  liberty, 
thus  sacrificing  the  finest,  noblest  feelings  of  the  human 
heart — the  love  of  their  native  land — and  thinning  the 
population  year  by  year,  we  have  been  impelled  to  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  the  urgent,  the  paramount  duty  of  some 
one  to  labor  to  withstand  the  tide  of  emigration,  by  show- 
ing the  advantages  which  the  wanderers  abroad  leave 
behind  them,  the  resources  of  certain  sections  of  our 
country,  and  the  obstacles  which  might  prevent  the  easy 
acquisition  and  successful  culture  of  the  lands  of  their 
choice.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  say  that  those  whose  duty 
it  more  especially  was  to  care  for  these  matters,  have 
failed  in  that  duty.  No :  many  efforts  have  been  made, 
and  much  information  collected,  many  schemes  of  colo- 
nization have  been  broached  and  set  on  foot,  or  attempted 
to  be  set  on  foot.  But  have  these  schemes,  these  efforts 
been  successful  in  any  degree  corresponding  to  the  san- 
guine hopes  of  the  projectors  ?  We  think  not.  The 
question  then  arises,  "  Can  anything  be  done  at  this  late 


hour  to  favor  the  settlement  of  waste  lands  ?"  We 
sincerely  believe  there  can,  and  would  have  all  true 
lovers  of  their  country  to  believe  so  too. 

Of  those  who  have  been  led  to  consider  the  settlement 
of  the  waste  lands  of  the  country,  some,  involved  in  the 
questions  which  divide  political  parties,  have  hardly  found 
time  to  examine  the  true  state  of  things  with  their  own 
eyes  ;  others,  residing  too  far  from  the  sections  of  the 
country  most  favorable  and  most  accessible  to  coloniza- 
tion, have  failed  to  attain  that  accurate  knowledge  of 
details  which  is  needed  in  forming  and  carrying  out 
plans  for  moving  large  bodies  of  people  to  new  loca- 
tions, and  in  surmounting  the  obstacles  which  may  obstruct 
them.  Some,  themselves  great  proprietors,  had  interests 
of  their  own  to  consult,  and  did  consult  them,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  settlers,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
of  the  country  in  general ;  others,  friends  of  the  great 
proprietors,  and  lending  themselves  to  their  interests,  com- 
bined with  them  to  shackle  and  impede  the  movement. 
The  number  of  those  comprised  in  these  two  classes  is 
considerable,  and  their  influence  so  great,  that  it  may  be 
well  suspected  of  being  the  main  hindrance  to  the  success 
of  the  means  hitherto  used.  And  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  we  appeal  to  public  opinion,  well  assured  that  their 
private  interests  will  not  long  be  permitted  to  rival  and 
defeat  the  general  good  of  the  country,  and  that,  when- 
ever the  public  have  a  just  notion  of  the  right  means  of 
promoting  the  settlement  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  of  the  obstacles  which  lie  in  the  way,  the  task 
of  the  Legislator,  in  smoothing  the  way  and  removing 
the  obstacles,  will  be  an  easy  one. 

May  we  be  permitted  to  say  that  we  are,  more  than 
others,  competent  to  point  out  these  means — these  obsta- 
cles ?  We  may  certainly  claim  some  degree  of  authority 
in  the  consideration  of  the  matter.  Twelve  in  number, 
spread  over  a  part  of  the  country  which  deserves  more 
than  any  other  the  notice  of  our  emigrating  citizens,  and 
having  each  of  us  passed  more  or  Jess  time  in  the  Eastern 
Townships,  knowing  the  situation  of  the  settler,  through 
our  daily  and  familiar  intercourse  with  him,  we  consider 
the  task  belongs  of  right  to  us  of  making  the  country 
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which  we  inhabit,  and  its  numerous  advantages  known  to 
our  fellow  countrymen.  We  have  considered  it  a  duty, 
to  induce  those  of  our  brethren  who  are  about  to  quit 
their  native  homes,  not  to  leave  their  country  without 
first  visiting  the  Eastern  Townships,  and  making  them- 
selves quite  certain  that  they  will  find  superior  advantages 
elsewhere.  We  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  in  fact, 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  bare,  with  an  unflinching  hand, 
the  impediments  to  a  speedy  and  prosperous  settlement 
of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Townships,  and  to  shew  at  the 
same  time  the  means  of  removing  them,  in  order  that  we 
may  benefit,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  settler  and  the  coun- 
try in  general.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  we  have  col- 
lected all  the  facts  and  data  within  our  reach,  in  support 
of  the  measures  which  we  recommend,  and  that  our  mis- 
sion and  office  ought  to  raise  us  far  above  any  suspicion 
of  a  private  and  particular  interest,  to  be  furthered  by  this 
development  of  our  views. 

We  shall  strictly  confine  ourselves  to  the  statement  of 
facts  of  which  we  are  certain.  Our  suggestions  may  be 
unseasonable,  perhaps  futile,  even  impracticable.  The 
public  will  judge  of  these  particulars.  We  claim,  how 
ever,  its  favorable  construction  of  our  motives  and  our 
intentions. 

We  say  again,  that  what  we  are  about  to  advance  will 
relate  only  to  the  Eastern  Townships,  and  especially 
those  comprised  within  the  Districts  of  St.  Francis,  Three 
Rivers,  and  Quebec  ;  but  our  observations  on  these  may 
occasionally  apply  equally  to  the  settlement  of  other  parts 
of  the  country. 

THE    EASTERN    TOWNSHIPS. 

The  Eastern  Townships,  properly  so  called,  are  that 
great  extent  of  habitable  and  fertile  country,  contained 
between  the  Chambly  and  Chaudiere  Rivers  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  between  the  frontier  lines  of  Maine,  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire,  and  the  seigniories  of  the  Districts  of 
Montreal,  Saint  Francis,  Three  Rivers,  and  part  of  Quebec, 
in  the  other.  This  vast  territory  promises  to  become,  at 
no  distant  period,  the  richest,  the  most  populous,  and  the 
most  flourishing  part  of  Lower  Canada;  not  only  on  account 


of  its  climate,  milder  than  that  of  the  shores  of  the  Saint 
Lawrence,  of  the  immense  extent  of  excellent  and  fertile 
soil  which  it  includes,  and  of  its  abundant  streams  of  wa- 
ter; but  also,  and  more  especially, because  that  part  of  our 
fine  country  borders  on  the  territory  of  our  industrious 
neighbors,  and  must  be  traversed  by  the  main  lines  of 
communication  between  the  two  countries,  as  by  the  rail- 
road from  Montreal  to  Melbourne  on  the  Saint  Francis, 
and  from  Melbourne  to  Portland  on  the  Atlantic,  and 
soon  hereafter,  we  trust,  by  that  from  Melbourne  to 
Quebec. 

The  six  great  counties  which  the  Eastern  Townships 
comprise,  Sherbrooke,  Staustead,  Sheiford,  Missisquoi, 
Drummond  and  Megantic,  contain,  according  to  Mr. 
Bouchette's  computation,  4,886,400  acres  of  land,  and 
their  population  does  not,  according  to  the  (approximate) 
returns  of  the  Population  of  Lower  Canada  of  1848, 
exceed  69,168  souls.  In  order  to  arrive  at  an  (approxi- 
mate) estimate  of  the  numbers  which  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships might  contain,  we  will  suppose  that  two-thirds  only 
of  the  superficial  acres,  that  is  3,257,600  acres,  are  occu- 
pied, omitting  the  other  third  as  worthless  and  unproduc- 
tive, and  allow  one  hundred  acres  to  every  settler,  the 
result  will  be  32,576  landed  proprietors.  In  1842,  the 
number  of  rateable  landed  proprietors  in  Upper  Canada 
was  about  65.000,  the  number  of  acres  in  occupation, 
8613,591,  making  133  acres  each;  the  population  of 
Upper  Canada  was  then  486,055.  We  may  therefore 
conclude,  without  fear  of  being  charged  with  exaggera- 
tion, that  the  population  of  the  Eastern  Townships  will 
soon  reach  the  number  of  243,027  souls,  that  is  to  say,  a 
number  equal  to  half  the  entire  population  of  Lower 
Canada  in  1831.  We  would  have  the  reader  to  observe, 
that  the  computation  of  1,628,800  acres  as  unproductive, 
is  far  beyond  the  mark,  inasmuch  as  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships, like  Upper  Canada,  contain  tracts  of  land  consi- 
dered to  be  unproductive,  but  very  fit,  in  fact,  for 
cultivation,  and  needing  nothing  to  render  them  valuable, 
but  the  application  of  a  good  system  of  drainage. 

The  features  of  the  country,  which  we  are  describing, 
are   in  general  varied  and  exceedingly  interesting.     No 
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one  caD  have  travelled  from  Port  Saint  Francis  to  Rock 
Island,  especially  in  summer,  without  experiencing-  tin 
most  delightful  impressions.  What  are  the  scenes  which 
do  in  fact  present  themselves  as  we  advance  into  these 
Townships  ?  Here  a  valley  whose  fertility  is  strangely 
contrasted  with  the  gloomy  aspect  of  the  forest  we  have 
left,  there  the  eye  rests  in  the  distance  on  a  swelling  hill 
no  less  fertile,  whose  easy  slope  we  may  ascend  almost 
without  perceiving  it.  We  follow  the  course  of  the 
Saint  Francis.  At  certain  points  the  level  ground  is 
limited  to  the  breadth  of  the  road  ;  on  one  side,  we  see, 
hundreds  of  feet  below  us,  the  Saint  Francis;  on  the 
other  we  are  hemmed  in  by  a  steep  precipice,  rising  far 
above  our  heads.  Issuing  forth  from  a  defile,  the  perils 
of  which  are  not  devoid  of  attraction,  we  come  upon  a 
reach  of  the  river  here,  widened  by  an  island,  smiling 
with  verdure  ;  on  one  hand,  we  have  a  solitary  farm- 
house, or  a  little  hamlet  whose  neatness  and  even  ele- 
gance may  smooth  the  brow  of  the  most  ardent  specu- 
lator ;  on  the  other,  a  cascade,  a  factory,  a  mill,  around 
which  are  grouped  elegant  and  tasteful  dwellings,  and  no 
uncommon  object,  a  pretty  village  church. 

There  are  a  considerable  number  of  villages  in  the  in- 
habited part  of  the  Townships,  and  each  distinguished  by 
its  particular  kind  of  beauty.  In  one,  the  surrounding 
landscape  charms  the  eye ;  in  another  the  buildings  con- 
structed in  a  varied  and  capricious  style;  while  of  a  third 
the  most  striking  feature  is  its  situation,  at  the  foot  of  a 
mountain,  on  the  border  of  a  lake.  Every  Township,  in 
any  degree  settled,  has  its  village ;  some  possess  two. 
In  the  Township  of  Ascot  are  Sherbrooke  and  Lennox- 
ville  ;  in  Shipton,  Richmond  and  Danville  ;  in  Grantham, 
Drurnmondville ;  with  many  others  scattered  throughout 
the  various  Townships.  The  town  of  Sherbrooke  is  but 
a  village  more  considerable  than  the  rest,  and  yielding  in 
beauty  to  none.  The  nearer  we  approach  to  the  frontier 
the  greater  the  appearance  of  prosperity ;  and  there  the 
earliest  settlements  were  made. 

This  extensive  territory  is  abundantly  watered  :  by  the 
Saint  Francis,  which  has  two  main  springs,  namely,  Lake 
Saint  Francis,  situated  between  the  counties  of  Megantic 
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and  Sherbrooke,  and  Lake  Memphramagog,  upon  the 
frontier  of  Vermont;  by  the  rivers  Nicolet,  Becancotir, 
Chaudiere,  and  by  others  less  considerable.  The  river 
Magog,  passing  through  the  town  or"  Sherbrooke,  fur- 
nishes water-power  to  several  manufactories  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  paper,  and  pails.  As  soon  as  the  Railroad 
reaches  that  point,  the  water-power  of  the  Magog,  which 
is  considerable,  will  add  greatly  to  the  importance  of  the 
town.  The  river  Becancour  might  be  easily  made  navi- 
gable, by  means  of  a  cheap  canal,  from  the  falls  in  Inver- 
ness to  Black  Lake,  a  distance  of  only  fifty-one  miles. 
From  this  point,  the  Saint  Francis,  watering  the  Town- 
ships of  Garthby,  Weedon,  Dudswell,  Westbury  and 
Ascot,  affords  a  cheap  and  easy  means  of  communication 
with  Sherbrooke,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships. The  importance  of  this  water  communication, 
which  passes  through  a  tract  of  country,  a  hundred  and 
one  miles  in  length,  may  easily  be  conceived.  It  opens 
out  to  the  labors  of  the  agriculturist,  and  the  enterprise 
of  the  merchant,  the  beautiful  valley  watered  by  the  Be- 
cancour and  the  Saint  Francis,  destined  to  become,  one 
day,  one  of  the  richest  sections  of  the  Eastern  Townships. 

Throughout  the  vast  tract  of  country  we  are  describ- 
ing, we  find  a  great  number  of  petty  streams,  affording 
water-power,  which  might  be  turned  to  profitable  account 
with  no  great  outlay  of  capital.  Here  we  may  remark 
that  the  Townships  are  free  from  the  burthens  of  the 
Seigniorial  Tenure  ;  and  we  accordingly  find  mills  and 
factories  in  all  the  settled  parts  of  the  country.  They 
are,  therefore,  destined  to  become  the  seat  of  manufac- 
tures :  and  the  abundant  water-power  will  be  a  perennial 
source  of  wealth. 

Much  eloquence  of  disquisition  has  heretofore  been  ex- 
pended on  this  question  of  settling  the  Townships ;  and, 
to  a  certain  point,  we  cannot  refuse  our  assent  to  its  state- 
ments. A  barren  assent  is,  however,  nothing  to  the 
purpose.  At  the  risk  of  being  considered  tedious,  we 
must  enter  into  details,  even  of  a  minute  character,  and 
invoke  the  patience  of  the  reader  accordingly. 

A  prejudice  is  entertained  by  many  persons  against  the 
fertility  of  a  certain  description  of  land  in  the  Townships, 
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and  it  happens  to  be  precisely  that  which  is  the  BOtt  *F 
gible  for  the  new  settler.     We  mean  the  high  hard-wood 

lands. 

The  Eastern  Townships  are  mostly  mountainous,  and 
this   quality  contributes   not  a   little  to  confer  the  pic- 
turesque  beauty  described    above.     In    such  a  country, 
there  are  lands  of  every  kind  :  low  interval,  always  diffi- 
cult to  clear  and  drain ;  and  high  hard-wood  land,  easy 
to  be  cleared,  and  requiring  no  artificial  drainage.     This 
definite  distinction  ought  to  show  sufficiently  the  supe- 
riority of  the  high  lands.     On  these  latter  the  trees  stand 
far  apart,  and  the  land  is  cultivable  before  the  stumps  are 
rotted  out.     They  are  likewise  naturally  drained,  so  that, 
in  the  very  first  year,  after  the  labor  of  clearing  is  com- 
pleted, a  crop  may  be  raised,  often  the  best  they  ever 
yield  ;  the  soil  makes  a  grateful  and  immediate  return  to 
its  proprietor  for  the  preference  by  which  he  has  distin- 
guished it.     Not  so,  however,  with  the  low  interval  lands  ; 
these  cannot  be  cultivated  until  the  stumps  are  all  removed, 
or  nearly  so,  a  work  of  great  expense,   if  sought  to  be 
effected  in  less  than  ten  years,  while  considerable  labor  is 
requisite  in  draining  before  the  crop  can  be  put  in.     The 
hard-wood   stumps  soon  rot,  and  are  extracted  without 
trouble,  in  six  or  seven  years  after  the  clearing  of  the 
land.     Meantime  the  settler  can  work  his  land  without 
much  trouble.     The  hard-wood  ashes  become  black  salts, 
which  often   pay  for  the  clearing  of  the  land.     It  were 
lost  time  to  make  black  salts  out  of  soft-wood  ashes,  on 
account  of  the  small  proportion  which  they  yield.     It  will 
be  easily  understood  that  it  is  much  less  expensive  to 
make  and  keep  up  the  roads  on  high  than  on  low  lauds 
difficult  of  drainage.     It  is  moreover  acknowledged,  that 
the  grass  which  grows  on  the  uplands  is  superior  to  the 
produce  of  the  intervals  ;  and  this  is,  perhaps,  the  true  cause 
of  the  superiority  of  the   Township  cattle  over  others, 
It  is  a  recognized  fact,  that  cattle  six  or  seven  years  old, 
which  seem  to  have  attained  their  growth  in  the  Seignio- 
ries, being  sent  to  graze  in  the  Townships,  continue  to 
increase   in   size  in  a  wonderful  manner.     Are  we  not 
to  ascribe  this   to  the  excellent  quality  of  the  grass  and 
the  pasturage  ?      We  are    in   no   condition  to   make  the 
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assurance,  but  a  few  facts,  in  lupport  of  the  supposition, 
would  pot  appear  to  be  misplaced. 

About  eighteen  years  ago,  a  Canadian  family  arrived 
in  the  spring-  to  settle  in  Kingsey.  It  consisted  of  the 
father,  mother,  and  nine  young  children.  As  a  father  of 
a  family  he  must  have  possessed  unusual  courage,  inas- 
much as  all  his  capital  consisted  of  three  weeks'  provi- 
sions, and  furniture  in  a  proportion  equally  scanty.  In 
three  weeks  this  hardy  pioneer  had  made  black  salts 
enough  to  lay  in  a  new  stock  of  provisions.  The  same 
spring  he  put  in  a  crop/and  that  and  his  labor  sufficed 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  family  through  the  twelve 
months.  In  the  following  spring  he  was  able  to  sow  a 
more  considerable  breadth,  and  ever  since  has  continued 
to  prosper.  His  land  is  paid  for,  his  children  are  settled, 
and  he  is  now  in  easy  circumstances. — For  many  years  an 
Irish  family,  having  settled  on  low  land  in  Grantham, 
struggled  with  a  degree  of  indigence  bordering  on  men- 
dicity, when  they  determined  to  abandon  an  ungrateful 
soil.  They  settled  on  high  land  in  Durham.  By  de- 
grees their  condition  was  improved,  and  they  wTere  ena- 
bled to  educate,  at  one  of  the  first  institutions,  a  member 
of  the  family  whom  we  could  name,  were  we  not  prevented 
by  delicacy  towards  a  person,  who  now  fills  an  eminent 

position  in  society It  were  easy  to  multiply  instances  of 

this  kind.  Many  facts,  which  might  illustrate  our  position 
have  also,  no  doubt,  escaped  our  researches.  But,  it  is 
objected,  these  lands  are  stony,  rocky,  and  soon  worn 
out.  Facts  must  again  furnish  our  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion. There  is  in  Shipton  a  farmer,  who,  twenty  years 
ago,  was  only  a  day-laborer.  It  may  be  interesting  to 
inquire  what  is  the  surplus  produce  of  his  farm  at  this 
day.  We  will  take  the  present  year,  which  does  not  differ 
from  the  preceding  ones,  giving  round  numbers,  in  which 
we  pledge  ourselves,  however,  that  there  is  no  exaggera- 
tion. This  prosperous  farmer  has  sold,  since  the  autumn, 
cattle  to  the  amount  of  £75 ;  pork,  for  £22  10s. ;  butter, 
for  £50  or  £60 ;  the  hay  which  he  can  spare  will  bring 
him  £20  or  £30,  and  the  potatoes  £12  10s.,  or  there- 
abouts The  produce  of  his  farm,  therefore,  brings  him 
in    yearly  a   handsome  income  of  £200.      We  beg  the 
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reader  to  take  notice  that  all  the  articles  above  mentioned 
are  over  and  above  what  he  makes  use  of  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  family  and  of  his  numerous  cattle  and 
other  live  stock.  This  is  pretty  well  for  land  which  is 
"  soon  worn  out."  Three  other  farmers,  settlers  of  the 
same  standing,  and  in  the  same  neighborhood,  on  the 
most  stony  land  in  the  country,  have  succeeded  nearly  as 
well.  One  of  them  derives  a  satisfactory  revenue  from 
the  very  stones  which  have  been  made  a  subject  of  re- 
proach to  his  farm.  A  quarry,  yielding  stone  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality,  has  been  opened  upon  it,  which  serves  to 
make  lime;  and  when  dressed,  is  made  use  of  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge  for  the  railroad  over  the  Saint 
Francis  at  Richmond.  It  is  useless  to  multiply  instances. 
What  some  have  done,  cannot  all  do  ?  If  all  do  not 
succeed  equally  well,  we  should  not  at  any  rate  blame 
the  soil,  while  the  fault  lies  rather  in  the  mode  of  culture. 
And  this  advantage  attends  the  Canadian  settlers  in 
Townships,  already  in  part  settled  by  foreigners,  that 
they  acquire  from  them  a  better  system  of  farming, 
especially  applicable  to  high  lands,  on  which  the  ordinary 
or  routine  system  would  find  no  success. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  Townships  settled  exclu- 
sively by  Canadians  have  made  no  progress;  while  in 
other  Townships,  such  as  Halifax,  Somerset,  Stanfield, 
Arthabaska,  Chester  and  Warwick,  Canadian  settlers,  on 
lands  very  similar,  have  succeeded  very  well,  because  they 
have  adopted  the  plans  and  management  of  the  foreign 
settlers  of  the  neighborhood.  They  have  had  a  kind  of 
model-farm  constantly  before  them,  and  have  profited  by 
it.  If  we  have  trespassed  too  long  on  the  patience  of 
the  reader,  it  is  with  a  view  to  overcome  a  prejudice 
unfavorable  to  colonization.  Another  word  before  clos- 
ing this  chapter  :  those  who  prefer  the  low  lands  have 
hope  for  their  reward ;  the  others,  solid  profit.  Can  any 
one  hesitate  in  the  choice  he  ought  to  make  ? 

It  would  not  here  be  out  of  season  to  protest  against 
the  unmeasured  reproaches  cast  on  the  Canadians  of  the 
Townships  for  their  poverty.  Truly  there  are  among 
them,  as  elsewhere,  some  who  are  none  of  fortune's 
favorites.     The  very  nature   of  things   shows    that  this 
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must  ever  be  the  case  in  :i  new  settlement.  Particular 
circumstances  have  co-operated  with  ordinary  causes  to 
impede  the  advancement  of  the  French  Canadian  in  the 
Eastern  Townships.  These  we  shall  find  occasion  to 
unveil  hereafter.  Meanwhile  we  may  safely  assert  that, 
after  a  fair  comparison,  the  new  settlements  in  the  Town- 
ships have  progressed,  these  ten  or  a  dozen  years  past, 
in  a  greater  ratio  than  these  of  the  Seigniories. 

Our  preceding  statements  ought  to  show  sufficiently  to 
the  most  incredulous  the  fertility  of  those  lands  which 
have  been  most  decried  as  barren.  Yes,  the  lands  of  the 
Townships  are  indeed  fertile;  and  this  fertility,  combined 
-with  the  other  advantages  which  they  offer  to  the  settler, 
renders  them  the  most  desirable  in  the  country,  and  is  a 
reason  why  the  French  Canadian  would  vainly  seek  else- 
where an  equal  amount  of  prosperity.  The  salubrious 
climate  of  this  part  of  the  country  assures  to  him  as  much 
health  as  may  depend  on  climate.  Its  rich  soil,  its  water- 
power,  its  minerals,  its  timber — so  capable  of  being  turned 
to  profitable  account — and  a  system  of  agriculture  more 
perfect,  it  must  be  confessed,  than  that  which  prevails  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  even  the  breeds  of  domestic 
animals,  superior  to  those  of  the  Seigniories,  form  a  com- 
bination of  advantages  which  will  always  guarantee  to 
him  a  supply  of  necessaries  and  even  superfluities  greater 
than  any  other  locality  in  Lower  Canada  can  offer. 

Why  then  should  the  French  Canadian  emigrate  to  a 
foreign  country  ?  Does  he  seek  a  larger  share  of  the 
goods  of  Fortune?  If  Fortune  smiles  on  him  in  a 
foreign  land,  he  may  perhaps  realize  a  portion  of  his 
wishes  ;  but  the  respect,  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
the  prosperity  which  he  may  enjoy  among  foreigners,  will 
never  make  him  forget  his  country.  Staying  in  his  native 
land,  can  he  not  enjoy  all  these  things  amidst  his  brethren, 
his  friends,  his  fellow-countrymen  ?  In  the  land  of  his 
exile,  will  the  sun  shine  as  pleasantly  on  him  as  in  his  own 
native  country  ?  At  the  last  closing  scene,  new  friends 
may  gather  round  his  death-bed ;  will  they  be  able  to 
efface  from  his  memory  the  friends  of  his  childhood,  the 
brig  lit  hours  of  his  infancy  ?  or  will  she  be  there,  who 
watched  over  him  in  the  cradle,  who  has  shed  many  bitter 
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tears   for    his   absence?   will   she  be  thereto  receive   In- 
last  sigh,  and  lighten  to  him  the  dark  horrors  of  the  tomb  ? 

But  we  are  wandering  from  the  subject.  Hitherto  we 
have  looked  only  on  the  advantages  offered  by  our  Town- 
ship lands;  we  have  passed  unnoticed  the  obstacles  which 
obstruct  the  settler.  They  exist,  however,  and  some  of 
a  nature  not  now  to  be  removed ;  to  others  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  apply  the  appropriate  remedy. 

To  the  emigrant,  it  is  no  matter  of  reproach  that  he 
lias  quitted  his  country.  It  is  vain  to  invite  him  to  share 
the  advantages  to  be  found  at  home,  if  these  advantages 
are  more  than  counterbalanced  by  obstacles  which  he  can 
never  overcome.  Our  appeal  lies  then  to  those  whom 
their  position  and  their  influence  enable  to  provide  a  reme- 
dy for  these  crying  evils.  From  their  hands  the  country 
expects  prompt  action,  unremitting  efforts,  until  these 
obstacles,  are  as  far  as  possible,  swept  away. 

It  is  no  half-measures  which  are  now  called  for  ;  we 
demand  prompt,  decisive,  energetic  action — above  all,  we 
would  have  despatch.  Each  day,  each  year's  delay, 
is  the  loss  of  so  much  profit  to  our  fellow-citizens ;  an 
advantage  never  to  be  regained.  It  is  no  time  to  hesitate, 
when  we  know,  beyond  a  doubt,  by  the  report  of  the 
Special  Committee  named  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and 
extent  of  the  emigration  to  the  United  States,  that,  dur- 
ing the  five  years  preceding  1849,  more  than  25,000  of 
our  fellow-countrymen  quitted  Canada.  If  our  country 
had,  like  Ireland,  an  excess  of  population  to  be  driven 
forth ;  if  the  true-born  child  of  the  soil  could  not  acquire 
in  it  his  portion,  on  which  he  might  settle  and  gain  honor- 
able bread  ;  if,  in  his  native  country,  the  lot  of  the  French 
Canadian  was  to  be  only  beggary,  then  the  emigration  of 
our  fellow-countrymen  would  be  a  blessing,  not  a  cala- 
mity. But  it  is  not.  so.  And  is  not  then  this  emigration 
of  our  brethren  from  a  country  still  in  its  infancy,  of  the 
lands  of  which  a  small  part  only  are  cleared,  and  which 
needs  to  import  men  and  capital  from  other  countries,  a 
subject  of  astonishment?  Ought  not  the  bare  fact,  (to 
make  use  of  the  very  expressions  of  the  Committee,)  to 
"  awaken  the  attention  of  the  legislator,  and  urge  him  to 
inquire,  whether  all  bo  indeed  well  in  an  order  of  things. 
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which  it  is  his  duty  to  direct  and  modify?  whether  it  be 
the  fruit  of  nature  herself  denying-  his  due  advantages  to 
the  child  of  the  soil  which  banishes  him,  or  whether  it  be 
not  rather  the  fault  of  society,  which  has  neglected  to 
open  out  to  her  child  the  free  field  which  nature  spread 
before  him  ?"' 

Must  not  every  true  Canadian  bewail  the  daily  loss  of 
so  large  a  number  of  families  who  abandon  the  fairest 
portions  of  their  country  and  its  institutions  to  seek  the 
States  of  Maine  and  Vermont?  Have  we  made  efforts 
worthy  of  the  cause  to  retain  our  brethren  on  their  native 
soil  ?  Has  nature  been  ungracious  and  niggardly  to  our 
country  ?  Far  from  this,  for  whom  has  she  done  more 
than  for  the  inhabitant  of  Lower  Canada  ?  If  these  be 
questions  to  any  requiring  solution,  let  him  cast  his  eyes 
on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  from  the  river 
Chambly  to  the  Chaudierc,  on  our  magnificent  forests  of 
elm,  maple,  pine,  hickory,  bass  wood,  ash,  and  tamarack, 
on  which  the  axe  of  the  pioneer  has  not  yet  struck  a  blow  ; 
let  him  consider  the  rivers,  the  lakes,  the  streams,  so  bene- 
ficial to  mechanic  industry  ;  let  him  admire,  in  the  days  of 
harvest,  the  riches  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  the 
Eastern  Townships ;  and  let  him  then  say  whether  our 
efforts  to  people  the  most  important  section  of  our  beau- 
tiful country  do  not  deserve  our  utmost  zeal ;  let  him  tell 
us  whether  to  withstand  the  progress  of  an  emigration  so 
fatal,  so  ruinous,  it  is  not  his  own  bounden  duty  to  unite 
with  us  in  opposing  to  it  a  sufficient  barrier  ? 

The  eloquent  and  zealous  father  of  this  almost  national 
cause,  the  Abbe  O'Reilly,  first  invited  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  Eastern  Townships,  and  his  patriotic 
appeal  met  with  a  ready  and  a  general  answer.  Asso- 
ciations were  organized  at  Quebec,  Montreal,  Three 
Rivers,  and  several  other  places.  The  Government,  to 
its  honor  be  it  said,  liberally  seconded  the  motion,  by  at 
once  lowering  the  price  of  the  Crown  Lands  in  certain  of 
the  Townships,  and  even  making  free  grants  in  oiheis. 
But  has  every  thing  been  done  that  could  be  done? 
Does  no  part  of  the  work  remain  in  abeyance  ?  If  the 
Legislature — sole  possessor  of  the  power — stops  short  in 
the  prosecution   of  the  work,   in   the  performance  of  a 
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sacred  duty,  from  whence  and  from  whom  can  this  richly- 
endowed,  this  heavily  oppressed  district,  expect  the  deve- 
lopment of  its  resources.  We  declare,  with  painful  feel- 
ings indeed,  hut  with  the  sincerest  conviction  of  its  truth, 
that  much  more  than  has  been  done  remains  to  do ;  and, 
with  a  firm  conviction  of  its  truth  also,  we  can  endorse 
that  momentous  declaration  of  MM.  Cartierand  Labruere 
of  St.  Hyacinthe,  u  the  settlement  of  the  wild  lands  is 
probably  the  most  important  work  which  the  Government 
has,  at  the  present  moment,  on  its  hands." 

For  these  two  years  past,  Parliament  has  not  ceased  to 
inquire,  through  its  committees,  concerning  the  means  to 
be   adopted  in  order  to  keep  our  young  men  at  home. 

From  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  the  answer 
has  been  unanimous:  Find  lands  for  them  where  they 
may  settle  on  favorable  terms ; — Remove  the  obstacles 
which  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  wild  lands  in  the 
Eastern  Townships  ; — Open  free  communication  by  land 
and  water ; — Improve  the  main  lines  of  road  already 
open  ; — Give  us  speedily  an  efficient  road  law  ; — and  you 
cannot  fail  to  heal  this  spreading  ulcer  of  the  country,  the 
self-banishment  of  our  youth, — "  the  main-spring  of  our 
country's  wealth,"  as  the  Abbe  Ferland  rightly  calls 
them. 

Thus  the  causes  unfavorable  to  colonization  are  these  : 
— the  high  price  of  land  ;  the  burdensome  conditions  im- 
posed by  certain  great  proprietors  ;  occasionally  the  utter 
impossibility  of  acquiring  land,  inasmuch  as  the  proprietor 
is  unknown  ;  and  the  want  of  roads,  and  free  communi- 
cations by  land  and  water ;  but  the  master  evil  consists  in 
this,  that  a  large  part  of  the  Eastern  Township  lands 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  small  number  of  proprietors, 
whose  only  aim  is  speculation.     These  are  the  obstacles. 

Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  speedily  removing  these, 
it  becomes  our  part  to  suggest,  with  sincere  humility,  the 
means  which  we  think  best  adapted  to  the  happy  end. 
These  are  :— 

1.  To  lay  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  all  wild 
lands  belonging  to  the  Crown,  to  the  Clergy  Reserves, 
and  to  the  largo  landholders. 
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2.  To  establish  an  efficient  road-law,  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  circumstances  of  the  locality. 

3.  To  open  good  lines  of  communication,  and  improve 
the  principal  roads  already  made. 


I.  To  lay  a  Tax  op  one  penny  per  Acre  on  all 
Wild  Lands. 
With  bitter  grief  we  have  it  to  say,  that  in  this  most 
important  section  of  our  country  the  larger  part  of  the 
unconceded  lands  has  passed  from  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment. Show  us  the  Canadian,  who  has  one  spark  of  love 
for  his  country,  that  does  not  burn  with  indignation  at  the 
monopolizing  of  vasts  tracts  of  land  by  men,  who  not 
only  themselves  refuse  to  occupy  them,  but  by  every  spe- 
cies of  exaction  prevent  others  from  settling  on  them ! 
Judging  by  the  letters-patent  granting  these  lands,  the 
sales  were  always  made  by  Government,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  furthering  rather  than  retarding  their  settlement ; 
but  the  privileged  class  of  proprietors  have  defeated  that 
intention,  by  raising  the  prices  of  land,  and  fixing  them 
at  a  rate  which  renders  them  unattainable ;  and  they  have 
succeeded  in  shamefully  diverting  to  their  own  profit  and 
advantage  the  harvest  of  the  settlers'  toil.  Is  it  matter, 
then,  of  surprise  that  the  youth  of  Canada  flee  the  country  ? 
The  means  of  the  population  not  answering  the  abomina- 
ble expectations  of  these  great  monopolists,  is  it  matter  of 
surprise  that  the  excess  of  population,  reared  in  the  old 
settlements,  should  go  to  seek  in  a  neighboring  country 
the  protection  from  injustice  which  they  cannot  find  at 
home  ?  Have  we  not  a  right  to  say,  and  to  be  believed 
when  we  say,  that  this  is  thetruecause  of  "ruin  and  decay" 
in  Lower  Canada  ?  Yes,  these  large  proprietors,  barring 
the  natural  spread  of  the  population,  are  mainly,  particu- 
larly, and  more  than  all  other  causes,  the  authors  of  the 
self-banishment  of  our  fellow-countrymen;  the  bright 
future  of  our  country  is  thus  offered  up  a  sacrifice  to  the 
sordid  interests  of  those  who  traffic  in  its  necessities. 
There  is  matter  for  deep  and  bitter  reflection  in  the  fact, 
that  while  Lower  Canada  freely,  liberally,  opens  her 
bosom  to  the  emigrant  from  Europe,  the  descendants  of 
its  first  settlers,  whose  patient  and  persevering  industry 
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in  peace,  and  whose  bravery  in  war,  have  done  every  tiling 
for  the  improvement  and  the  defence  of  this  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions,  (the  very  expressions  used  by  His 
Excellency  in  his  answer  to  the  address  before  quoted,) 
are  driven  to  quit  their  native  soil,  to  seek  a  home  in  a 
land  where  their  beloved  traditions  and  institutions  are 
unknown. 

The  Abbe  Ferland,late  Principal  of  Nicolet  College, 
in  his  answer  to  the  questions  addressed  to  him  by  the 
Special  Committee,  (29th  May,  1849,)  says :  "  Between 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  and  the  United  States  frontier, 
the  cultivable  lands  may  be  divided  into  three  belts,  run- 
ning parallel  to  the  river."  "  The  nearest  belt  to  the  St. 
Lawrence  includes  the  Seigniories,  in  which  there  are 
still  lands  to  be  had."  The  second  belt  is  15  leagues  in 
breadth  by  25  or  30  leagues  in  length.  The  third  belt 
extends  to  the  frontier.  It  is  this  portion  which  has  been 
thrown  open  by  the  patriotism  of  our  ministers  to  the 
youth  of  Lower  Canada.  "  The  second  belt,"  says  M. 
Ferland,  "  divided  among  a  small  number  of  large  land- 
holders, has  become  the  domain  of  monopoly.  The 
laborer  there  is  made  use  of  with  admirable  patience  and 
intelligence  ;  and  when  his  last  drop  of  swreat  has  been 
gathered,  and  his  last  rag  torn  from  him,  he  is  sent  back 
to  the  Seigniories,  or  driven  towards  the  United  States. 
He  is  at  liberty  to  go  forth,  at  the  head  of  his  family,  to 
increase  the  crowd  of  French  Canadian  beggars." 

The  Townships  of  Nelson,  Inverness,  Dorset,  Tring, 
Somerset,  Maddington,  Halifax,  Wolfstown,  Blandford, 
Stanfold,  Arthabaska,  Warwick,  Chester,  Bulstrode, 
Kingsey,  Horton,  Aston,  Windsor,  Tingwick,  Shipton, 
Acton,  &c,  and  a  number  of  others,  are  included  within 
this  second  belt,  and  we  are  bound  to  confess  and  declare, 
that  these  vast  domains,  the  property  of  large  proprietors, 
remain  an  insurmountable  barrier  between  the  old  settle- 
ments of  the  seigniories  and  the  new  settlements  of  the 
Eastern  Townships. 

"  Agriculture  in  the  Townships,"  says  Mr.  Elisha  Gus- 
tin,  of  Stanstead,  in  his  answer  to  the  Special  Committee, 
"  is  generally  speaking,  in  a  depressed  and  embarrassed 
condition,  especially  among  the  ordinary  class  of  farmers." 
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"  This  state  of  things  results  from  the  enormous  prices  de- 
manded for  land  by  the  great  landholders."  "  The  poor 
settler  is  cruelly  harrassed  by  them,  and  is  often  driven, 
unremunerated  for  his  arduous  toil,  from  the  land  which  he 
has  cleared."  u  Thus,  places  which  now  appear  deserted, 
and  threaten  to  become  a  second  time  a  wilderness,  should 
be  the  abodes  of  men,  and  teem  again  with  plenty."  If  the 
speculations  of  these  great  proprietors  were  but  the  legi- 
slate use  of  the  fruits  of  honest  industry,  the  results  of 
improvements,  or  the  fair  returns  of  capital  invested  in 
these  lands,  such  speculations  would  be  in  the  natural 
order  of  things,  and  nothing  could  be  objected  to  the 
process.  But  they  are  far  from  possessing  such  a  charac- 
ter of  justice  and  equity.  Let  us  consider  for  a  moment 
how  these  things  are  really  managed.  Many  of  the  great 
landholders  are  unknown  ;  whether  it  be  that  they  find 
their  advantage  in  keeping  out  of  sight,  in  order  to  come 
at  a  later  date,  and  expel  from  his  farm — improved  by 
years  of  toil — an  honest  settler,  who  awaited  but  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  owner  to  pay  its  just  value ;  or  whether 
they  find  it  profitable  to  keep  aloof,  in  order  to  evade  the 
statute  labor  which  they  ought  to  share.  Others,  residing 
far  from  these  their  possessions,  take  little  thought  about 
a  property  of  comparatively  small  value  so  situated.  Oc- 
casionally these  different  parties  litigate  the  possession  of 
certain  lands,  and  law-suits  are  sometimes  lengthened  out 
for  years,  so  as  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  settle- 
ment. Others  have  agents,  duly  authorized  to  sell  lands, 
and  receive  the  price  of  them,  and  well  skilled  in  collect- 
ing the  value  of  the  timber  cut  on  their  lots,  but  vested 
with  no  authority  to  pay  their  due  contributions  for  roads 
and  other  necessary  works.  Until  lately,  these  agents 
could  not  be  sued  for  their  neglect  to  perform  their  sta- 
tute labor  for  the  lands  of  which  they  are  constituted  the 
guardians.  So  that  these  fortunate  landholders  have 
succeeded,  by  the  help  of  a  little  sleight  of  hand  like  this, 
in  evading  their  share  of  public  statute  labor,  without 
losing  a  farthing  of  the  revenue  of  their  lands,  and  have 
thus  been  able  to  throw  on  the  small  band  of  new  settlers, 
during  their  early  struggles  in  a  newly  opened  Town- 
ship, the  heavy  burden  of  making  and  repairing  bridges, 
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roads,  &c,  unless  the  latter  choose  to  do  without  them, 
und  to  put  up  with  a  state  of  things  which  they  only  can 
understand,  whose  portion  it  has  been  to  travel  roads 
forming  the  outlets  of  new  clearings.  Of  course  the 
more  extensive  and  numerous  the  clearings  in  a  locality, 
— the  greater  the  amount  of  roads,  drainage,  and  other 
improvements, — the  greater  the  value  the  adjacent  wild 
lands ;  but  the  value  added  to  them,  by  these  means,  can- 
not justly  be  said  to  belong  to  the  great  proprietors.  Not 
their  labour,  their  capital,  have  given  to  them  this  added 
value,  but  the  labour  of  the  settler — the  sweat  of  the  set- 
tler's brow. 

We  have  painted  the  relation  between  the  early  settler 
and  the  large  landholder,  in  its  least  offensive  colours. 
How  many  are  there  of  the  latter,  who  are  not  satisfied 
with  merely  evading  their  due  share  of  statute  labour, 
with  the  results  of  that  slow-moving  process  by  which 
the  working  man  adds  value  to  their  domains !  In  the 
hands  of  certain  of  them,  a  farm  becomes  a  very  pitfall. 
A  man  takes  possession  of  it,  in  good  faith,  buoyant  with 
hope,  heedless  of  the  fate  which  awaits  him.  Too  soon, 
after  a  few  years'  occupation,  does  he  find  out  the  trap 
into  which  he  has  fallen,  and  is  driven  forth  in  rags  and 
poverty.  Another  succeeds  to  his  hopes,  and  to  his  dis- 
appointment. These,  we  may  be  told,  are  the  excep- 
tions, such  barbarity  is  not  the  common  law.  Unhappily 
facts  in  our  possession  which  we  will  cite,  vouch  but  too 
well  for  its  prevalence. 

What  is  the  price  of  lands  in  Stanfold,  Somerset,  Ha- 
lifax, Chester,  &c.  ?  Usually  from  twelve  to  seventeen 
shillings  per  acre ;  one  proprietor,  in  Acton,  asks  twenty- 
five  shillings  per  acre  ;  and  in  Arthabaska,  the  exorbitant 
and  impudent  demand  has  been  made  of  forty-six  shillings 
and  eight  pence  per  acre,  for  lands  situated  on  the  Pro- 
vincial road.  Several,  who  had  occupied  some  of  those 
lands  for  years,  where  thus  obliged,  by  the  enormous 
price  asked,  to  abandon  their  improvements.  It  is  right 
to  observe,  by  the  way,  that  the  owner  holds  no  less 
than  10,000  acres,  a  grant  from  Government,  dated  30th 
September,  1802 ;  and  that  at  this  rate  of  valuation, 
the  fifty-four  lots  which  compose  his  fair  domain,  would 
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produce  £25,200  for  wood  lots !  In  fine,  since  the  great 
Proprietors  are  aware  that  the  railroad,  from  Montreal 
:o  Richmond,  will  cut  through  their  lands,  some  refuse  to 
Mil,  at  any  price,  lots  which  had  been  settled  on  and 
cleared  in  good  faith  ;  and  the  poor  pioneer  is  driven  from 
the  soil  which  he  has  watered  with  the  drops  of  his  heart's 
toil,  which  he  has  painfully  redeemed  from  the  wilderness, 
and  invariably  without  pay  or  reward. 

Such  is  the  fate  reserved  this  year  for  a  dozen  fami- 
lies in  Stanfold.  Two  months  are  hardly  passed,  since 
several  settlers,  in  the  north  part  of  Halifax,  were  noti- 
fied to  quit  their  lands.  Poor  wretches,  worn  down  al- 
ready with  toil  and  privations  of  all  kinds,  whither  will 
you  flee  for  protection  and  for  refuge  ?  Will  you  again 
venture  on  the  painful  career  of  a  pioneer  ?  How  much 
rather  may  we  fear,  that  you  will  seek  your  bread  in  a 
foreign  land,  at  the  cost,  which  too  many  pay,  of  your  re- 
ligion and  your  morals. 

In  the  Township  of  Bulstrode,  where  there  are  nearly 
fifty  families  established  in  the  11th  and  12th  Ranges, 
three  or  even  four  individuals  present  themselves  every 
year,  patent  in  hand,  claiming  to  be  proprietors  of  the 
lots  occupied  by  the  settlers  ;  no  doubt  some  of  them  cal- 
culate on  the  ignorance  and  the  simplicity  of  these  poor 
people  ;  and  all  the  while  the  lands  of  these  settlers  are 
despoiled  of  the  best  of  their  timber,  and  they  must  en- 
dure the  wrong.  This  could  never  happen  if  the  law 
compelled  the  large  proprietors  to  register,  in  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  Township, 
their  names,  their  place  of  residence,  and  the  number  of 
their  lots. 

Last  year,  forty  Scotch  families,  settlers  of  ten  years' 
standing  on  the  North  American  Land  Company's  lands 
in  Weedon,  were  driven,  by  the  enormous  price  per  acre, 
demanded  by  the  Company,  doubled  by  the  accumulated 
interest  of  several  years,  to  quit  their  lands  and  to  settle 
on  Government  lands  in  Winslow :  the  only  reward  of 
their  toil,  the  curses  which  they  vented  on  the  Directors 
of  the  Company.  Is  this  state  of  things  to  be  borne? 
and  is  it  really  supposed  that  while  it  exists,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Eastern  Townships  can  be  rapidly  effected  ? 
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Is  it  not  truth  incontrovertible,  that  as  long  as  the  Legis- 
lature provides  no  remedy  for  these  evils,  vain  will  be  all 
efforts  to  give  headway  to  colonization,  to  which  these 
domains  of  the  speculators  will  always  offer  an  insupera- 
ble barrier. 

Far  be  from  us  the  thought  of  violently  robbing  and 
dispossessing  the  large  proprietors  of  their  lands.  The 
rights  of  property  are  sacred  and  inviolable  ;  but  inas- 
much as  all  agree  that  these  large  grants  of  wild  lands, 
which,  for  prospective  gains,  are  left  to  nature,  are  a  bar  to 
the  settlement  of  the  most  important  part  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada ;  can  Government  refuse  to  listen  to  the  cry  of  the 
public,  raised  from  one  end  of  Canada  to  the  other?  Is 
it  not  the  most  sacred  duty  of  a  good  government  to  mi- 
nister to  the  first  wants  of  the  people  ?  Is  the  state  not 
therefore  bound  by  every  principle  of  justice,  to  facilitate, 
by  every  means  in  its  power,  the  settlement  of  the  waste 
lands  ?  That  is  the  first  want  of  the  people  of  Lower 
Canada. 

Were  it  needful  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, in  order  to  end  an  evil  universally  felt,  it  appears 
to  us  that  a  Government  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  make 
the  sacrifice.  In  the  case  now  under  consideration, 
Government  is  in  no  such  dilemma.  No  injustice  is  de- 
manded ;  it  is  required  only  that  a  long  series  of  acts  of 
injustice  should  now  terminate,  that  the  large  landholders 
should  be  called  to  order,  and  made  to  bear  there  por- 
tion of  the  burthens  of  the  state.  Amendments  of  the 
Municipal  Law  were  passed  in  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, authorizing  the  sale  of  land,  the  proprietors  of 
which  are  absent,  and  likewise  enabling  the  Municipal 
Councils  to  levy  a  tax  of  one  half-penny  in  the  pound, 
on  all  property  situate  within  each  Municipality.  Are 
these  amendments  sufficient  ?  We  think  that  they  leave 
a  great  deal  to  be  desired.  The  public  voice  requires 
something  more  than  this  light  tax  ;  the  large  proprietors 
being  able  to  exercise  a  certain  influence  in  the  assessment 
of  property,  it  would  be,  in  many  cases,  greatly  dimi- 
nished. Moreover  it  is  optional  with  the  Council  to  im- 
pose it  or  not,  and  it  follows  that  it  will  not  always  be  im- 
posed, and  that  many  of  the  large  proprietors  will   still 
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escape  it,  and  still  do  nothing  to  repair  the  wrong  which 
they  have  done  to  the  country.  The  welfare  of  the  Eas* 
tern  Townships  and  of  the  country,  and  the  principle 
which  protects  the  weak  against  the  strong  and  powerful, 
call  therefore  for  a  local  organization  in  virtue  of  which, 
it  may  be  lawful  to  tax  all  Mild  lands,  to  the  extent  of  at 
least  one  penny  per  acre.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  can  the 
country  admit  that  it  has  had  justice  done  to  it  against  those 
large  proprietors,  when  they  have  begun  to  repair  the 
wrong  which  they  have  done.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
will  the  lands  fall  from  the  fictitious  value  at  which  they  are 
now  held,  to  their  intrinsic  worth,  providing  only  that 
they  shall  still  be  subject  to  those  burthens  which  of  right 
belong  to  them.  Then  will  the  settlement  of  the  Town- 
ships advance  in  earnest,  fed  by  the  influx  of  the  sons  of 
labour  from  every  quarter ;  "  for  the  best,  the  only  way," 
says  Mr.  Watts,  member  for  the  County  of  Drummond, 
u  to  advance  the  settlement  of  the  wild  lands,  is  to  render 
the  possession  of  them  burthensome  to  speculators." 

Dr.  Boutillier,  member  for  the  County  of  St.  Hya- 
cinthe,in  his  letter  addressed  to  the  "Canadien,"  on  the  31st 
December,  1850,  observes  judiciously,  that  the  5,500,000 
acres  of  land,  comprised  by  his  calculation,  in  the  Eastern 
Townships,  would  produce,  by  means  of  this  light  tax  of 
one  penny  per  acre,  the  sum  of  £22,916  annually.  Sup- 
posing even  that  this  light  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre 
should  yield  no  more  than  £15,000  yearly,  that  sum,  ju- 
diciously laid  out,  in  repairing  old  roads  or  making  new 
ones,  would  of  itself  be  a  great  boon  to  the  country. 

We  consider  it  our  duty  to  invite  the  attention  of  Go- 
vernment to  a  clause  of  the  Act  12  Vic.  cap.  31,  amend- 
ing the  Act  for  the  management  and  disposal  of  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  in  which  it  is  enacted,  u  That  all  lands  upon  the 
grant  of  which  fees  were  payable,  and  which  fees  are  now 
due,  or  upon  which  settlement  duties  remain  to  be  per- 
formed, or  the  performance  of  such  settlement  duties  to 
be  proved,  shall  be  forfeited  at  the  end  of  two  years  from 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  unless  such  fees  shall  be  duly  paid, 
and  such  settlement  duties  duly  performed,  and  the  per- 
formance thereof  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Gover- 
nor in  Council,  within  the  same  period  :  Provided  al- 
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ways,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  contained,  shall  be  held  to ■■ 
apply  to  free  grants  of  fifty  acres,  made  upon  the  lines  of 
public  roads,  as  provided  by  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
the  Act  hereby  amended.1"  According  to  this  clause,  a 
considerable  number  of  lots  ought  to  have  been  confis- 
cated from  and  after  the  30th  May  of  the  present  year, 
the  day  on  which  the  two  years  expired,  from  the  passing 
of  the  Act  cited ;  for  we  are  witnesses,  that  the  majority 
of  the  large  proprietors  are  far  from  having  fulfilled  the 
conditions  on  which  their  grants  were  made.  An  inquiry 
in  the  different  localities,  conducted  by  the  agents  for 
Crown  Lands,  would  moreover  bring  to  light  many  frauds 
and  exactions  which  many  of  these  gentlemen,  with  Punic 
faith,  claim  aright  to  practise. 

We  cannot  close  this  article,  without  adverting  to  the 
oppressive  conditions  imposed  on  settlers  on  clergy  lots. 
The  price  of  their  land  per  acre  is  in  the  first  instance, 
fbur  shillings ;  but  the  settler  is  bound  moreover  to  pay  a 
rent  during  the  term  of  his  occupation,  at  the  following- 
rates  : — 

"  For  the  first  term  of  seven  years,  25  shillings  per 
year." 

u  For  the  second  term  of  seven  years,  50  shillings  per 
year." 

"For  the  third  term  of  seven  years,  75  shillings  per 
year." 

A  clergy  lot  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  costs  there- 
fore £40 ;  after  fourteen  years'  occupation,  it  costs  £66 
5s. ;  and  after  twenty  years'  occupation,  £82.  A  man 
who  comes  to  settle  in  the  Townships,  generally  poor,  is 
absolutely  unable  to  pay  for  a  clergy  lot,  on  conditions  as 
hard  as  these ;  and  we  are  free  to  affirm  accordingly,  that 
of  a  hundred  settlers  who  sit  down  on  clergy  lots,  hardly 
more  than  from  four  to  six  will  be  found  who  succeed  in 
paying  for  them.  In  Bulstrode,  to  take  one  instance  of 
a  thousand,  four  families  established  on  two  clergy  lots 
ibr  fourteen  years  past,  have  made  up  their  minds  to  for- 
feit their  improvements,  and  to  lose  the  fruits  of  their 
labour,  being  absolutely  unable  to  pay  £66  5s.,  however 
willing  they  might  be,  for  lands  stripped  of  all  that  con- 
stitutes their  greatest  value :   for  there  exists  one  express 


21 

•condition,  in  all  future  sale9  of  Clergy  Reserves,  that  the 
purchaser  shall  not,  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  entire 
purchase  money  of  his  lot,  cut  down  or  carry  away  the 
timber,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  land,  or  for 
building. 

"  If  the  example  of  the  -Government,  which  is  now  sell- 
ing the  public  lands  at  such  low  rates,  if  the  efforts  of 
good  citizens,  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
their  fellow-subjects  and  the  prosperity  of  their  country, 
if  the  voice  of  public  opinion  which  has  been  raised  from 
one  end  of  the  Province  to  the  other ;  if,  in  fine,  their  own 
well  understood  interests,  do  not  lead  these  great  proprie- 
tors to  change  their  system,  the  Legislature  must  have  the 
power,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  have  the  courage  to  remedy 
so  great  an  evil."     (29th  May,  1849.) 

We  require  nothing  impracticable  and  opposed  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  but  we  think  we  have  a  right  to  require  that 
4;hat  be  done,  and  done  speedily,  which  has  been  so  effect- 
ually done  in  Upper  Canada,  where  the  evil  arising  from 
large  grants  of  lands  did  exist,  though  never  to  the  same 
extent  as  here.  We  require  an  enactment,  plain,  easy  to 
be  enforced,  and  authorizing  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on 
wild,  as  well  as  on  cleared  lands,  for  the  purposes  of  pub- 
lic improvements ;  by  this  means,  the  injury  inflicted  on 
the  country  by  the  large  landholders  will  speedily  be  re- 
paired as  it  has  been  repaired  in  Canada  West. 

II.  To  Establish  an  efficient  Road  Law. 

Another  great  obstacle  to  the  speedy  settlement  of  the 
wild  lands  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  is  the  want  of 
roads.  Let  the  reader  imagine  himself  for  a  moment  in 
the  place  of  a  hardy  pioneer  in  search  of  land.  Having 
explored  a  considerable  part  of  the  Townships,  he  has 
found  a  lot  which,  in  the  quality  of  the  soil,  in  situation 
and  in  price,  corresponds  with  his  wishes.  Should  this 
lot  be  one,  two,  or  even  three  miles  from  the  nearest 
road,  will  he  undertake  to  construct  an  outlet,  which 
might  cost  him  the  trifling  sum  of  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars  per  mile  ?  The  supposition  were  absurd.  Will 
he  expect  aid  from  the  neighbouring  proprietors  ?  We 
have  seen  how  much  the  large  proprietors  are  disposed  to 
aid  a  new  settler  in  his  early  struggles.     Shall  he  address 
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himself  to  the  courts  ?  Alas,  to  lose  hoth  time  and  mo- 
ney and  never  perhaps  to  succeed,  however  feeble  the  op- 
position he  may  encounter.  He  must  resolve  then,  per- 
force, alone,  to  make  such  an  apology  for  a  road  as  we 
meet  with  every  where  in  the  Townships — roads  so 
frightfully  perilous,  that  we  might  well  doubt  whether  any 
one  could  be  bold  enough  to  venture  over  them,  if  it  were 
not  done  every  day.  This  is  encouragement  indeed  to 
the  new  settler  !  And  yet  such  is  the  situation  of  all 
those  who  enter  on  new  lands  in  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships, elsewhere  than  on  the  great  roads  opened  by  Go- 
vernment. Accordingly  we  find  that  lands  bordering  on 
these  are  taken  up  immediately  at  any  price. 

The  law  certainly  gives  to  the  Municipal  Council  the 
power  to  order  the  construction  of  roads ;  but  this  power 
is  rather  permissive  than  obligatory  ;  and  we  find,  accord- 
ingly, that  the  great  proprietors,  who  are  not  without  in- 
fluence in  the  Municipal  Councils,  too  often  find  a  way 
courteously  to  decline  to  act  on  the  permission  accorded 
to  them,  to  spend  their  money  in  road-making.  Happen 
what  will,  they  will  always  find  a  way  to  hinder  the  con- 
struction of  roads,  and  that  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
settler.  The  exercise  of  the  powers,  granted  to  the  Mu- 
nicipal Councils,  ought  then  to  be  less  discretionary,  and 
rules  should  be  prescribed  which  they  could  not  alter  or 
violate  at  their  pleasure  :  in  a  word,  they  should  be  com- 
pelled to  enforce  the  construction  of  roads  in  such  man- 
ner, that  the  settler  should  be  free  from  care  on  that 
head.  The  thing  is  certainly  practicable.  In  our  opinion 
the  end  would  be  attained  by  altering  the  municipal  law : 
and  in  order  that  we  be  not  charged  with  a  captious 
criticism  of  existing  laws,  and  with  a  desire  to  abolish  old 
regulations,  without  concerning  ourselves  to  devise  new 
and  better  ones,  we  shall  venture  to  offer  a  few  sugges- 
tions which  may,  perhaps,  throw  light  on  this  difficult  ques- 
tion. As  we  before  said,  it  is  no  half-measure  which  can 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  evils  which  afflict  us.  A  plainer, 
more  easy-working,  and  more  easily  understood  Road- 
Law  is  required.  We  would  propose  then,  that  the  road 
upon  which  is  situated  the  church  of  the  most  numerous 
congregation  in  the  Township,  provided  it  be  not  a  cross- 
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road,  should  be  termed  the  main  highway  ;  and  that  in  the 
event  of  there  being  no  church  in  the  Township,  or  of  its 
being  situated  on  a  cross-road,  then  the  law  should  de- 
cide which  road  should  be  so  termed  ;  that  the  owners  of 
lots  fronting  on  this  road,  should  be  exclusively  held 
bound  to  make  and  repair  it,  each  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  his  land,  and  that  they  should  be  free  from  all 
other  road-duty  ;  that  at  the  rear  of  these  lots  there  should 
be  another  road,  to  be  made  and  repaired  by  those  whose 
lots  front  upon  it,  each  also  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
his  land ;  and  that  these  latter  proprietors  should  also 
make  and  maintain  the  cross-road  leading  out  to  the  main- 
highway  ;  that  these  cross-roads  should  be  at  least  three 
miles  apart;  that  other  public  roads  be  maintained  by 
means  of  taxes  levied  on  all  wild  lands ;  that  the  Crown 
and  Clergy  Reserves  be  not  exempt  from  bearing  their 
part  in  taxes  for  these  public  works ;  and  finally,  that  the 
Municipal  Council  be  compelled  to  enforce  the  law. 
This  brings  us  naturally  to  speak  of  the  Municipal  Law. 

The  Municipal  system  is  beyond  doubt  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  the  people.  Under  its  influence  they  have  the 
control  of  their  local  affairs ;  and  their  best  interest  lies 
in  the  suitable  management  of  them.  All  agree  that  the 
present  system  is  inefficient,  and  does  not  answer  the  end 
proposed.  The  powers  which  it  confers  should  be  more 
diffused,  and  given  to  each  locality,  if  it  is  intended  to 
work  well.  If  the  inhabitant  of  a  parish  is  unqualified 
(this  is  no  more  than  a  supposition)  to  manage  his  local 
affairs,  will  he  be  better  able  to  understand  and  to  manage 
those  of  eight  or  ten  parishes,  to  which  he  is  a  stranger. 
May  we  not  truly  assert,  that  the  present  system  has  not 
been  beneficial  to  our  Townships ;  that  on  the  contrary, 
it  has  impeded  public  improvement  in  most  of  the  coun- 
ties ;  that  it  has  done  nothing  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads,  and  contributed  in  no  way  to  the  advancement  of 
agriculture. 

In  the  Eastern  Townships  the  present  Road  system  is 
inefficient  and  a  dead  letter,  for  the  following  reasons : — 
1.  The  power  of  establishing  and  maintaining  roads  be- 
ing, by  this  system,  entrusted  to  the  County  Municipal 
Councils,  is  devoid  of  that  unity  of  design  and  action 
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which  is  indispensable  to  success.  2.  The  making  of 
roads  is,  in  most  cases,  through  the  immunity  of  the  Cler- 
gy Reserves,  and  of  the  large  proprietors,  quite  beyond 
the  strength  and  means  of  the  resident  proprietors.  3. 
The  great  extent  of  the  counties,  and  the  distance  from 
town  to  town,  are  reasons  why,  from  the  Chaudiere  to 
the  River  St.  Francis,  there  is  not  a  Municipality  in 
operation ;  and  in  order  to  convince  the  most  incredulous 
of  this,  we  dare  assert  that  all  through  the  great  County 
of  Megantic,  as  well  as  in  that  part  of  Drummond  which 
lies  between  Megantic  and  the  St.  Francis,  there  are, 
(thanks  to  our  present  road-law,)  neither  inspectors  nor 
overseers  appointed  to  enforce  the  maintenance  and  re- 
pairs of  the  roads.  This  state  of  things  has  existed  four 
years. 

It  is  now  several  years  since  Government  caused  se- 
veral main  roads  to  be  opened  :  the  Craig,  the  Gosford, 
the  Blandford,  the  Shipton,  and  the  Lambton  Roads, 
which  have  no  doubt  done  a  great  deal  to  advance  the 
settlement  of  the  Eastern  Townships ;  but  these  roads 
not  having  been  kept  up  or  repaired,  are  at  this  day  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  The  Arthabaska  Provincial  Road, 
which  crosses  the  several  townships  of  Kingsey,  War- 
wick, Arthabaska,  Stanfold,  Somerset  and  Inverness, 
will  have  the  same  fate.  This  road,  which  was  finished  in 
1848,  and  which  cost  £15,543  16s.  9d.,  (including  Mel- 
bourne Bridge  over  the  St.  Francis,)  beneficial  as  it  is  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  Townships,  will  soon  be 
as  impassable  as  the  Gosford  or  Blanford  roads,  if  the 
Legislature  does  not  provide,  in  a  fitting  manner,  for  its 
maintenance  in  good  order. 

The  Eastern  Townships  require  therefore  in  road  mat- 
ters a  law  differing  from  the  County  Municipalities'  law. 
Let  the  Government  grant  a  good  road-law,  better  suited 
to  our  localities,  and  which  may  more  effectually  reach 
the  large  proprietors ;  let  those  gentlemen,  the  greater 
part  of  them  unknown,  absent  or  studiously  concealing 
themselves  until  extensive  clearings  have  been  made  on 
their  domains,  be  compelled  by  it  to  do  their  part  of  sta- 
tute-labor, to  pay  their  local  taxes  for  roads  and  schools, 
to  clear  their  roadsides,  to  unite  in  forming  the  common 
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discharges  or  drains,  and  in  repairing  and  maintaining  by 
roads  and  bridges ;  and  let  the  execution  of  this  law  be 
entrusted  to  the  Municipality  of  each  township:  the  re- 
sults will  be  all  that  the  true  friends  of  the  country 
have  long  desired.  What  is  here  required  will  make  but 
slight  amends  for  the  wrong  which  the  great  land-holders 
have  done  to  the  general  interests  of  the  country. 

The  most  solid  support  of  the  prosperity  of  a  new 
country  like  ours,  the  most  certain  source  of  its  happiness 
and  wealth,  is  agriculture.  It  is  truly  remarked  by  Mr. 
Elisha  Gustin,  "  Except  this  numerous  and  valuable  class 
of  producers,  who  support  the  world,  and  furnish  the 
wealth  of  nations,  be  sustained  in  this  Province  beyond 
their  present  means,  Canada  must  go  down  and  sink  into 
insignificance."  As  all  acknowledge  that  it  is  the  farmer 
who  gives  subsistence  to  the  population,  who  supplies  ma- 
terial for  commerce,  that  on  him  depend  the  welfare  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  the  Legislature  is  bound, 
by  every  means  in  its  power,  to  raise  him  from  his  pre- 
sent adversity. 

What  the  settler  desires,  what  he  claims  in  return  for 
the  sacrifices  and  privations  inseparable  from  a  new  settle- 
ment, is  a  farm  ;  but  a  farm,  however  fertile  it  may  be 
considered,  will  have  but  little  value  for  him,  if  no  roads 
open  for  him  a  communication,  by  which  he  may  reach  a 
market  with  his  produce. 

To  ensure  success,  each  Councillor  should  be  bound  to' 
attend,  under  a  penalty,  each  and  every  meeting  whicfr 
the  law  prescribes,  or  to  prove  that  sickness  or  ur- 
gent business  prevented  him;  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary- Treasurer  to  sue  the  delinquent  for  the 
recovery  of  the  penalty,  before  a  competent  tribunal. 
As  a  last  suggestion,  we  shall  add  that  the  Municipal' 
Council  should  be  bound  to  have  a  road  made,  if  none  ex- 
ist already,  within  a  certain  time,  to  the  most  distant 
range  in  which  one  or  several  settlers  reside;  that  it 
should  be  bound  to  cause  to  be  opened,  within  a  certain 
time  prescribed  by  the  law,  the  by-road  from  each  range, 
at  least  a  mile  distant  from  the  dwelling  of  the  furthest 
resident  on  each  side.  These  suggestions  will  doubtless 
stir  the  bile,  and  raise  the  ire  of  certain  interested  parties 
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A  cry  will  be  raised  of  "  tyranny  and  oppression."  For 
our  parts  we  see  in  it  nothing  but  strict  justice,  tardy  it 
is  true,  but  sure  to  remedy  many  evils. 

It  would  be  a  dangerous  error  to  hope  to  effect  the 
settlement  of  the  Eastern  Townships  by  sending  thither 
the  surplus  population  of  the  seigniories,  with  a  few 
hundred  pounds  to  provision  the  new  settlers  ;  for  what 
must  be  their  fate,  if  after  having  been  led  to  brave  the 
adventurous  life  of  the  deep  forest,  they  should  be  left 
without  roads,  without  protection,  to  the  mercy  of  the 
large  proprietors,  ever  ready  to  speculate  on  their  daily 
labor  ?  The  right  course  is  to  begin  by  removing  the 
impediments  to  their  success  in  the  first  days  of  their  set- 
tlement ;  neglecting  this  precaution,  your  zeal  and  your 
enterprise  will  make  victims  ;  not  farmers,  happy  and 
contented  with  their  lot.  In  order  to  produce  effects  as 
beneficial  as  would  be  the  diffusion  of  our  native  popula- 
tion over  our  extensive  territory,  we  invoke,  and  we  con- 
fidently expect,  the  co-operation  and  the  liberal  aid  of 
all  sincere  lovers  of  their  country. 

We  close  these  remarks  with  one  made  by  M.  Bou- 
tillier,  of  St.  Hyacinthe :  "  Our  fellow-countrymen  of  the 
City  and  District  of  Quebec  have  exerted  themselves 
honorably  to  further  the  colonization  of  the  townships  ; 
but  the  sacrifices  which  they  have  made  will  have  but 
tardy  success,  if  that  section  of  the  country  is  not  favored 
by  the  enactment  of  laws  more  conducive  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  lands,  and  the  opening  of  the  necessary 
roads." 

III.  To  Open  good  Lines  of  Communication. 

The  difficulties  above  described  have  discouraged  many 
a  settler  about  to  establish  himself  in  the  Townships. 
To  the  two  obstacles,  already  noticed,  however,  we  must 
add  a  third,  which  is  an  absolute  bar  to  all  progress — the 
want  or  the  bad  condition  of  the  main  lines  of  road  ; — and 
here  it  were  appropriate  to  describe  the  privations  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  Stanfold,  Artha- 
baska,  Somerset,  Halifax,  Tring,  and  Lambton  ;  but  who 
could  paint  the  mournful  picture  ? 

During  the  first  twelve  years,  the  settler  was  compelled 
to  carry  home  all  his  provisions  on  his  back ;  the  quintal 
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of  flour,  purchased  from  the  country  merchant  at  the  price 
of  fire  or  six  dollars,  had  to  bo  borne  over  swamps,  nine 
miles  across.  For  eight  months  of  the  year  he  wasted 
his  strength  in  journeys  such  as  this.  It  was  a  matter  of 
necessity,  however,  with  the  alternative,  often  endured,  of 
living  on  roots.  Shall  we  be  believed  if  we  affirm  that 
in  this  very  year  more  than  ten  poor  families  were  re- 
duced to  the  hardship  of  living  on  herbs,  raspberries  and 
bilberries,  more  than  two  months,  to  save  themselves  from 
perishing  by  hunger  ?  The  settler,  seeking  a  home,  com- 
monly very  poor,  does  not  possess  the  means  of  purchas- 
ing, on  the  spot,  what  he  requires,  on  account  of  its 
enormous  price  ;  and  even  should  he  possess  some  slender 
resources,  the  road  communication  is  wanting  by  which  he 
might  bring  his  necessaries  home  from  market. 

It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  settlements  made  in  the 
neighborhood  of  each  other  demand  fewer  sacrifices,  and 
contain  more  elements  of  success  than  do  those  which  are 
far  apart ;  while  we  encourage  and  facilitate,  therefore, 
the  settlement  of  the  Townships  nearest  to  the  Seignio- 
ries, we,  at  the  same  time,  advance  the  more  distant 
settlements,  the  inhabitants  of  which  would  in  vain  possess 
good  roads  at  home  if  they  could  not  convey  their  pro- 
duce to  the  river.  One  important  line  of  road,  commenced 
in  1844  and  finished  in  1848,  has  been  opened  into  the 
heart  of  the  settlements  nearest  to  the  river.  This  main 
line,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Artbabaska  Provincial 
Road,  begins  from  the  high  road  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Saint  Lawrence,  in  the  Seigniory  of  Gentilly,  thence 
passes  through  the  Townships  of  Blandford  and  Stan- 
fold,  to  the  Church  of  Saint  Eusebe  (in  Stanfold)  ;  from 
this  point  it  branches  to  the  east,  and  passing  through  the 
Townships  of  Somerset  and  Inverness,  ends  in  the  Gos- 
ford  Road,  near  the  chapel  in  Inverness.  It  branches, 
also,  to  the  west,  at  the  Church  of  Saint  Eusebe,  through 
the  Townships  of  Arthabaska  and  Warwick,  and  ends  in 
Kingsey,  on  the  Melbourne  Road.  This  road,  in  Bland- 
ford,  is  in  a  condition  so  frightful,  that  in  the  month  of 
August  last  it  was  for  three  weeks  absolutely  impractica- 
ble. A  family  from  Crane  Island,  emigrating  last  autumn 
to  the  Townships,  were  delayed  more  than  six  weeks  at 
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Gentilly,  and  obliged  at  last  to  await  the  winter-roads  in 
order  to  get  through  it.  The  Department  of  Public 
Works  has  recommended  the  immediate  repairing  of  this 
road,  from  the  Parish  of  Gentilly  to  Saint  Louis,  in 
Blandford.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  most  urgently  needful 
improvement  to  be  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
Townships  in  the  southern  section  of  the  District  of  Three 
Rivers.  In  order  to  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  this, 
it  will  suffice  to  inform  them  that  along  this  road  are 
conveyed  every  year  more  than  a  thousand  barrels  of 
potash  and  pearlash.  There  were  manufactured,  in  1850, 
675  barrels  of  pearlash  in  Arthabaska  and  Chester,  325 
barrels  in  Stanfold,  and  nearly  as  much  in  Somerset. 

The  Blandford  road  is  the  most  frequented  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Blandford,  Stanfold,  Arthabaska,  Mad- 
dington,  Somerset,  Chester,  and  Warwick,  and  of  the  north 
part  of  the  Township  of  Halifax ;  for  these  Townships 
are  mostly  inhabited  by  settlers  from  the  District  of 
Three  Rivers.  We  ought  here  to  remark,  that  in  com- 
parison with  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  County  of 
Nicolet  has  done  most  to  colonize  the  Eastern  Townships ; 
nevertheless,  the  absence  of  easy  communication  between 
the  parishes  of  the  county  and  the  Townships,  has  pro- 
duced a  numerous  emigration  to  the  United  States.  But 
the  majority  of  the  settlers  in  Kingsey,  Horton,  Aston, 
Bulstrode,  Blandford,  Stanfold,  Arthabaska,  Somerset, 
Chester,  and  in  the  north  part  of  Halifax,  came  from  the 
parishes  of  Saint  Gregory,  Becancour,  Gentilly,  Nicolet, 
and  Saint  Pierre  les  Becquets ;  and  it  is  also  the  youth 
of  these  parishes  who  settle  the  rich  lands  of  Wotton, 
Stratford  and  Winslow. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Nicolet  may  justly 
boast,  then,  of  having  been  the  earliest  pioneers  in  one 
part  of  the  Eastern  Townships.  They  it  was  who,  in 
the  face  of  great  and  numerous  obstacles,  by  dint  of  mere 
courage  and  without  protection,  have  marked  out  the 
track  for  succeeding  settlers.  Had  the  country,  for  whose 
prosperity  these  hardy  men  labored  with  such  energy, 
encouraged  their  zeal,  how  many  of  our  fellow-country- 
men, now  exiles,  would  have  remained  at  home  ?  In  the 
District  of  Quebec,  the   parishes  which   send    the   most 
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settlers  into  the  Townships  are  Lotbiniere,  Sainte  Croix, 
Saint  Antoine,  Saint  Nicolas,  Sainte  Marie  dela  Beauce, 
Saint  Jean  Chrysostome  and  Saint  Henri. 

The  roads  which  we  now  recommend  to  be  made  or 
improved  are,  for  the  District  of  Three  Rivers :  1.  The 
Blandford  Road  above  mentioned.  2.  The  improvement 
of  the  Shipton  Road  leading  to  Port  St.  Francis.  3.  The 
opening  of  a  road  which,  starting  from  the  south-west 
angle  of  the  Seigniory  of  Becancour,  in  the  parish  of 
Saint  Gregory,  would  intersect  the  Township  of  Aston, 
keeping  the  main  line  of  Godfroy  to  the  river  Nicolet, 
and  from  thence,  bending  to  the  north-east  across  Bul- 
strode,  would  join  the  road  which  crosses' the  tenth  range 
in  Stanfold.  This  road,  long  a  subject  of  petition  in  the 
parishes  of  the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  and  in  the  Townships  of 
Aston  and  Bulstrode,  would  cut  through  several  excel- 
lent tracts  of  land,  and  bring  many  Townships  into  direct 
communication  with  Port  Saint  Francis. 

For  the  District  of  Saint  Francis,  we  recommend  the 
opening  of  a  road  which  should  leave  Drumraondville, 
pass  through  the  Townships  of  Grantham,  Upton,  Milton 
and  Granby.  This  road,  which  would  intersect  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  and  the  main  post-road 
of  the  Eastern  Townships,  would  open  to  agriculture  one 
of  the  most  fertile  plains  in  the  country. 

For  the  District  of  Quebec:  1.  The  Gosford  Road, 
which  cost  the  Province  extremely  dear,  is  at  present  in 
a  dangerous  state  from  Lake  Nicolet,  in  the  Township  of 
Ham,  to  Saint  Giles!  Two  years  ago  even,  several 
hundreds  of  persons  whom  their  indigence  obliged  to 
quit  Quebec,  having  spent  several  days  in  travelling  sixty- 
miles  over  the  Gosford  Road,  with  a  view  to  settle  on 
Government  lands  in  Garthby,  Stratford  and  Winslow, 
were  so  discouraged  by  the  bad  state  of  the  road,  that 
having  reached  Lake  William,  they  renounced  the  ad- 
vantages offered  by  Government.  2.  The  Lambton  road, 
which  furnishes  an  outlet  on  the  Kennebec  road,  in  the 
parish  of  Saint  Francois  de  la  Beauce,  to  the  Townships 
of  Tring,  Forsyth,  Dorset,  Lambton,  Price,  Aylmer, 
and  Winslow,  has  never  been  more  than  traced,  and  is 
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good  will  of  the  settlers,  already  numerous  in  these  Town- 
ships, but  hitherto  not  organized  as  Municipalities.  This 
road  cost  the  Government  in  all  not  more  than  the  trifling 
sum  of  £1,500,  and  yet  it  is  the  nearest  and  best  outlet 
to  the  populous  counties  of  Dorchester  and  Bellechasse, 
and  to  the  overflowing  industrial  population  of  the  sub- 
urbs of  Quebec,  when  want  of  mechanical  work  compels 
them  to  seek  their  bread  in  an  excellent  and  fertile  soil, 
In  order  to  convince  the  reader  of  the  convenience  of 
this  outlet,  we  may  affirm  that  the  Lambton  road  has,  in 
the  two  before-mentioned  counties,  arrested  the  tide  of 
emigration  flowing  yearly  to  the  United  Stases,  and  car- 
rying labor  and  enterprise  to  the  forests  and  factories  of 
Maine.  These  Townships,  newly  opened  to  the  settler, 
and  which,  in  1847,  numbered  a  population  of  only  1800 
souls,  now  contain  nearly  4000  ;  and  that  number  would 
certainly  be  doubled  in  less  than  three  years,  if  the  Lamb- 
ton  Road  were  carried  on  to  its  junction  with  the  Victo- 
ria Road  in  Winslow,  a  little  above  lake  Saint  Francis. 
For  it  is  a  well  attested  fact,  that  several  settlers,  after 
having  nearly  broken  their  necks  in  the  deep  and  terrible 
channel  called  the  Lambton  Road,  which  crosses  the 
mountains  of  Tring,  (have  lost  heart  and  returned  to  the 
timber-yards  in  the  suburbs  of  Quebec,  to  waste  their 
health  and  strength  in  excessive  labor,  the  wages  of  which 
are  often  too  paltry  to  furnish  the  means  of  decent  sub- 
sistence. 3.  Finally,  the  opening  of  a  line  from  the 
Craig  Road,  through  Broughton  and  Stratford,  to  its 
junction  with  the  Lambton  Road. 

Upper  Canada  has  greatly  gained  in  riches  and  popu- 
lation by  its  great  public  wrorks,  and  by  its  facilities  of 
transport,  which  have  cost  the  Province  more  than 
£300,000,  especially  by  its  canals,  which  connect  the  At- 
lantic Ocean  with  the  great  Lakes  of  Canada.  If,  in 
Lower  Canada,  the  Eastern  Townships,  which  constitute 
one  of  its  principal  sections,  had  been  as  well  provided 
with  means  of  communication — if  several  of  their  rivers 
had  been  rendered  navigable  for  small  steamboats — emi- 
gration would  not  have  impoverished  us,  and  a  wide- 
spreading   country  would  have    been   thrown   open   to 
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Canadian  enterprize,  which  is  now,  and  will  long  continue 
to  be,  of  little  value — that  is  to  say,  under  the  present 
system  of  colonization. 


And  now,  having  paid  our  tribute  to  the  work  of  colo- 
nization; having  conscientiously  exposed  what  we  think 
to  be  the  main  obstacles  to  the  settlement  of  the  wild 
lands  of  the  Eastern  Townships,  and  proposed  the  means 
which  ought  to  be  employed  to  remove  them, — we  indulge 
a  flattering  hope,  that  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking 
will  prevent  neither  the  Government  nor  the  Legislature 
from  bestowing  on  it  their  serious  attention. 

Let  us  labour  then,  in  concert,  for  the  success  of  an  en- 
terprize so  honorable :  let  the  partisans  of  the  onward 
movement,  the  true  friends  of  their  country  and  of  their 
unfortunate  countrymen,  unite  like  one  man,  to  demand 
the  reforms  which  we  have  recommended.  They  do  in- 
justice to  none  ;  they  are  all,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Canadian  population.  They  are  due  to 
the  country ;  we  shall  obtain  them. 

This  is  the  true  time,  more  than  any  other,  to  achieve 
them ;  what  has  been  already  done  to  advance  the  good 
work,  is  a  pledge  that  the  Legislature  will  not  pause  in 
the  labour  of  reform,  until  it  has  brought  the  settlement 
of  the  wild  lands  to  a  happy  consummation. 

We  cannot,  however,  conceal  from  ourselves,  that  those 
who  are  enamoured  of  tranquillity  and  exclusiveness,  who 
take  a  warmer  interest  in  what  passes  in  the  Indies  or  on 
the  shores  of  the  El  Dorado,  than  they  do  in  that  which 
passes  less  than  a  hundred  miles  off,  in  their  own  country, 
will  smile  on  us,  not  with  approbation,  but  contempt. 
Those  who  believe  that  all  Canada  lies  along  the  banks  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  will  be  tempted  to  disbelieve  us  ;  the 
large  landholders,  and  all  those  who  consider  their  private 
advantage  rather  than  the  public  interest,  will  utter  a 
mighty  howl  of  indignation.  Nevertheless,  we  have  con- 
sidered it  to  be  our  duty  to  raise  our  voices,  in  order  that 
when,  at  some  future  time,  all  the  importance  of  this  sec- 
tion of  our  country  shall  be  better  understood,  we  may 
not  be  reproached  with  having  kept  silence  on  the  subject 
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of  the  obstacles  which  obstruct  the  settlement  of  the  wild 
lands,  while  their  was  still  time  to  remove  them. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  add,  that  if  demands  so  just  do 
not  find  a  hearing  and  compliance,  and  that  speedily,  the 
truly  patriotic  enterprise  of  settling  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships will  totally  fail;  and  before  thirty  years  are  past, 
we  may  find  more  French  Canadians  in  the  States  of 
Vermont  and  of  Maine,  than  in  the  Eastern  Townships. 

And  you,  sincere  lovers  of  your  country,  who  commise- 
rate the  lot  of  so  many  of  your  brethren  driven  forth  to 
exile,  unite  with  us  in  efforts  to  detain  them  round  the 
domestic  hearth,  and  ever  repeat  to  those  who  would 
abandon  it,  the  old  adage, — 

"  There  is  no  place  like  Home." 

JAMES  NELLIGAN, 

Cure  of  Leeds. 
J.  H.  DORION, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Drummondville. 
ANT.  RACINE, 

Ptre.  Miss'y  in  Stanfold. 
LEON  PROVENCHER, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Tring. 
CHS.  TRUDELLE, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Somerset. 
L.  AD.  DUPUIS, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Halifax. 
B.  McGAURAN, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  at  Sherbrooke. 
L.  TRAHAN, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Shipton. 
N.  LECLERC, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Lambton. 
P.  DE  VILLERS, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Arthabaska, 
JER.  SASSEVILLE, 

Ptre.  Miss'y.  in  Kingsey. 
J.  MELC.  BERNIER, 

Ptre.  Vicar  of  Halifax. 
Eastern  Townships,  March  31,  1851. 


SECOND   REPORT 


The  Special  Committee,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  prevent  or  retard  the  settlement  of  the 
Eastern  Townships,  in  the  Districts  of  Three  Rivers, 
St.  Francis,  and  Quebec,  and  to  report  on  the  means 
which  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  said  Townships,  and  to 
whom  were  referred  several  petitions  on  the  same  subject, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  and 
to  report  from  time  to  time,  have  the  honor  to  report,  as 
follows  : — 

Your  Committee,  after  having  considered  the  inquiry 
made  into  the  subject  above  mentioned,  by  a  commission 
appointed  by  Lord  Durham,  in  1838, — an  abstract  of 
which  said  inquiry,  in  the  French  language,  has  been  laid 
before  the  Committee,  by  the  chairman,  Thomas  Fortier, 
Esquire, — have  become  convinced  that  the  same  reasons 
alleged  in  that  inquiry,  as  being  the  causes  which  at  that 
time  retarded  the  settlement  of  the  Townships,  still  exist 
at  the  present  time,  but  that  the  injury  thereby  caused  to 
the  inhabitants  is  aggravated  by  the  fact,  that  the  popu- 
lation having  considerably  increased,  is  now  seeking  for 
a  place  of  refuge,  and  this  being  denied  to  them,  they  are 
driven  to  resort  to  a  foreign  country. 

Your  Committee,  have  also  taken  into  consideration, 
a  pamphlet  published  by  all  the  missionaries,  resident  in 
the  Eastern  Townships,  and  have  found  the  arguments 
of  these  Reverend  Gentlemen  based  on  substantial  and 
conclusive  evidence. 

Your  Committee,  have  thought  proper  to  take  this 
document  as  the  basis  of  their  present  report,  together 
with  certain  important  additional  facts  and  evidences,  and 
they  recommend  the  whole  to  the  consideration  of  Your 
Honorable  Hou^e. 
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The  importance  and  necessity  of  opening  great  publii 
toads,  in  different  sections  of  the  Townships,  being  uni- 
versally acknowledged,  Your  Committee  are  persuaded, 
that  if  the  Government  were  to  undertake  the  making  of 
these  roads,  which  are  prayed  for  in  several  Petitions 
presented  to  the  Legislature — as  well  during  previous  ses- 
sions as  the  present  one — and  which  were  all  received  by 
Your  Honorable  House,  certain  and  effectual  means  of 
encouraging  the  settlement  of  these  Townships,  would  be 
thereby  produced,  as  well  as  a  great  benefit  to  the  Coun- 
try at  large,  and  such  ameliorations  would  operate  as  a 
check  to  the  emigration  of  the  colonists,  who  every  year 
leave  Canada  to  take  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  states. 
The  want  of  means  of  communication  being  one  of  the 
principal  causes  which  retard  the  establishment  of  these 
Townships,  and  one  against  which  our  countrymen  have 
no  means  of  contending. 

As  the  opening  of  these  roads  would  enhance  the  va- 
lue of  the  wild  lands,  and  as  the  large  proprietors  might 
take  advantage  of  it,  in  order  to  demand  exorbitant 
prices  from  the  first  settlers,  as  they  do  at  present,  Your 
Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  just  and  expe- 
dient, to  impose  a  rate  or  tax  upon  all  the  lands  in  the 
Eastern  Townships  of  Lower  Canada ;  to  be  designated 
in  such  measure  as  may  be  introduced  to  that  effect,  save 
and  except  such  Townships  as  the  Government  in  its 
discretion,  may  think  just  and  reasonable  to  exempt  fronV 
such  tax,  according  to  the  following  scale : — 

Upon  all  unoccupied  and  uncultivated  Lands  of  non- 
resident proprietors,  an  annual  rate  or  tax  of  one  penny 
half-penny  for  each  superficial  acre. 

Upon  all  occupied  lots  of  Land,  adjacent  to  the  main 
lines  of  communication,  and  whereof  such  main  lines  con- 
stitute the  front  road,  an  annual  rate  or  tax  of  one  penny 
per  acre. 

Upon  all  occupied  lots  of  Land  running  parallel  or 
nearly  so,  to  such  main  lines  of  communication,  and  lying 
wholly  or  in  part  within  one  mile  thereof,  an  annual  rate 
or  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre. 

Upon  all  occupied  lots  of  Land  situate  in  the  said 
Township,  but    at  a  greater  distance  than  one  mile  from 
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ihe  said  main  lines  of  communication,  an  annual  rate  or 
tax  of  one  half-penny  per  acre. 

Upon  all  ungranted  and  unoccupied  Clergy  Reserve 
lots,  situate  within  the  said  Townships,  an  annual  rate  or 
tax  of  one  penny  half-penny  per  acre. 

Your  Committee,  would  also  recommend  that  the  Re- 
ceiver General  of  the  Province,  should  be  authorized  to 
advance  from  and  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue 
Fund  thereof,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one  penny  half-penny 
per  acre,  of  the  ungranted  Lands  of  the  Crown,  lying 
within  the  said  Townships,  to  be  applied  towards  the 
opening  and  repairing  of  the  aforesaid  Roads ;  which  said 
sum,  so  to  be  advanced  by  the  Receiver  General,  should 
be  repaid,  and  reimbursed  to  the  said  Fund,  out  of  the 
proceeds  and  sale  of  such  Crown  Lands. 

By  the  application  of  this  tax  generally,  to  the  open- 
ing of  highways,  or  to  any  other  local  improvement 
which  might  be  necessary,  we  would  soon  have  a  new 
population  covering  this  vast  section  of  the  Province. 
Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  this  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  immediately  adopted. 

Your  Committee  observe  that  a  similar  Law  was 
passed  for  Upper  Canada,  in  the  year  1845.  The  un^ 
fortunate  position  in  which  a  vast  number  of  settlers  are 
placed,  who  are  located  on  lands,  the  owners  of  which 
were  at  that  time  absent  or  unknown,  has  been  taken  into 
consideration  by  Your  Committee,  and  as  these  persons 
had  probably  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  locating 
themselves  on  the  lands  of  the  Crown,  and  as  it  is  they 
who,  for  the  most  part,  have  opened  up  and  cleared  the 
Townships,  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  adopt  some  measure  for  their  relief. 

A  question  of  great  legal  importance  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  Your  Committee ;  namely,  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  several  witnesses  on  the  inquiry  above  men- 
tioned, that  the  Crown  had  an  indubitable  right  to  cause 
the  forfeiture  of  the  lands  of  parties  who  did  not  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  their  patents; — Your  Committee  are  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  think  that  the  Crown  ought  to  exercise 
its  prerogative  in  this  behalf;  but  if  this  measure  should 
not  meet  the  views  of  the  Government,  considering  that 
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(ha  Court  of  Escheats  has  never  been  of  any  use  what- 
soever, having  been  always  opposed  and  obstructed  by 
parties  of  high  standing  in  and  about  the  Govern- 
ment, they  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  expedient 
to  appoint  a  new  tribunal  for  that  purpose.  Your  Com- 
mittee respectfully  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to 
Your  Honorable  House,  to  grant  to  the  Superior  Court 
of  Lower  Canada,  a  power  similar  to  that  of  a  Court  of 
Escheats,  within  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Your  Committee,  after  mature  deliberation  and  exa- 
mination of  official  documents,  are  convinced  that  Lands 
in  the  Townships,  as  well  as  the  Seigniories,  were  usually 
granted  or  conceded  under  the  express  condition  that  these 
lands  should  be  settled,  and  their  settlement  facilitated,  and 
that  it  has  now  become  an  imperative  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  to  see  that  these  conditions  are  ful- 
filled as  soon  as  possible  :  Your  Committee  regarding  as 
nugatory  the  pretension,  that  these  parties  could  invoke 
any  prescription  in  their  favor,  when  not  only  the  condi- 
tions have  not  been  fulfilled,  but  when  there  has  been  a 
wilful  disobedience  of  the  instructions  of  Her  Majesty. 

The  attention  of  Your  Committee  has  been  drawn  to 
the  system  Which  now  prevails  for  the  sale  of  Crown 
Lands. 

The  conditions  are  as  follows  : — The  settler  obtains  a 
lot,  to  be  paid  for  in  ten  years,  but  the  rent  of  the  capital 
is  payable  during  the  first  five  years,  although  the  first 
instalment  of  the  capital  is  not  payable  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  fifth  year;  and  thus  the  Government,  after  hav- 
ing sold  all  the  merchantable  timber  on  the  land,  does 
not  leave  any  means  whatever  to  the  settler  to  enable 
him  to  pay  the  rent,  which  is  one  of  the  great  causes  of 
discouragement  to  those  who  wish  to  settle  on  these  lands, 
for  the  clearing  of  the  land  is  rendered  much  more  diffi- 
cult, when  the  timber  has  been  wastefully  cut,  without 
care  and  precaution,  than  when  it  is  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition ;  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  a  better  and 
more  equitable  system  of  disposing  of  the  Crown  Lands 
should  be  adopted,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  a  difference 
erf  price  between  low  lands  and  high  lands, 
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The  mode  of  concession  adopted  by  several  large  local 
landholders,  is  of  a  nature  to  attract  the  serious  attention 
of  Your  Committee;  and  Your  Committee  have  ascer- 
tained— with  the  utmost  astonishment,  by  Deeds  whick 
have  been  laid  before  them,  and  which  they  now  lay  before 
Your  Honorable  House — that  the  conditions  and  reserva- 
tions contained  in  them,  are  similar  to  those  contained  in 
die  Deeds  made  by  the  most  exacting  of  the  Seigniors  of 
Lower  Canada,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Your  Committee, 
that  the  whole  of  the  Township  Lands  were  granted  on 
the  sole  condition,  that  they  should  be  held  according  to 
the  tenure  of  free  and  common  soccage ;  whereupon, 
Your  Committee  consider,  with  reference  to  these  Deeds, 
that  an  Act  is  necessary  to  be  passed,  declaring  that  all 
Deeds  passed  in  contravention  of  the  principle  of  free 
and  common  soccage,  shall  be  null,  and  of  no  effect. 
Your  Committee,  in  closing  their  report,  earnestly  re- 
commend that  the  Government  should  introduce  a  Bill, 
imposing  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships, according  to  the  scale  above  mentioned;  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  should  be  applied  to  the  completion  of  the 
roads  already  commenced,  and  to  the  opening  of  others  as 
they  have  been  prayed  for,  in  the  several  petitions  pre- 
sented to  Your  Honorable  House;  or  adopt  such  other 
measures,  or  afford  sueh  other  relief  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
these  Townships,  as  will  effectually  counteract  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  pointed  out  by  Your  Committee,  and 
promote  the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  this  important 
section  of  the  Province. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  FORTIER, 

20th  August,  1851.  Chairman, 
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Committee  Room, 

Tuesday,  lith  July,  185L 
Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

Thomas  Bouthillier,  Esquire,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  "  Special  Committee  appointed  to  inquire,  concerning 
the  causes  which  prevent  or  retard  the  settlement  of  the 
Eastern  Townships,"  was  called  before  the  Committee, 
and  examined,  as  follows : — 

Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  to  this  Committee, 
with  respect  to  the  settlement  of  the  Townships  ? 

Yes,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the 
Committee  two  means,  which  I  consider  as  essential  and 
indispensable,  if  it  is  desired  to  give  to  the  settlement  of 
the  Townships  (it  is  of  the  Eastern  Townships  that  I 
speak  now  particularly)  an  energetic  and  efficacious  im- 
pulse. 

The  first  of  these  means,  is  a  general  and  annual  tax  of 
two  or  three  sols  per  superficial  acre  of  land,  destined  to 
the  opening  of  roads. 

The  second,  a  new  system  of  Road-Laws,  providing 
for  the  laying  out,  the  opening,  and  the  maintenance  of 
roads,  and  also  for  the  collection  and  application  of  that 
tax.  A  tax  of  three  sols  per  acre,  would  produce,  in  the 
Eastern  Townships,  a  sum  of  about  £33,000.  I  have 
not  at  this  moment,  the  calculations  which  I  made  of  the 
length  of  road  that  might  be  made  with  that  sum;  but 
every  person  can  convince  himself  that  it  must  be  very 
considerable. 
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As  almost  seven-eighths  of  that  sum  would  be  paid  by 
persons  not  resident  in  these  Townships,  it  is  easy  to  un- 
derstand the  advantages  which  the  residents  would  derive 
from  the  yearly  importation  of  so  much  capital,  expended 
amongst  them. 

Apart  from  the  considerable  extent  of  Roads,  which 
this  capital  would  give  the  means  of  making  yearly,  it 
would,  besides,  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  price  of 
labor  to  rise  in  the  places  where  it  would  be  expended,  as 
well  as  the  value  of  farm  produce. 

The  tax  ought  to  be  general,  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
Crown  and  Clergy  Lands  ought  to  be  subject  to  it,  as 
also  those  belonging  to  private  proprietors.  I  consider, 
also,  that  for  a  few  years  the  tax  ought  to  be  imposed 
according  to  the  superficial  extent  of  land,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  its  value,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  present  settlers 
for  the  sacrifices  which  they  must  haye  made,  and  the 
fatigues  which  they  must  have  undergone  in  the  forma- 
tion of  their  settlements ;  and  in  order  also  to  encourage, 
by  not  taxing  them,  all  persons  who  might  in  future 
desire  to  invest  their  funds  in  improving  lands  in  the 
Townships. 

All  the  roads  ought  to  be  made,  and  kept  up  in  com- 
mon; to  attain  this  end,  and  to  be  just  to  the  present 
settlers,  it  would  be  expedient  to  have  the  roads  valued, 
which  they  have  made,  at  their  own  charge,  and  that 
they  should  be  bound  to  pay  only  an  inconsiderable  part, 
or  no  part  whatever,  of  the  tax,  until  a  sum  equal  and 
proportionate  to  the  value  of  the  roads,  made  by  the  set- 
tlers, had  been  levied  on  the  other  proprietors. 

In  order  to  show  to  the  Committee,  how  easy  would 
be  the  execution  of  the  plan  which  I  have  mentioned,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  the  Committee,  the  sum- 
mary of  a  bill,  in  which  I  point  out  what  ought  to  serve 
as  the  basis  of  a  new  system  of  Road-Laws : — 

SYNOPSIS    OF    A    ROAD- LAW    FOR     THE    TOWNSHIPS. 

1.  The  Government  shall  appoint  a  Grand- Voyer  for 
the  Townships  of  Lower  Canada. 

2.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall  appoint  a  Deputy  Grand- 
Vover,  for  each  district  of  Lower  Canada. 
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3.  Tlio  Grand- Voyer  shall  also  have  the  power  of 
making  special  deputies. 

4.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall  have  an  annual  salary,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  no  emolument  for  his  official  acts  ; 
only  he  shall  be  allowed  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  for 
each  league  which  he  shall  have  travelled,  in  going  to 
visit  places,  and  hear  interested  parties,  when  he  shall  have 
been  required,  by  petition,  so  to  do. 

5.  These  emoluments  shall  be  paid  to  him,  out  of  the 
Fund  assigned  for  the  road,  mentioned  in  his  proces- 
verbal,  or  by  the  petitioners,  if  he  should  not  think  fit  to 
order  the  works  which  are  prayed  for. 

6.  The  Deputy  Grand- Voyer  and  the  Special  Deputies 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  for  conveyance,  and 
moreover  to  £1  10s.  for  the  Report,  which  they  shall  be 
bound  to  make  to  the  Grand- Voyer. 

7.  The  Grand- Voyer  alone  shall  have  the  power,  whe- 
ther after  having  heard  the  parties,  or  after  having  per- 
sonally visited  the  places,  or  after  having  received  the 
Report  of  his  Deputy,  of  drawing  up  a  procesTverbal. 

8.  Every  Landholder,  who  desires  the  opening  of  a 
road,  shall  address  his  petition  to  the  Grand- Voyer, 
or  to  his  Deputy,  one  or  other  of  whom  shall  proceed  in 
manner  hereinafter  provided.  The  Deputy  Grand- 
Voyer  must  inform  the  Grand- Voyer,  of  the  object  of 
the  petition,  without  delay. 

9.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall  be  entitled,  at  all  times,  and 
in  any  operation  whatsoever,  to  substitute  Special  Deputies, 
for  District  Deputies,  and  to  assume  to  himself  the  manage- 
ment of  any  operation,  at  any  stage  of  its  progress,  under 
the  direction  of  his  District  or  Special  Deputies. 

10.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall  be  bound  to  act  in  person, 
on  the  requisition  of  the  Government ;  and  cannot,  in 
such  case,  act  by  his  Deputies,  unless  on  its  authority. 

11.  The  Grand- Voyer  or  his  Deputy,  shall  give  notice 
of  the  object  of  the  order,  which  he  shall  have  received 
from  the  Government ;  or  of  the  petition  presented  to 
him,  in  the  localities  interested,  as  also  of  his  presence  at 
such  place,  day,  and  hour,  in  order  to  hear  the  parties  in- 
terested, and  visit  the  localities. 
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12.  After  having;  heard  the  parties,  fkc,  the  Grand  - 
Voyer  shall  draw  up  his  proces-verbal,  or  the  Deputy  his 
Report,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  shall  be  published  at 
the  doors  of  the  Churches  of  the  parishes  interested ;  a. 
copy  thereof  shall  be  left  in  each  parish  interested,  at  the 
dwelling-house  of  the  nearest  Notary,  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  or  Captain  of  Militia,  in  order  that  every  one  may 
take  notice  of  the  same.  Notice  shall  be  given  of  such 
deposit.  The  publication  of  the  notices  relating  to  proces- 
verbaux,  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  petitioners,  or  other  per- 
sons, appointed  by  the  Grand- Voyer. 

13.  Fifteen  days  after  the  deposit  of  the  proces-verbal, 
or  the  report,  the  proces-verbal  or  report  shall  be  held  as 
adopted,  if  no  opposition  thereto  shall  have  been  signified 
to  the  Grand- Voyer,  or  to  the  Deputy  Grand- Voyer  of 
the  District.  A  single  land-holder  interested  in  the  pro- 
ces-Verbal,  or  the  report,  shall  be  entitled  to  oppose  the 
petition.  The  Deputy  Grand- Voyer  shall  give  notice  of 
the  opposition,  to  the  Grand- Voyer. 

14.  The  Grand- Voyer,  being  informed  of  the  opposi- 
tion, shall,  if  he  persists  in  sustaining  his  proces-verbat, 
or  the  Report  of  his  Deputy,  give  notice  to  the  parties, 
that  his  proces-verbal  will  be  discussed,  at  the  next  term 
of  the  Judiciary  Circuit  Court,  within  the  limits  of  which, 
the  property  concerned  is  situate.  If  the  proces-ver- 
bal, concerns  property  situate  in  several  Judiciary 
Districts,  the  Grand- Voyer  shall  decide  and  make  known 
in  which  Circuit  Court  the  discussion  shall  take  place. 
The  said  Courts  shall  have,  in  virtue  of  the  present  bill, 
jurisdiction  for  that  purpose,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
change  the  direction  of  the  Roads  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
ces-verbaux. 

15.  There  shall  be, 

lstly.  Provincial  Roads, 
2ndly.  Municipal  Roads, 
3rdly.  Parochial  Roads. 
The   Provincial    Roads   shall   be    common  to  several 
Municipal  Districts. 

The  Municipal  Roads  shall  be  common  to  several 
Townships  or  Parishes, 
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The  Parochial  Roads  shall  concern  no  more  than  one 
Township  or  Parish. 

16\  The  Provincial  Roads  shall  he  made,  by  a  tax  im- 
posed on  such  number  of  landholders,  as  the  Grand- 
Voyer  may  think  fit  and  equitable  to  subject  to  it. 

17.  The  Municipal  Roads,  by  a  tax  imposed  on  all  the 
landholders  of  the  Municipality. 

18.  The  Parochial  Roads,  by  a  tax  imposed  on  all  the 
landholders  of  the  Township  or  Parish. 

19.  The  Assessments  made  for  the  purpose  of  making 
(opening)  these  Roads,  shall  not  exceed  three  sols,  per 
year,  for  each  superficial  acre  of  land,  which  the  Grand- 
Voyer,  in  his  proces-verbal,  shall  pronounce  to  be  liable 
to  such  assessment ;  but  these  assessments  may  be  applied, 
upon  one  or  two  of  these  roads,  or  on  all  of  them,  and  in 
such  proportion  as  the  Grand- Voyer  shall  order* 

20.  The  Municipalities  shall  maintain  (keep  in  order) 
such  parts  of  the  Provincial  Roads  as  are  contained 
within  their  limits  ;  as  also  all  Municipal  Roads,  by  a  tax 
levied  on  the  whole  Municipality;  and  the  Parochial 
Roads,  by  a  tax  levied  on  all  the  Township  or  Parish. 

21.  The  two  last  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Roads,  shall  be  levied,  either  in  labor  or  in  money,  but 
always  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  property,  and  over 
and  above  that,  which  the  Grand- Voyer  shall  have  di- 
rected to  be  levied,  for  the  opening  of  Roads. 

22.  If  the  Municipalities  neglect  to  levy  taxes  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Provincial  and  Municipal  Roads,  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Municipality  shall  hold  a  meeting  of 
themselves,  or  be  convened  by  order  of  the  Grand- Voyer, 
or  his  Deputy;  and  they  shall  have,  for  that  purpose,  all 
the  power  of  the  Municipal  Council. 

23.  In  the  event  of  the  same  neglect  of  the  Parochial 
Roads,  the  Inspector  or  Inspectors,  and  the  Sous-Voyers 
of  the  Township  or  Parish,  shall  have  the  same  powers. 

24.  If  the  Municipal  Councils  neglect  to  appoint  In- 
spectors and  Sous-Voyers,  the  Grand- Voyer  or  his  Deputy 
shall  appoint  them. 

25.  Penalty  against  Municipal  Secretaries,  Inspectors, 
or  Sous- Voyer,  for  every  neglect  or  disobedience  of  the 
orders  of  the  Grand- Voyer  or  his  Deputy. 
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->o.  The  surveyed  Crown  and  Clergy  Lands  shall,  m 
respect  of  the  maintenance  of  Roads,  be  liable  to  the 
same  taxes  as  shall  be  imposed  on  any  other  property. 

27.  Every  person  liable  to  be  assessed  for  the  opening 
of  Roads,  shall  be  bound  to  pay  his  taxes  before  the  15th 
May,  to  the  Inspector  of  his  Division  ;  and  between  the 
15th  and  30th  of  the  same  month,  every  Inspector  shall 
be  bouud  to  pay  over  the  amount  of  his  receipts  into  the 
hands  of  the  Grand  Voyer,  or  his  Deputy  ;  to  deliver  to 
him  in  writing,  a  designation  of  the  Lands,  the  taxes  of 
which  shall  have  not  been  paid,  and  transmit  to  him  if  he 
knows  them,  the  names  of  the  proprietors  of  such  Lands. 

28.  After  the  time  when  the  taxes  shall  have  become 
due,  and  on  the  Report  of  the  Grand- Voyer,  based  on  the 
return  of  the  Inspectors,  the  Government  shall  pay  into 
the  hands  of  the  Grand- Voyer,  to  be  applied  according  to 
the  proces-verbaux,  the  amount  of  the  taxes  which  shall 
liave  remained  unpaid ;  and  the  Government,  from  that 
moment,  shall  take  possesssion  of  the  Lands,  the  Proprie- 
tors of  which  shall  have  so  neglected  to  pay  the  taxes. 

29.  The  Municipalities,  in  the  case  of  Municipal  and 
Parochial  Roads,  shall  have  the  same  obligations,  and  the 
same  privileges  as  the  Government  has,  in  virtue  of  the 
preceding  clause. 

30.  Notice  in  the  public  papers  of  the  seizure  of  such 
lands. 

31.  Within  two  years  ensuing,  next  after  such  notice  j 
the  ex-proprietors  may  recover  the  lands,  by  paying  all 
taxes,  costs,  &c,  with  an  interest  at  12  per  cent 

32.  The  Government,  by  its  Grand- Voyer,  the  Muni- 
cipality, by  its  Secretary,  shall  be  entitled,  at  any  time,  to 
sue  the  proprietors  for  the  payment  of  the  taxes,  costs,  and 
interest,  within  the  space  of  those  two  years. 

33.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  the  Grand - 
Voyer  in  the  case  of  Provincial  Roads,  in  pursuance  of 
the  order  of  the  Government,  and  after  notice  given  in 
the  public  papers,  shall  cause  the  Lands  which  have  been 
seized,  to  be  sold  by  auction. 

34.  The  Municipal  Secretary  shall  do  the  same,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Municipal  Council,  in  the 

I    Municipal  and  Parochial  Roads- 
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35.  The  taxes,  interest,  &c,  being  deducted  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale;  the  surplus,  if  any  there  be,  shall 
remain,  in  the  case  of  Provincial  Roads,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government ;  and,  in  the  case  of  Municipal  Roads,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Municipal  Secretary,  until  it  is  legally 
claimed. 

38.  Notice  in  the  public  papers,  of  the  deposit  of  the 
surplus;  and  of  the  name  of  the  ex-proprietor,  if  he  be 
known,  and  the  designation  of  the  Land. 

37.  Every  land-holder  shall  be  bound  to  fence  his  own 
land,  at  his  own  expence,  upon  one  public  road  only,  com- 
monly called  a  front-road,  {chemin  de  front,)  and  that, 
in  a  proportion  which  shall  not  exceed,  by  more  than  one 
half,  the  width  of  the  land  which  may  be  fixed  at  right- 
angles  between  the  line-fences. 

38.  In  every  other  case,  the  land-holder  whose  land 
adjoins  a  public  road,  shall  be  entitled  to  require  a  com- 
munity of  labour,  (travaux  mitoyens,)  from  the  Munici- 
pality, according  to  the  present  laws  and  usages.  The 
Grand- Voyer  shall  decide,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
soil,  and  other  circumstances,  the  proportions  of  labor 
which  it  is  proper  to  assign  to  the  proprietor,  and  the  Mu- 
nicipality, and  the  distribution  {localization)  of  this  labor. 

39.  The  Grand- Voyer,  or  his  Deputy,  if  he  be  autho- 
rised to  that  effect  by  the  Grand- Voyer,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  employ  a  Surveyor,  to  examine  the  localities,  and 
to  verify  the  Township  or  Parish-lines,  and  the  division- 
lines  between  lots. 

40.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall  be  entitled  to  cause  all 
materials  necessary  for  the  construction  of  roads,  to  be 
taken  wherever  they  shall  be  found,  on  paying  the  value 
of  the  same ;  but  all  materials  which  the  proprietor  has 
begun  to  apply  to  any  use  or  purpose,  as  well  as  maple- 
trees,  hard  and  soft,  and  other  trees  planted  or  reserved 
for  use,  or  ornament,  shall  be  excepted. 

41.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall,  in  his  proccs-verbaU  di- 
rect generally,  what  shall  be  necessary  to  be  done,  for  the 
construction  of  Roads,  and  the  safety  of  travellers. 

42.  In  no  case  shall  the  Grand- Voyer  be  authorised  to 
receive  for  his  travelling  charges,  however  great  the  dis- 
tance travelled    over,   more  than    £12  10s.,  unless  the 
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Government  itself  order  him  to  proceed;  or  unless  he  be 
required  to  proceed  by  at  least  ten  landholders  who  are 
interested. 

43.  The  Grand- Voyer  shall  appoint  the  time  when  the 
roads  are  to  be  commenced  and  finished ;  he  shall  order 
that  they  be  done  by  the  day  or  by  contract,  and  what  length 
ought  to  be  done  in  a  given  time ;  on  an  emergency,  he 
-shall  appoint  Inspectors  ;    he  shall  be  entitled  to  call  on 

Municipal  Officers  for  assistance,  to  have  notices  published, 
contracts  executed,  &c.  Nevertheless,  no  contract  or 
adjudication  shall  be  valid,  until  it  shall  have  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Grand- Voyer. 

44.  In  order  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Heads,  the 
Crown  and  Clergy  Lands  shall  be  valued,  and  the  valua- 
tion shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lauds  ;  if  he  consider  it  excessive,  there  shall  be  an  arbi- 
tration. 

45.  As  in  future  all  roads  shall  be  made  (opened)  out 
of  a  common  fund,  the  lands  which  have  already  contri- 
buted to  the  opening  of  any  road,  shall  be  taxed  for  the 
opening  of  new  roads,  only  to  the  extent  of  the  third  of 
the  tax  which  shall  be  levied  for  that  purpose ;  and  this, 
until  the  value  of  their  previous  labor  has  been  repaid  to 
them,  by  their  exemption  from  two-thirds  of  the  tax ; 
but  they  shall  contribute  to  the  common  fund,  which 
shall  be  levied  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads,  like  any 
other  landholder.  The  Municipal  Councils  shall  cause 
those  works  to  be  valued,  and  such  valuation  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  Grand- Voyer;  if  the  Grand- Voyer 
does  not  consider  it  equitable,  there  shall  be  an  arbitration. 

46.  The  passage  over  fordable  rivers,  and  crossings  on 
the  ice,  shall  be  established  by  a  proccs-verbal  of  the 
Grand- Voyer,  like  the  opening  of  a  road. 

47.  The  Municipal  Councils,  and  failing  them  the 
Inspector  and  Sous- Voyer,  shall  be  authorized  to  establish 
roads  over  the  ice  and  other  roads,  commonly  called  win- 
ter-roads. 

48.  Fords,  crossings,  and  other  roads  over  ice  shall  be 
marked  out  (balises)  ;  but  roads  on  land  shall  be  marked  out 
only,  when  the  Grand- Voyer,  the  Municipal  Council,  or 
.the   Inspector   or  Sous-Voyers  in  an  Inspector's  district 
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shall  consider  it   necessary.     In  the  latter  case,  the  In- 
spector shall  cause  the  Roads  to  be  marked  out,  and  the  Mu 
nicipal  Council  shall  pay  the  expence. 

49.  The  damages  caused  by  the  bad  state  of  the  road* 
shall  be  payable  by  the  Municipality. 

50.  The  damages  caused  to  a  landholder,  by  the  open- 
ing, the  changing,  or  the  abolition  of  a  road  shall  be  paid 
for,  according  to  the  award  of  arbitrators,  out  of  the  fund 
destined  for  such  road. 

51.  The  word  "  road"  shall  include  all  roads,  bridges, 
fences,  ditches,  railings,  and  whatever  shall  be  considered 
necessary  to  keep  the  public  roads  in  good  order,  and  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  safety  of  the  traveller. 

52.  "  Public  notice  in  the  localities  interested  or  con- 
cerned," shall  be  understood  to  mean  public  notice  given 
verbally  and  in  writing,  posted  at  the  doors  of  churches 
or  other  public  places,  of  all  localities  within  the  limits  of 
which  are  situated  lands,  the  proprietors  of  which  shall  bo 
concerned  in  a  proces-verbal  of  the  Grand- Voyer. 
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Saturday,  5th  July,  1 85 1 . 

T.  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  Antoine  Racine,  Missionary  in  the  Township 
of  Stanfold,  appeared  before  the  Committee,  and 
was  examined,  as  follows: — 

1.  Are  you  a  Missionary  or  a  Cure  in  the  Eastern 
Townships,  and  how  long  have  you  been  so? 

Since  October  1848,  I  have  been  charged,  as  a  Mis- 
sionary, with  the  religious  service  of  the  Church  in  the 
Townships  of  Stanfold,  Blandford,  Bulstrode,  Horton, 
and  part  of  Maddington. 

2.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  visit  and  explore  many 
of  the  Eastern  Townships  ? 

I  have  travelled  in  and  over  a  considerable  number  of 
Townships  in  the  Counties  of  Megantic  and  Drummond, 
as  well  as  several  in  the  District  of  St.  Francis. 

3.  In  what  state  are  the  roads  in  those  Townships,  and 
have  the  inhabitants  an  easy  outlet  for  the  conveyance  of 
their  produce  to  market  ? 

The  great  lines  of  Road  in  the  Eastern  Townships  are 
in  a  deplorable  condition,  particularly  in  the  Counties  of 
Megantic  and  Drummond;  the  settlers  in  the  Townships 
comprised  in  those  Counties,  are  absolutely  destitute  of 
any  practicable  means  of  egress  for  the  conveyance  of 
their  produce  to  the  cities. 

4.  To  what  causes  do  you  ascribe  the  want  of  necessary 
roads,  and  the  bad  state  of  those  which  do  exist  ? 

The  present  Municipal  system,  not  working  in  theTown- 
ships  of  the  Counties  above  mentioned,  no  road  of  any  im- 
portance has  been  opened  in  them  for  three  or  four  years 
past,  either  in  the  large  County  of  Megantic,  or  in  that 
part  of  the  County  of  Drummond  which  lies  between  the 
County  of  Megantic  and  the  River  St.  Francis.  The 
main  lines  of  Road  opened  out  at  the  expence  of  the  Pro- 
vince, several  years  since,  that  is  to  say,  the  Gosford, 
Lambton,  Blandford  and  Shipton  Roads,  have  never  been 
properly  kept  in  repair,  and  the  neglect  of  them  must  be 
imputed  to  the  bad  Municipal  system  now  in  force. 
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5.  Do  you  believe  that  under -the  present  Road-Law*, 
the  necessary  Roads  can  ever  be  made  ? 

Four  successive  years'  experience  is  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  prove  to  demonstration,  that  under  the  present 
Road  and  Municipal  system,  the  necessary  Roads  can 
never  be  made  or  kept  up.  As  the  present  law  works 
very  ill  in  the  Seigniories — where,  in  every  parish,  there 
are  persons  of  education — it  may  be  easily  understood 
that  in  a  county  of  great  extent,  containing  more  than 
twenty  Townships  and  in  a  new  country,  it  does  not  work  at 
all:  there  being  no  sufficient  number  of  educated  settlers, 
capable  of  appreciating  the  great  advantages  of  Municipal 
institutions. 

The  settlers  emigrating  to  the  Townships,  are,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  poor  and  possessed  of  little  educa- 
tion, and  if  there  be  no  law  obliging  them  in  some  manner 
to  understand  their  own  interests,  and  try  to  advance 
them  with  energy,  a  considerable  time  will  yet  elapse  be- 
fore they  will  go  to  work  of  their  own  motion,  and  con- 
duct the  affairs  of  their  locality  in  a  proper  manner. 

6.  What  are  the  roads  most  necessary  to  be  made,  re- 
paired, or  opened  out,  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  in  order 
to  facilitate  access  thereto,  communication  therein,  and  the 
settlement  thereof? 

The  great  lines  of  Road,  which  are  of  public  and  gene- 
ral utility,  the  most  necessary  to  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Canadian  settlements  in  the  Townships 
south  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  which  ought  even  to  have 
been  made  long  since,  are,  for  the  District  of  Quebec : — 

1st.  The  Gosford  Road,  from  St.  Giles'  Chapel  to  Lake 
Nicolet,  in  the  Township  of  Ham.  This  road,  which  in- 
tersects the  Townships  of  Inverness,  Halifax,  Wolfstown, 
parts  of  Wotton  and  Weedon,  is  in  a  very  bad  state  ;  and 
the  settlers  scattered  over  the  Townships  here  mentioned, 
whose  noble  efforts  are  checked  and  impeded  by  the  ex- 
orbitant price  of  the  lands  which  they  occupy,  by  the  im- 
munity of  the  Clergy  Reserves  and  of  the  large  Proprie- 
tors, and  by  the  wretched  state  of  the  roads,  are  absolutely 
destitute  of  the  means  which  are  needed,  in  order  to  re- 
pair and  keep  up  the  great  lines  of  communication. 
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2d.  The  Lambton  Road,  which  intersects  the  Townships 
of  Tring,  Forsyth  and  Lambton,  and  which  terminates  at 
Lake  St.  Francis,  if  it  were  repaired,  would  open  out  to 
settlers  from  the  populous  Counties  of  Dorchester,  Belle- 
chasse,  and  Quebec,  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  the 
County  of  Megantic.  Tring,  Forsyth,  Shenly,  Dorset, 
Broughton,  Winslow,  Gayhurst,  Marsten,  and  the  fertile 
lands  watered  by  Lake  Megantic,  await  the  vigorous  and 
intrepid  settler,  whose  labour  and  energy  they  will  richly 
reward. 

The  County  of  Megantic  is  composed  of  more  than 
seventeen  Townships,  and  contains,  according  to  Mr. 
Bouchette's  calculation,  937,600  acres.  In  1844,  ac- 
cording to  the  census,  the  population  did  not  exceed  6,749 
souls ;  since  that  time  it  has  rapidly  increased,  and  may 
now  amount  to  10,000  or  12,000  souls. 

For  the  District  of  Three  Rivers.  1.  The  Bland- 
ford  Road  is  a  very  important  line  of  communication,  be- 
ginning at  the  high-road,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  in  the  Seigniory  of  Gentilly,  and  ending  in 
Stanfold,  where  it  joins  the  Arthabaska  Provincial  Road, 
which  leads  from  Melbourne  to  Quebec.  This  is  a  cen- 
tral Road  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Nicolet 
and  Lotbiniere,  and  most  useful  and  beneficial,  not  only  to 
those  counties,  but  also  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Townships 
of  Stanfold,  Arthabaska,  Chester,  Warwick,  Wotton, 
Kingsey,  and  Tingwick,  because  the  settlers  in  those 
Townships  moved  thither,  nearly  all  from  the  Parishes  of 
Lotbiniere,  St.  Croix,  St.  Antoine,  St.  Pierre  les  Bec- 
quets,  Gentilly,  Becancour,  and  St.  Gregoire.  This  road, 
which  has  been  open  to  the  public  more  than  twenty 
years,  is  at  the  present  moment  impassable  to  the  extent 
of  more  than  nine  miles,  and  in  such  a  state  that  on  1st 
July  instant,  no  loaded  vehicle  had  passed  over  it  in  the 
present  season.  This  Blandford  Road,  which  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Office  of  Public  Works  to  be  repaired, 
if  it  was  in  good  order,  would  give  the  youth  of  Canada 
easy  access  and  facilities  of  settlement  in  the  Townships 
of  Arthabaska,  Chester,  and  Warwick,  where  so  large  an 
extent  of  land  still  remains  to  be  taken  up,  and  would 
accelerate  the  settlement  of  the  more  distant  Township  of 
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Wotton,  in  which  there  are  as  yet  no  more  than  a  hundred 
resident  proprietors,  and  especially  of  Stratford,  of  Ham, 
of  Winslow,  of  Weedon,  which  contain  a  considerable  ex- 
tent of  extremely  fertile  land.  ThisTownship(Weedon)is 
watered  by  Lake  Louisy,  the  waters  of  which,  abounding 
with  fish,  are  discharged  into  Lake  Aylmer,  and  form,  in 
the  interval,  a  considerable  river,  divided  into  several 
channels,  by  a  great  number  of  islands,  of  the  richest  soil. 
Weedon  belongs  to  the  British  North  American  Land 
Company,  and  the  price  of  lands  there  is  extremely  high. 

2d.  The  opening  of  a  Road,  which,  commencing  at  the 
south-west  angle  of  the  Seigniory  of  B6cancour,  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Gregoire,  would  intersect  Aston,  a  part  of 
Horton  and  Bulstrode,  and  join  the  road  which  crosses 
the  tenth  range  in  Stanfold.  This  Road,  which  would 
intersect  three  Townships  of  excellent  land,  would  re- 
quire the  construction  of  no  bridge  of  importance,  and  the 
country  is  so  level,  that  from  St.  Gregoire  to  Stanfold, 
there  is  not  a  difference  of  elevation  of  thirty  feet. 

3d.  Government  ought  also  to  provide  for  the  repair  of 
the  Shipton  Road,  which  commences  at  Port  St.  Francis. 

7.  What  plan  would  you  suggest,  in  order  to  the 
prompt  and  efficient  establishment  of  the  necessary  roads, 
to  facilitate  the  communication  with  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships? 

Government  should  aid  the  settlers,  by  finishing  the 
Blandford,  Gosford,  Lambton,  and  Shipton  Roads,  and 
opening  without  delay  that  to  Bulstrode.  These  main 
lines  concern  not  only  the  settlers  in  the  Counties  of  Me- 
gantic,  Di  ummond,  and  Sherbrooke,  but  in  a  most  impor- 
tant degree,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Nicolet, 
Champlain,  Lotbiniere,  Dorchester,  Bellechasse,  and  Que- 
bec. This  would  be  a  most  certain  and  effective  means  to 
induce  the  youth  of  the  country  to  settle  on  the  wild  lands 
of  the  Eastern  Townships,  and  to  remain  at  home.  The 
numerous  advantages  which  would  result  from  opening 
the  great  lines  recommended,  and  improving  those  which 
are  already  open,  would  amply  repay  the  charges  of  the 
work. 

8.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee,  your 
opinion  of  the  causes  which  have  contributed  to  retard  the 
settlement  of  the  Townships  ? 


Two  main  causes  have  retarded,  and  I  may  even  say, 
arrested,  the  settlement  of  our  magnificent  forests  on  the 
south  of  the  St.  Lawrence: — 

1st.  The  high  price  of  land. 

2d.  The  bad  condition  of  the  roads. 

In  the  County  of  Megantic,  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
large  proprietors  are  sold  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  shillings 
per  acre ;  some  even  absolutely  refuse  to  sell  or  concede 
their  lands,  (in  Somerset  for  instance,)  and  shamelessly 
make  a  traffic  of  the  necessities  of  the  people. 

In  Drummond,  the  price  of  waste  lands  is  from  ten  to 
twenty  shillings  per  acre;  many  proprietors  here  also  re- 
fuse to  concede,  and  are  indubitably  the  cause  of  the  de- 
parture of  many  of  our  countrymen  for  the  United  States. 

In  the  County  of  Shefford,  not  more  than  1000  acres 
were  sold  in  1848  to  new  settlers.  According  to  the  re- 
port of  H.  S.  Forster,  Esquire,  Registrar  of  the  County, 
the  general  price  of  the  lands  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
shillings  per  acre ;  Milton  and  Stukely  are  being  rapidly 
settled  by  French  Canadians. 

In  Stanstead,  the  ordinary  value  of  uncleared  lands  is 
from  five  to  seven  shillings  per  acre,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  C.  A.  Richardson,  Esquire,  Registrar  of  the 
County. 

Finally,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Registrar  of  the  County  of  Sher- 
brooke,  declares,  that  as  far  as  his  personal  knowledge 
extends,  not  a  single  new  settler  has  established  himself 
in  any  of  the  new  Townships  of  that  County.  (Report 
for  1848.)  The  lands  belonging  to  Government,  in  the 
Eastern  Townships,  are  sold  at  moderate  rates,  and  it  is 
a  cause  of  deep  regret  that  so  large  an  extent  of  fertile 
land  is  in  the  hands  of  monopolists,  and  that  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  country  should  have  been  sacrificed  to 
the  greediness  of  a  few  individuals. 

The  British  American  Land  Company  sell  their  lands 
in  all  the  Eastern  Townships  in  general,  on  ten  years' 
credit,  and  during  the  first  six  years  after  the  sale,  re- 
quire only  the  interest  of  the  purchase-money.  After- 
wards, the  principal  is  paid  in  four  annual  instalments. 
Moreover,  a  discount  of  two  per  cent  is  allowed,  for  every 
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year  for  which  the  payment  of  the  principal  is  anticipated 
provided  that  the  debt  is  paid  up,  in  ready  cash. 

9.  What  is  your  opinion  of  a  general  tax,  to  be  exclu- 
sively appropriated  to  the  opening  and  maintenance  of 
the  roads  required  ? 

The  great  reserves  of  wild  lands  being  a  public  nui- 
sance, and  an  obstacle  to  the  rapid  clearing  of  the  finest 
section  of  the  Province,  the  Legislature  has  a  right  to 
burthen  them  with  a  light  tax.  Moreover,  these  lands 
were  granted  on  certain  conditions,  which  have  been  ea- 
sily evaded  by  the  proprietors,  and  such  a  tax  would  be 
but  a  slight  compensation  for  the  wrong  which  they  have 
done  to  the  general  interests  of  the  country.  This  tax 
would  also  be  the  readiest  and  most  certain  effectual  me- 
thod of  obliging  the  large  proprietors  to  contribute  their 
part  to  the  common  statute  labor,  and  to  alienate  a  pro- 
perty which  they  continue  to  hold,  only,  with  a  view  to 
speculation ;  to  concede  or  sell  their  lands  at  more  mode- 
rate rates,  and  on  conditions  less  burdensome. 

10.  How  would  you  levy  that  tax,  and  what  ought  to 
be  its  amount  ? 

It  is  the  Government  which  ought  itself  to  levy  that 
tax,  and  adopt,  to  ensure  its  imposition,  the  measures 
which  are  most  effectual  and  most  expeditious.  If  the 
Municipal  law  worked  well,  I  should  recommend  this 
power  to  be  entrusted  to  each  Municipality.  This  tax 
ought  not  to  exceed  one  penny  per  acre,  nor  be  levied  on 
any  but  wild  lands,  and  its  produce  should  be  applied  to 
the  improvement  and  opening  out  main  lines  of  com- 
munication. 

According  to  Mr.  Bouchette's  calculation,  the  Eastern 
Townships  contain  4,886,400  acres  of  land.  Supposing 
that  two  millions  of  acres  of  wild  lands  were  taxed  at  one 
penny  per  acre  only,  this  light  tax  would  produce  every 
year,  the  sum  of  £4,166  13  4.  I  do  not  think  I  am  far 
from  the  truth,  when  I  allege  that  the  probable  cost  of  the 
Blanford,  Gosford,  Shipton,  Lambton  and  Bulstrode 
Roads,  required  so  long  since  by  the  Counties  of  Drum- 
mond,  Megantic,  Nicolet,  Lotbiniere,  Dorchester  and 
Bellechasse,  would  not  exceed  the  sum  of  £12,000.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  three  years  the  Government  would  be  re- 
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imbursed,  and  this  advance  so  strenuously  desired,  would 
produce  the  greatest  advantages  to  the  country.  Can  the 
Government  refuse  to  accede  to  demands  so  just  and  so 
necessary  ?  And  as  it  is  throwing  away  considerable  sums 
in  opening  or  improving  main  lines  of  road,  if  they  are  not 
afterwards  kept  up,  in  order  to  obviate  such  incovenience 
as  the  decay  of  them  would  entail,  toll-gates  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  established  at  all  the  provincial  roads. 
I  take  the  liberty  of  remarking  that,  in  1848,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Townships  of  Stanfold,  Somerset,  Blandford, 
Bulstrode,  Arthabaska,  Halifax,  Warwick  and  others, 
addressed  Petitions  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  the 
immediate  repair  of  the  main  lines  of  road,  and  suggesting 
that  Toll- Gates  ought  to  be  placed  on  those  roads,  to  pro- 
vide a  fund  for  their  maintenance. 

11.  Can  you  lay  before  the  Committee  a  copy  of  any 
Deed  of  Sale  by  proprietors  of  lands,  to  purchasers  in  the 
Townships? 

I  am  able  to  lay  before  the  Committee : — 
1st.  A  Deed  of  Sale,  by  Richard  Charlton,  Esq.,  to  Mr. 
Pierre  Coulombe. 

2nd.  Three  Deeds  of  Sale,  by  L.   M.  Cresse\  Esq., 
Attorney  for  George  Gregory,  Esq.,  to 
Charles  Beauchene, 
J.  Bte.  Laroche, 
Joseph  Lavigne. 
3rd.  Three  Deeds  of  Sale,  by  George  Leonard  Marler, 
Esq.,  Attorney  for  Thomas  Allen  Stayner,  Esq.,  to 
Mr.  Bruneau  Richard, 
Mr.  Joseph  Tourigny, 
Mr.  Simon  Laf ranee. 
4th.  A  Deed  of   Sale,  by  Thos.  A.   Lambert,  Esq., 
Agent  for  Peter  Paterson,  Esq.,  to 

Mr.  Francois  Lafrance. 
5th.  A  Deed  of  Sale,  by  Mr.  Francis  Gilbert,  to 
Mr.  Ambroise  Morin. 

12.  Are  you  able  to  lay  before  this  Committee,  a  copy 
of  any  Deeds  of  Sale,  executed  by  the  agent  of  the  Clergy 
Reserves,  to  any  individuals? 

I  have  no  copy  in  my  possession,  of  any  Deeds  of  Sale 
executed  by  the  Agent  of  the  Clergy  Reserves;   but  I 
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think  that  the  very  burdensome  conditions  imposed  on 
settlers  upon  Clergy  Lots,  are  sufficiently  shewn  in  the 
first  Report  of  the  Committee,  page  26.  I  think  \% 
enough  that  I  point  out  again  the  express  condition  to  bo 
agreed  to,  in  every  future  sale  of  Clergy  Reserves,  that 
the  purchaser  shall  not,  until  he  has  paid  up  in  full  the 
purchase-money  for  his  lot,  be  allowed  to  cut  down  or  car- 
ry away  the  wood,  unless  for  the  clearing  of  his  land,  or 
for  building. 

13.  Having  noted  the  contents  of  these  Deeds,  do  you 
consider  that  the  terms  therein  conditioned,  are  prejudicial 
to  the  settlement  of  the  Townships,  and  can  you  assign 
any  reason  why  they  should  be  so? 

I  consider  that  these  Deeds  are  very  detrimental  to  the 
settlement  of  the  Eastern  Townships,  and  that  the  op- 
pressive conditions  of  such  bargains  can  have  but  one 
effect — the  closing  up  of  the  Townships  against  the  poorer 
classes.  I  take  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  the  Com^ 
mittee,  the  charges,  clauses,  conditions,  reserves,  and  re- 
strictions mentioned  in  the  Deed  of  Sale  by  L.  M.  Cresse\ 
Esquire,  Attorney  for  George  Gregory,  Esquire,  to 
Joseph  Lavigne,  of  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  Township  of 
Arthabaska,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, on  the  terms  and  conditions  here  mentioned : — "  This 
present  sale,  transfer,  surrender,  conveyance,  and  assign- 
ment so  made,  on  the  condition  that  the  said  purchaser, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  fulfil,  perform,  and  discharge 
immediately  and  punctually,  all  the  charges,  clauses,  and 
conditions  mentioned  and  specified  in  the  Letters  Patent 
issued  by  the  Government  of  this  Province,  granting  the 
said  lot  of  Land  ;  and  further,  in  consideration  that  the 
said  purchaser,  his  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns  shall  im- 
mediately perform  or  cause  to  be  performed  the  duties  of 
actual  residence  on  the  said  lot  of  Land,  or  on  the  said 
part  thereof,  and  to  continue  so  to  do  without  interrup- 
tion; to  all  which  the  said  purchaser  binds  himself,  under 
the  penalty  of  losing  all  his  rights  in  the  said  Lot  or  Par^- 
eel  of  Land,  and  of  being  responsible  for  all  costs,  da- 
mages and  interest  which  may  accrue  therefrom,  and  it 
being  well  and  expressly  understood  and  agreed,  that 
from  the  day  that   the  said  purchaser,  his   heirs  and  as- 
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signs  shall  cease  to  perform  the  duties  of  actual  residency 
and  to  reside  upon  the  said  lot  of  Land,  or  on  the  said 
part  of  the  said  lot  of  Land,  the  said  Luc  Michel 
Cresse,  in  his  said  capacity  of  agent  and  attorney,  or  his 
said  constituent,  or  the  constituent  of  his  constituent,  the 
said  George  Gregory,  Esquire,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
be  empowered,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  sell,  cede,  and 
dispose  of  anew  the  said  lot  of  Land  or  of  part  thereof, 
in  favor  of  any  one  he  or  they  shall  think  proper,  and  in  tho 
same  manner  as  if  the  present  contract  had  never  been 
made  and  executed,  and  this  without  any  form  of  pro- 
ceeding, to  which  the  said  purchaser  consents,  without  the 
right  of  receiving  or  demanding  any  indemnification  or 
remuneration  from  the  said  vendor  in  his  said  capacity, 
or  from  any  other  person,  either  for  outlays,  improve- 
ments, or  otherwise;  and  the  said  purchaser  shall  have 
no  right  to  cut,  sell,  or  dispose  of  any  spruce  or 
other  wood,  of  what  kind  soever,  which  may  be  on  the 
said  lot  of  Land,  so  long  as  the  price  or  sum  hereinafter 
mentioned  shall  not  have  been  duly  paid  and  acquitted, 
&c,  &c,  &e.  The  said  vendor  reserving  to  himself  all 
convenient  and  proper  places,  positions  and  sites,  for  the 
erection  and  construction  of  mills  and  manufactories  of 
all  kinds,  whether  there  be  one  or  more  places,  positions, 
or  sites  suitable  for  these  purposes,"  &c,  &c. 

I  beg  the  Committee  to  observe  that  Mr.  Gregory, 
possesses  in  Arthabaska,  10,800  acres  of  Land,  and  that 
he  agrees  to  sell  his  lands  on  no  other  than  the  very  op- 
pressive conditions  which  I  have  just  detailed. 

(Signed,)         ANT.  RACINE, 

Ptre. 


THE  following  extract  is  laid  before  the  Committee,  by 
Mr.  Racine : — 
The  British  American  Land  Company,  offer  for  sal© 
to  Emigrants  and  other  settlers,  the  whole  of  their  Lands 
in  the  Eastern  Townships  of  Canada,  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  600,000  acres. 
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The  Company  will  sell  their  Lands  generally  through- 
out the  Eastern  Townships,  on  a  credit  of  ten  years,  the 
interest  only  being  required  annually  during  the  first  six 
years  after  purchase,  and  the  principal,  payable  in  four  an- 
nual instalments  thereafter. 

As  an  inducement  to  persons  now  settled  on  the  Com- 
pany's Land,  to  make  prompt  payment,  a  discount  of  two 
per  cent  will  be  allowed  for  each  year,  for  which  payment 
of  the  principal  is  anticipated,  provided  the  debt  be  dis- 
charged in  full  in  cash. 

Applications  may  be  addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Company,  Sherbrooke,  Canada. 

A.  T.  GALT, 

Commissioner. 


Mr.  Racine  produces  the  following  deeds,  as  forming 
part  of  his  evidence: — 

BEFORE  the  undersigned  Public  Notary  for  that  part 
of  Canada,  which  formerly  constituted  the  Province 
of  Lower  Canada,  residing  in  the  Township  of  Stan- 
fold,  in  the  County  of  Drummond,  in  the  District  of 
Three  Rivers,  and  the  witnesses  hereinafter  named: — 
Came  and  appeared,  Richard  Charlton,  residing  in  the 
City  of  Quebec,  Esquire,  Advocate; 

Who  hath  by  these  presents  voluntarily  sold,  aban- 
doned, transferred,  yielded,  and  made  over,  henceforth 
and  for  ever,  and  hath  promised,  and  doth  hereby  pro- 
mise to  guarantee  the  same  from  all  difficulties,  donations, 
dower,  debts,  hypothecs,  ejectments,  substitutions,  alien- 
ations, and  all  other  hindrances  generally  whatsoever, 
to  Pierre  Coulombe,  residing  in  the  said  Township  of 
Stanfold,  Yeoman,  hereunto  present  and  accepting  as 
purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  assigns  and  representa- 
tives for  ever,  to  wit:  a  lot  of  land  lying  and  situate  in 
the  ninth  range  of  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold,  forming 
part  of  lot  number  twelve,  containing  four  chains,  seventy- 
five  links  front  on  the  direction  of  the  boundary  lines,  on 
the  depth  of  the  lot,  forming  altogether  thirty-two  super- 
ficial acres  of  laud,  joining  in  front  the  eighth  range,  and 
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in  the  rear  the  tenth  range,  on  the  north-east  the 
lands  of  Joseph  Desbares,  the  elder,  on  the  south-west 
those  of  Jean  Poirier,  together  with  its  circumstances 
and  dependencies  as  the  whole  now  stands,  and  with 
which  the  said  purchaser  states  himself  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted, and  declares  himself  content  and  satisfied ; 
without  any  exceptions  whatsoever  on  the  part  of  the 
vendor,  to  whom  the  said  land  belongs,  as  having  ac- 
quired the  same  with  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  from 
Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Wilson,  by  a  Deed  executed  be- 
fore A.  B.  Sirois,  and  his  colleague,  Notaries  at  Quebec, 
on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-five,  a  copy  whereof  the  said  vendor  doth  pro- 
mise to  furnish  to  the  said  purchaser  when  required ;  and 
the  said  purchaser  doth  hereby  oblige  himself  to  furnish, 
at  his  own  costs  and  charges,  to  the  said  vendor,  a  duly 
registered  copy  of  these  presents. 

The  said  sale  being  made  on  condition  that  the  said 
purchaser  shall  conform  to  the  charges,  clauses,  and  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  Letters  Patent  of  the  said  twelfth 
lot,  and  further  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  price  and 
sum  of  twenty-nine  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence  currency,  to  remain  with  the  consent  of  the  parties, 
in  the  hands  of  the  said  purchaser,  a  titre  de  constitution 
de  rente,  on  payment  by  the  latter  to  the  said  vendor, 
his  heirs,  or  assigns,  at  his  residence  at  Quebec,  or  to  the 
bearer,  the  sum  of  one  pound  fifteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence  currency,  annual  rent,  payable  on  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
tember in  each  year,  until  the  redeeming  of  the  said  rent, 
which  may  be  redeemed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  pur- 
chaser, on  his  paying  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs,  and  as- 
signs, the  said  sum  of  twenty-nine  pounds,  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  seven  pence  currency,  in  as  many  payments  as 
the  said  purchaser  shall  deem  expedient,  provided  how- 
ever that  no  such  payment  shall  be  less  than  seven  pounds, 
ten  shillings  currency,  with  the  arrears  of  rent  then  due, 
and  all  lawful  costs  and  expences. 

And  for  securing  the  payment  thereof,  the  said  pur- 
chaser doth  henceforth  specially  oblige,  bind,  and  hypo- 
thecate the  said  land  hereby  sold. 
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By  means  whereof,  the  said  Vendor  doth  make  over  to 
the  said  purchaser,  all  and  every  right  of  property,  and 
other  rights  whatsoever,  which  he  may  have  or  claim 
in  and  upon  the  said  lot  of  land  above  mentioned,  resign- 
ing and  abandoning  the  same,  for  the  profit  and  advan- 
tage of  the  said  purchaser,  being  desirous  and  consenting 
that  the  said  purchaser  enjoy,  make  use,  and  dispose- 
of  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
as  sole  proprietor  thereof,  from  henceforth  and  for  ever, 
by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

And  for  the  execution  of  these  presents,  the  said  par- 
ties have  elected  their  domiciles^;  their  respective  resi- 
dences, where,  &c,  for  thus,  &c. 

Done  and  passed  in  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold,  in 
the  office  of  F.  X.  Pratte,  Notary,  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  tenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  in  the  presence  of  Messrs.  Louis  Richard, 
of  Stanfold,  aforesaid,  and  Francois  Lemay  Poudrier,  of 
the  Township  of  Somerset,  witnesses,  who  have  signed 
with  us,  the  undersigned  Notary,  together  with  the  said 
vendor,  the  said  purchaser  having  declared  that  he  can- 
not sign  his  name,  on  being  thereunto  requested,  these 
presents  having  been  first  duly  read. 

Signed  on  the  minute  remaining  of  record  in  the  said 
office. 

RICHARD   CHARLTON. 

his 

PIERRE  X    COULOMBE, 

mark. 

LOUIS  RICHARD,     I  ^^ 
F.  L.  POUDRIER,       J 

And  the  undersigned, 

F.  X.  PRATTE,  N.P. 


BEFORE  the  undersigned  Notaries,  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn  for  that  part  of  the  Province  of  Canada, 
heretofore   constituting  the  Province  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, residing  in  the  village  of  Nicolet,  in  the  Seig- 
niory of  Nicolet,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste 
de  Nicolet,  in  the  County  of  Nicolet,  in  the  District 
of  Three  Rivers,  in  the  said  part  of  the  Province  of 
Canada : — 
Personally  came  and    appeared,   Luc   Michel   Cress£, 
residing  in  the  said  Village,  Parish,  Seigniory,  and  Coun- 
ty of  Nicolet,  Esquire,  Notary,  acting  in   his  capacity  of 
Agent  and  Attorney,  duly  authorized  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  a  certain  power  of  Attorney,  bearing  date  and  ex- 
ecuted at  Montreal,  before  two  Notaries,  and  whereof  J. 
J.  Gibb,  one  of  the  two,  hath  kept  a  minute,  bearing  date 
the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  from  John  Blackwood  For- 
syth, of  the  said  city  of  Montreal,   Esquire,  Attorney 
duly  constituted  and  appointed  by  George  Gregory,  here- 
tofore  of  the   said    city   of  Montreal,  now  of  Bath,  in 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  called  England,  Esquire,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
a  certain  power  of  Attorney,  bearing  date  and  executed 
before  two  Notaries,  and  a  minute    whereof  is  kept  by 
William  Bleakley,  one  of  them,  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Which  said  Luc  Michel  Cresse,  by  virtue  of  the  autho- 
rity granted  him  by  the  said  power  of  Attorney,  bearing 
date  the  sixteenth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-four,  constituting  him  Attorney  as  aforesaid;  and  in 
his  said  quality  and  capacity  of  Attorney,  hath  by  these 
presents  acknowledged  and  confessed  to  have  sold,  aban- 
doned, assigned,  transferred,  conveyed,  and  made  over, 
from  henceforth  and  for  ever,  unto  Charles  Bourbeau 
Beauchene,  of  the  Township  of  Arthabaska,  in  the  County 
of  Drummond,  Yeoman,  hereunto  present  and  accepting 
hereof  as  purchaser  for  himself,  his  heirs,  assigns,  and  re- 
presentatives for  ever,  that  is  to  say :  all  that  lot  or  parcel  of 
land,  or  all  that  part  of  a  lot  and  parcel  of  land,  being  and 
situate  in  the  Township  of  Arthabaska,  in  the  County  of 
Drummond,  in  the  said  section  of  the  said  Province,  com- 
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monly  known  and  distinguished  as  forming  part  of  lot 
number  six  of  the  third  range  of  the  said  Township,  and 
as  being  the  exact  fourth  part  of  the  south  side  of  the  said 
lot  of  land,  number  six,  containing  twoarpents  in  front,  by 
twenty-five  arpents  in  depth,  more  or  less ;  bounded  in 
front  by  the  division  and  separation  line  between  the  said 
third  range  and  the  second  range,  in  the  rear  by  the  divi- 
sion and  separation  line  between  the  said  third  and  fourth 
range  of  the  said  Township,  joining  on  one  side,  to  the 
north,  to  the  other  three-fourths  or  the  remainder  of  the 
said  lot  number  six  ;  and  on  the  other  side,  to  the  south, 
the  division  line  between  the  said  lot  number  six  and 
lot  number  five  of  the  said  third  range,  without  any  gua- 
rantee to  furnish  the  extent  of  the  said  lot  of  land,  or  of 
any  part  thereof. 

As  the  whole  now  stands  and  appears,  together  with 
all  its  appurtenances  and  dependencies,  with  all  which 
the  said  purchaser  avers  that  he  is  well  acquainted,  having 
seen  and  visited  the  same,  and  with  which  he  declares 
himself  to  be  content  and  satisfied,  and  that  he  does  not 
require  a  fuller  description  thereof. 

The  said  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  or  part  of  lot  or  parcel 
of  land  hereinabove  described,  belonging  and  having  been 
sold  to  the  said  George  Gregory,  Esquire,  by  good  and 
sufficient  deeds,  title,  and  contracts. 

To  have  and  to  hold,  use,  enjoy,  and  dispose  of  the  said 
lot  of  Land,  or  the  said  part  thereof,  with  the  dependen- 
cies, to  the  said  purchaser,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  as  to 
him  may  seem  fit,  and  as  belonging  to  him,  en  pleine pro- 
priety by  virtue  of  these  presents,  possession  thereof  to 
begin  from  this  date,  and  to  continue  hereafter  for  ever, 
subject  to  the  charges,  clauses,  conditions,  reservations, 
and  restrictions  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  present  sale,  cession,  transfer,  surrender  and  con- 
veyance so  made,  for  and  in  consideration  that  the  said 
purchaser,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  accomplish,  bear, 
and  execute  immediately  and  punctually,  all  the  charges, 
clauses,  and  conditions  mentioned  and  specified  in  the 
Letters  Patent,  issued  by  the  Government  of  the  said 
Province,  granting  the  said  lot  of  land  ;  and  further,  in 
consideration  that  the  said  purchaser,  his  heirs,  successors, 
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and  assigns,  shall  immediately  perform,  or  cause  to  be 
performed,  the  duties  of  actual  residence,  tenir  feu  etlieu, 
on  the  said  lot  of  Land,  or  on  the  said  part  thereof,  and  to 
continue  so  to  do  without  interruption ;  to  all  which  the 
said  purchaser  binds  himself,  under  the  penalty  of  losing 
all  his  rights  in  the  said  lot  or  parcel  of  Land,  and  of 
being  responsible  for  all  costs,  damages,  and  interest  which 
may  accrue  therefrom ;  and  it  being  expressly  understood 
and  agreed  that  from  the  day  that  the  said  purchaser,  his 
heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  cease  to  perform  the  duties  of 
actual  residence,  tenir  feu  et  lieu,  and  to  reside  upon  the 
said  lot  of  Land,  or  on  the  said  part  of  the  said  lot  of 
Land,  which  the  said  Luc  Michel  Cresse\  in  his  said  capa- 
city of  Agent  and  Attorney,  or  his  said  constituent,  or 
the  constituent  of  his  constituent,  the  said  George  Gre- 
gory, Esquire,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  shall  be  empowered, 
and  shall  have  the  right  to  sell,  cede  and  dispose  of  anew 
the  said  lot  of  Land  or  of  part  thereof,  in  favor  of  any  one 
they  shall  think  proper,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
present  deed  had  never  been  made  and  executed,  and 
this  without  any  form  of  proceeding ;  to  which  the  said 
purchaser  conseuts,  without  the  right  of  recovering  or 
demanding  any  indemnification  or  remuneration  from  the 
said  vendor,  in  his  said  capacity,  or  from  any  other  per- 
son either  for  outlays,  improvements,  or  otherwise,  the 
said  purchaser  yielding  and  surrendering  them  to  the  said 
vendor,  in  his  said  capacity,  and  expressly  renouncing 
thereto  from  this  day  for  ever. 

The  said  purchaser  doth  also  bind  himself,  his  heirs,  and 
assigns,  to  build  and  construct  immediately  on  the  said  lot 
of  land,  a  good  house,  adapted  for  habitation  or  lodging, 
and  to  keep  and  maintain  the  same  in  good  condition, 
without  the  power  or  right  of  pulling  down  the  same  ;  to 
cause  the  said  lot  of  land  to  be  measured,  marked  out, 
and  surveyed  by  a  sworn  Land  Surveyor,  on  its  whole 
breadth,  length,  and  depth,  at  his  own  costs  and  charges, 
whenever  the  same  shall  be  necessary,  to  afford  light  and 
air  (donner  du  dccouvert)  to  his  neighbours,  whenever 
they  require  it ;  to  make  fences  and  ditches,  in  common 
with  his  said  neighbors,  and  to  allow  and  provide  for  all 
roads,   bridges,    and   watercourses,   which  shall   be  con- 
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&idered  and  judged  expedient  and  necessary,  and  main- 
tain them  in  good  condition,  without  the  said  vendor  in- 
his  said  capacities,  or  the  said  George  Gregory,  Esquire, 
his  successors  and  assigns,  being  held  and  bound  in  any 
of  the  obligations,  charges,  or  servitudes  hereinbefore  de- 
tailed, nor  gene-rally  in  any  other  charges,  obligations,  or 
servitudes  whatsoever  for  their  other  lots  of  land,  or  parts 
thereof,  not  sold  or  disposed  of;  the  said  purchaser,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  being  bound  to  pay  and  discharge  all 
Municipal  and  Road  taxes,  contributions,  rights  and  dues 
at  present  in  force,  and  which  shall  hereafter  become  due, 
which  may  be  levied  on  the  said  lot  of  land,  or  to  which 
it  may  be  subjected. 

And  the  said  purchaser  shall  have  no  right  to  cut, 
sell,  or  dispose  of  any  fir,  spruce,  or  other  wood  of 
whatever  kind  soever,  which  may  be  on  the  said  lot  of 
land,  so  long  as  the  price  and  sum  hereinafter  mentioned 
shall  not  have  been  duly  paid  and  acquitted,  of*  which 
wood  the  said  vendor  in  his  said  capacity,  makes  an  ex- 
press reservation,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  cede,  sell,  and 
dispose  of  it  as,  and  to  whom  he  shall  see  fit,  accounting 
nevertheless  to  the  said  purchaser  for  the  price  of  such 
sales  of  the  said  wood  made  by  him,  by  deducting  the 
amount  thereof  from  the  sum  hereinafter  agreed  upon ; 
the  said  vendor,  in  his  said  capacity,  most  expressly  re- 
serving all  roads  and  rights  of  way  to  enable  him  to  go  to, 
and  communicate  wheresoever  he  shall  think  fit,  with  ail 
descriptions  of  vehicles,  and  at  all  times,  and  for  ever. 

The  present  sale  being  so  made  and  agreed  to,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  price  or  sum  of  thirty-seven 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  current  money  of  this  Province, 
which  said  sum  the  said  purchaser  doth  bind  and  oblige 
himself  to  pay,  and  satisfy  to  the  said  vendor,  in  his  said 
capacities,  or  to  the  said  George  Gregory,  Esquire,  or  to 
their  order,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say :  the  sum  of  nine 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  currency,  in  one 
year  from  the  date  hereof;  a  like  sum  in  two  years  from 
the  date  hereof;  a  like  sum  in  three  years  from  the  date 
hereof;  and  a  like  final  sum  in  full  and  perfect  payment.. 
in  four  years  from  the  date  hereof;  prefixed  terms  ; 
on  pain,  &c. ;  and  with  legal  interest,  at  six  per  centum 
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per  annum,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  date  hereof,  and 
continue  due  until  full  payment  of  the  said  sum  ;  the 
said  interest  to  be  payable  annually  at  the  expiration 
of  every  year.  The  said  vendor,  in  his  said  capa- 
cities, reserving-  to  himself  all  convenient  and  proper 
places,  positions,  and  sites  for  the  erection  and  con- 
struction of  Mills  and  Manufactories  of  all  kinds,  and 
if  he  shall  select  one  or  more  convenient  and  proper  po- 
sitions, sites,  and  places  for  that  purpose,  together  with 
the  lands  and  extent  of  lands,  requisite  and  necessary  for 
the  utility  and  working-  of  the  said  Mills  or  Manufacto- 
ries, the  price  or  sum  hereinabove  agreed  upon  shall  be 
diminished,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  said  sites, 
and  the  said  purchaser  shall  have  no  right  to  erect  or  con- 
struct any  Mill  or  Factory  whatsoever,  on  the  said  lot  of 
land  hereby  sold,  or  on  any  part  thereof,  under  penalty  of 
demolition  thereof,  and  of  all  losses,  damages,  and  interest 
accruing  therefrom. 

And  for  securing  the  performance  of  all  that  is  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  the  said  purchaser  hath  from  this 
day,  charged,  bound,  and  hypothecated,  all  and  every 
his  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  whatsoever,  pre- 
sent and  future,  and  specially  the  aforesaid  lot  of  land, 
hereinbefore  described  and  sold,  one  obligation  not  dero- 
gating however  from  the  other,  &c.  The  said  purchaser 
doth  bind  and  oblige  himself  to  pay  for  the  present 
deed,  and  to  furnish,  provide,  and  transmit  forthwith, 
wherever  it  shall  be  required  by  the  said  vendor,  in  his 
said  capacities,  a  copy  of  these  presents,  duly  enregistered 
at  his  own  proper  costs  and  charges. 

And  for  the  execution  of  these  presents,  the  said  par- 
ties hereto  in  their  said  capacities,  have  elected  their  do- 
micile at  their  said  abodes,  to  which  places  &c,  notwith- 
standing, &c,  promising,  &c,  obliging  and  renouncing,  &c. 

Thus  done  and  passed,  in  the  office  of  George  David, 
Notary,  in  the  said  Village,  Seigniory,  Parish,  and 
County  of  Nicolet,  in  the  forenoon  of  the  twenty-second 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  the  said  vendor  in  his  said 
capacities  hath  signed,  in  the  presence  of  us  Notaries,  and 
the  said  purchaser  having  declared  that  he  cannot  write 
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nor  sign  his  name,  on  being  thereunto  requested,  the  same 
having  been  first  duly  read. 

(Signed,)    '     LUC.  M.  CRESSE, 

J.  J.  R.  LECOMPTE, 

Attorney,  N.P. 
GEO.  DAVID,  Notary. 
A  true  copy  of  the  minute  remaining  of  record  in  the 
office  of  the  undersigned  Notary. 

(Signed,)  GEO.  DAVID,  N.P. 

The  terms  and  conditions  of  the  two  other  Deeds  of 
Sale  by  the  said  L.  M.  Cresse,  as  Attorney,  in  favor  of 
J.  Bte.  Laroche,  and  of  Joseph  Lavigne,  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  last  recited  Deed  of  Sale. 


*ON  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  month  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-four,  before  us  the  undersigned  Public   Nota- 
ries, duly  admitted  and  sworn  for  that  part  of  the 
Province  of  Canada,  formerly  constituting  the  Pro- 
vince of  Lower  Canada,  residing  in  the  Village  and 
Parish  of  Nicolet,  in  Lower  Canada  aforesaid : — 
Personally  came  and  appeared,  George  Leonard  Mar- 
ler,  residing  at  Drummondville,  in  the  Township  of  Gran- 
tham, one  of  the  Eastern  Townships  of  the  said  Province, 
Esquire,  acting  in  that  behalf  in  the  name  of,  and  as  the 
duly  constituted  Attorney  (by  letter  of  Attorney,  passed 
before  Louis  Panet,  and  his  colleague,  Notaries  Public, 
residing  in  the   City  of  Quebec,  in  the  said   Province, 
bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-three,)  of  Thomas  Allen  Stayner, 
of  the  Parish  of  Quebec,  in  the  County  of  Quebec,  and 
District  of  Quebec,  Esquire,  Deputy  Post  Master  Ge- 
neral for  British  North  America,  of  the  one  part ;  and 
Bruneau    Richard,  farmer,  residing  in  the  Township  of 
Stanfold,  also  one  of  the  said  Eastern  Townships,  of  the 
other  part ;   which  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  de- 
clared and  acknowledged  before  us,  the  said  Notaries,  as 


•  The  above  Deed  of  Sale  was  laid  before  the  Committee  in  En- 
glish, having  been  originally  drawn  up  in  that  language, — W.B.  L.,  jr. 
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follows,  that  is  to  say :  the  said  George  Leonard  Mauler, 
Esquire,  acting  as  aforesaid,  for  the  consideration  herein- 
after mentioned,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell, 
and  confirm  unto  the  said  Bruneau  Richard,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  all  that  certain  lot  of  land,  situate,  lying, 
and  being  as  follows : — in  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold, 
in  the  County  of  Drummond,  in  the  District  of  Three 
Rivers,  in  the  said  Province,  and  commonly  known  and 
distinguished  as  a  part  of  lot  number  six,  of  the  ninth 
range  of  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold,  containing  two 
acres  less  five  feet  in  front,  or  less,  upon  the  depth  of  the 
said  lot  number  six,  and  forming  altogether  the  quantity 
of  forty-four  acres  of  land  in  superficies,  or  less,  bounded 
in  front  by  the  division  line  between  the  said  ninth  range, 
and  the  eighth  range  of  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold ; 
in  rear  by  the  division  line  between  the  said  ninth  range 
and  the  tenth  range  of  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold  ;  on 
one  side,  to  the  north-east,  by  the  remainder  of  the  said  lot 
number  six ;  and  on  the  other  side,  to  the  south-west,  at 
two  acres  from  the  division  line  between  the  said  lot 
number  six  and  lot  number  seven,  and  joining  Olivier 
LeBlanc,  and  without  any  guarantee  to  furnish  the  pre- 
cise quantity  or  extent  of  the  said  land.  To  have  and  to 
hold  the  said  lot  of  land  and  premises  hereinbefore  grant- 
ed, bargained,  and  sold,  or  intended  so  to  be,  with  their 
and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  unto  and  to  the  use  of 
the  said  Bruneau  Richard,  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs for  ever.  This  present  sale  and  conveyance  thus 
made,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty-seven 
pounds  and  fifteen  shillings,  lawful  current  money  of  the 
Province  of  Canada;  which  said  sum  of  money,  the  said 
Bruneau  Richard,  purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and 
assigns,  doth  hereby  promise  and  undertake  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  said  Thomas  Allen  Stayner,  his  heirs  or  as- 
signs, as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  the  sum  of  six  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  currency,  in  or  before 
the  course  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-five ;  an  equal  and  like  sum, 
in  or  before  the  course  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six ;  an  equal 
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and  like  sum  in  or  before  the  course  of  the  month  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven ;  and  an  equal  and  like  sum  for  the 
last  and  final  and  complete  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
twenty-seven  pounds  and  fifteen  shillings,  currency,  in  or 
before  the  course  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  prefixed  terms  ; 
under  pain,  &c,  and  with  legal  interest,  on  the  same,  from 
the  first  day  of  the  month  of  January  last,  payable  at  the 
end  of  each  and  every  year  ;  the  first  payment  becoming 
payable  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-fire.  Doth  hereby 
engage,  promise,  and  oblige  himself,  the  said  purchaser, 
to  pay  the  present  deed,  and  to  furnish  immediately  the 
said  vendor,  in  his  said  quality  and  capacity,  with  a  copy 
of  the  same,  duly  enregistered,  wherever  it  is  requi- 
site, at  his  own  costs  and  expenses.  And  for  securing 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty-seven  pounds  and 
fifteen  shillings,  currency,  and  interest  thereon  as  afore- 
said, the  said  Bruneau  Richard,  purchaser,  doth  hereby 
mortgage  and  hypothecate,  especially,  the  above  described 
lot  of  land  and  premises  hereby  sold,  or  intended  so  to  be. 

And  for  the  due  execution  of  these  presents,  the  said 
parties,  in  their  respective  qualities  and  capacities,  have 
made  election  of  their  domiciles,  at  their  several  places  of 
abode,  where,  &c.,  notwithstanding,  &c,  promising,  &c, 
obliging,  &c,  renouncing,  &c. 

Thus  done  and  passed,  at  the  office  of  Luc  Michel 
Cresse,  Notary,  in  the  Village  and  Parish  of  Nicolet 
aforesaid,  on  the  day,  month,  and  year  first  above  written, 
and  the  said  vendor,  in  his  said  quality  and  capacity,  hath 
signed  with  us,  the  said  Notaries,  and  the  said  purchaser, 
hath  said  and  declared  he  cannot  write  or  sign  his  name, 
being  illiterated,  of  that  enquired  after  due  reading. 
(Signed,)  G.  L.  MARLER, 

GEO.  DAVID,  Notary,  and 
L.  M.  CRESSE,  Notary. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  remaining  of  record  in 
the  office  of  the  undersigned  Notary. 

(Signed,)  L.  M.  CRESSE,  N.P. 
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The  terms  and  conditions  of  the  two  other  Deeds  is£ 
Sale  by  the  said  G.  L.  Mailer,  as  Attorney,  in  favor  of 
Joseph  Tourigny,  and  of  Simon  Lafrance,  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  last  above  recited  Deed  of  Sale. 


*ON  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four, 
before  us,  the  undersigned  Public  Notaries,  duly  ad- 
mitted  and  sworn,  for  that  part  of  the  Province  of 
Canada,  formerly  constituting  the  Province  of  Lower 
Canada,  residing  at  the  Village  and  Parish  of  Nico- 
let,  in  Lower  Canada,  aforesaid: — 
Personally   came  and  appeared,    Thomas   Alexander 
Lambert,  Esquire,  residing  at  the  Village  and  Parish  of 
Becancour,  in  the  County  of  Nicolet,  in  the  District  of 
Three  Rivers,  acting  in  that  behalf,  in   the  name  of,  and 
as  the  duly  constituted  Attorney  (by  letter  of  Attorney, 
passed   before  Archibald   Campbell    and    his   colleague, 
Notaries   Public,  residing  at  the  City  of  Quebec,  in  the 
eaid  Province,  bearing  date  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-four)  of  Peter  Patterson,  Esquire,  of  the 
City  of  Quebec,  in  the  County  of  Quebec,  and  District  of 
Quebec,  of  the  one  part;  and  Francois  Lafrance,  farmer, 
residing  in  the  Township  of  Stanfold,  in  the  County  of 
Drummond,  in  the  said  District  of  Three  Rivers,  of  the 
other  part ;  which  said  parties  to  these  presents,  have  de- 
clared and  acknowledged  before  us,  the  said  Notaries,  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say:  the  said  Thomas  Alexander  Lam- 
bert, Esquire,  acting  as  aforesaid,  for  the  consideration 
hereinafter  mentioned,  hath  granted,  bargained^,  sold,  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell, 
and  confirm   unto   the   said   Francois  Lafrance,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  for  ever,  all  that  certain  lot  of  land  situate, 
lying,  and  being  as  follows  :  in  the  said  Township  of  Stan- 
fold,  in  the  said  County  of  Drummond,  in  the  said  District 
of  Three  Rivers,  in   the  said   Province,  and  commonly 
known  and  distinguished  as  a  part  of  lot  number  fifteen  of 

*  This  Deed    was  also   originally  drawn  up  in  English,  and  laj.<l 
before  the  Committee  in  that  language \V.  B.  L..  Jr. 
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the  ninth  range  of  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold,  con- 
taining five  chains  and  thirty  links  in  front,  or  less,  upon 
the  depth  of  the  said  lot  number  fifteen,  and  forming  al- 
together forty  acres  of  land  in  superficies,  or  less  ;  bounded 
in  front  by  the  division  line  between  the  said  ninth  range 
and  the  eighth  range  of  the  said  Townships  ;  in  rear  by  the 
division  line  between  the  said  ninth  range  and  the  tenth 
range  of  the  said  Township  of  Stanfold ;  joining  on  one 
side,  to  the  east,  to  Charles  Champagne  ;  and  on  the  other 
side,  to  the  west,  to  Jean  Marie  Lefebvre,  or  his  repre- 
sentatives. 

And  without  any  guarantee  to  furnish  the  precise  mea- 
sure or  extent  of  the  said  land. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lot  of  land  and  premises, 
hereinbefore  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  or  intended  so 
to  be,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  unto 
and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Francois  Lafrance,  purchaser, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

This  present  sale  and  conveyance  thus  made,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds,  lawful 
current  money  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  which  said  sum 
of  money,  the  said  Francois  Lafrance,  purchaser,  for  him- 
self, his  heirs  and  assigns,  doth  hereby  promise  and  un- 
dertake to  pay  the  same,  for  the  said  Peter  Patterson, 
Esquire,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say: 
the  sum  of  six  pounds  and  five  shillings,  currency,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five;  an  equal  and 
like  sum,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
six;  an  equal  and  like  sum,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven ;  and  an  equal  and  like  sum,  for 
the  last,  final,  and  complete  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
twenty-five  pounds  currency,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight;  prefixed  terms;  under  pains,  &c.  And  with 
legal  interest  on  the  same,  from  the  date  hereof,  and  pay- 
able at  the  end  of  each  and  every  year  ;  the  first  payment 
becoming  payable  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
five. 
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Moreover,  this  present  sale  is  thus  mude,  subject  to  the 
following  clauses,  conditions,  charges,  reservations,  and 
restrictions,  that  is  to  say;  doth  hereby  the  said  Thomas 
Alexander  Lambert,  Esquire,  acting  as  aforesaid,  make 
reserve  of  all  the  pine  and  spruce  timber,  red  and  white, 
which  may  be  on  the  said  lot  of  land  hereby  sold,  and  the 
right  of  cutting,  falling,  and  manufacturing  of  all  such 
timber,  at  any  time  hereafter,  with  the  right  and  privilege 
of  cutting  and  making  all  sorts  of  paths,  ways,  and  roads 
on  the  said  lot  of  land,  and  on  every  part  of  the  same,  and 
of  passing  and  repassing  on  the  same  on  foot,  and  with 
every  sort  of  vehicles  or  carriages,  at  all  times,  from  this 
day  and  for  ever,  for  the  cutting,  manufacturing,  and 
getting  out  of  the  said  timber,  and  all  such  places  as  will 
be  thought  fit  and  proper  to  put  and  place  all  such  timber, 
which  will  be  cut  and  manufactured,  either  into  logs, 
square  timber,  or  otherwise,  on  the  said  lot  of  land,  or 
elsewhere. 

Moreover,  doth  hereby  make  reserve,  the  said  vendor 
acting  as  aforesaid,  of  all  and  every,  the  waters,  water- 
courses, rivers,  and  rivulets,  mill-sites,  and  mill  privileges, 
ways,  roads,  and  paths,  which  may  be  found  on  the  said 
lot  of  land,  and  all  such  places  as  will  be  thought  fit  and 
proper  for  the  building  and  erecting  of  mills  and  manu- 
factures of  all  sorts,  and  all  such  extents  of  grounds  as 
will  be  necessary  for  the  same,  without  by  the  said  pur- 
chaser having  any  right  to  build,  or  erect  Mills  or  Manu- 
factures of  any  sort,  on  the  said  lot  of  land,  under  pain  of 
demolition  thereof,  and  of  all  costs,  expenses,  damages, 
and  interests  which  may  result  therefrom.  Under  the 
charges  by  the  said  purchaser,  to  get  all  and  every  the 
lines  and  boundaries  of  the  said  lot  of  land  drawn,  settled, 
and  established,  whenever  it  will  be  requisite  and  necessa- 
iy>  at  his  own  costs  and  expenses,  as  well  as  to  make,  or  to 
get  made,  all  and  every  the  useful  and  necessary  ditches, 
drains,  outlets,  and  fences,  all  round  the  said  hereby  sold  lot 
of  land,  at  his  own  costs  and  expenses,  without  by  the  said 
Peter  Patterson,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  being  obliged  to 
make,  or  give  any  decouvert,  or  execute  or  fulfil  any  ser- 
vitudes, soit  publiques  ou  mitot/ermes,  for  his  unsold,  or 
undisposed  lots  of  land,  and  the  whole  without  any  dimi- 
nution of  the  price  or  consideration  hereinabove  stipulated. 
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Doth  hereby  promise,  engage,  and  oblige  himself,  the 
said  purchaser,  to  pay  the  present  deed,  and  to  furnish 
immediately  the  said  vendor,  rn  bi9  said  quality  and  capa- 
city, witb  a  copy  of  the  same,  duly  enregistered,  where- 
ever  it  is  requisite  and  necessary,  at  hid  own  cost  and  ex- 
penses. 

And  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
five  pounds  currency,  and  interest  thereon  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  Francois  Lafrance,  purchaser,  doth  hereby  mort- 
gage and  hypothecate,  especially,  the  above  described  lo£ 
of  land  and  premises  hereby  sold,  or  intended  so  to  be. 

And  for  the  due  execution  of  these  presents,  the  said 
parties,  in  their  respective  qualities  and  capacities,  have 
made  election  of  their  domiciles  at  their  said  places  of 
abode,  Where,  &c,  Notwithstanding,  &c,  Promising,  &c, 
Obliging,  &c,  Renouncing,  &c. 

Thus  done  and  passed,  at  the  said  Township  of  Stan- 
fold,  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Pierre  Richard,  Tavern- 
Keeper,  on  the  day,  month,  and  year  first  above  written  'T 
and  the  said  vendor,  in  his  said  quality  and  capacity,  hath 
signed  with  us,  said  Notaries,  and  the  said  purchaser  re- 
quested to  sign,  hath  said  and  declared  he  cannot  write 
nor  sign  his  name,  being  illiterate,  after  due  reading. 

(Signed,)         THOMAS  A.  LAMBERT. 
L.M.  CRESSE,  N.P., 
GEORGE  DAVID,  N.P. 


BEFORE  the  undersigned  Public  Notaries,  residing  at 
Quebec. 
Came  and  appeared  Francois  Gilbert,  of  the  Parish  of 
Ancient  Lorette,  in  the  District  of  Quebec,  school- master, 
who  hath  acknowledged  and  confessed  to  have  sold, 
yielded,  abandoned,  transferred  and  made  over,  henceforth 
and  forever,  and  doth  promise  to  guarantee  the  same  from 
all  claims  and  hindrances  generally  whatsoever,  unto 
Ambroise  Morin,  of  the  Township  of  Chester,  in  the 
County  of  Drummond,  Yeoman,  hereunto  present  and 
accepting  thereof  as  purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and 
'v*signs7  forever,   that   is  to  say:  the   South  half  of  lo* 
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number  twenty-five,  in  the  second  range  or  concession 
of  the  Township  of  Chester,  in  the  County  of  Drummond, 
containing-  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  more  or  less, 
with  the  ordinary  allowance  for  roads,  together  with  all 
its  appurtenances  and  dependencies,  whereof  the  said  pur- 
chaser declares  himself  content  and  satisfied,  having  seen 
and  visited  the  same;  the  said  lot  of  land  appertaining  to 
the  said  vendor,  who  hath  acquired  the  same  from  Thomas 
Allen  Stayner,  Esquire,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  deed 
executed  before  Mtre.  Young  and  his  colleague,  Notaries 
at  Quebec,  bearing  date  the  fifth  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  to  whom 
the  said  land  did  belong,  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the 
said  deed. 

The  said  sale  being  so  made,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  price  and  sum  of  fifty  pounds  currency,  for  and  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  said  vendor  doth  acknowledge  and  con- 
fess to  have  received  from  the  said  purchaser,  in  current 
money,  and  before  the  execution  of  these  presents,  the  sum 
of  twelve  pounds,  ten  shillings,  the  receipt  whereof  is  here- 
by acknowledged  ;  and  as  to  the  balance  remaining  due,  the 
said  purchaser  doth  oblige  himself  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say :  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings, 
currency,  in  one  year  from  this  date ;  a  like  sum  in  twa 
years  from  this  date;  and,  finally,  a  like  sum  in  three 
years  from  this  date,  with  legal  interest  on  the  said  sums, 
to  be  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  payments  made. 

By  means  of  these  presents,  the  said  vendor  doth  aban- 
don, yield,  convey  and  make  over,  henceforth  forever,  to 
the  said  purchaser,  all  the  right  of  property  and  all  others 
generally  whatsoever,  which  he  may  have  or  claim  in  the 
lot  of  land  above  sold,  giving  up  the  same  for  his  advan- 
tage, to  the  end  that  he  may  be  placed  in  good  and  valid 
possession  thereof,  by  whom  and  in  such  manner  as  to 
right  shall  appertain. 

And  for  the  execution  of  these  presents,  the  parties 
elect  their  irrevocable  domiciles  at  their  present  abodes, 
Where,  &c,  For  Thus,  &c,  Whereof  Acte,  &c. 

Done  and  passed  at  Quebec,  in  the  office  of  Mtre.  F. 
f>   Gauvreau,  one  of  the  said  Notaries,  under  the  miinbey 
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three  thousand  six  hundred  and  feixty-eeven,  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  the  said  vendor  hath 
signed  with  us  Notaries,  the  said  purchaser  having  de- 
clared that  he  cannot  write  nor  sign  his  name,  on  being 
requested  so  to  do,  these  presents  having  first  been  duly 
read. 

(Signed,)         FRANCOIS  GILBERT, 

Schoolmaster. 

E.  LEGARE,  Notary. 

F.  L.  GAUVREAU,  N.P. 
True  Copy  of  the  minute  remaining  in  my  office. 

(Signed,)        L.  F.  GAUVREAU,  N.P. 


The  following  Deed  was  laid  before  the  Committee  by 
the  Chairman,  Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire  : — 

BEFORE  the  undersigned  Public  Notaries  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Lower  Canada,  residing  at  Gentilly: 
Came  and  appeared,  Louis  Massue,  of  the  City  of 
Quebec,  Esquire,  merchant,  proprietor  of  the  Township 
of  Blandford,  who  by  these  presents  hath  sold,  granted, 
yielded  and  made  over,  subject  to  the  charges,  clauses  and 
conditions,  reservations,  servitudes  and  restrictions  herein- 
after mentioned,  with  warranty  against  all  claims  and 
hindrances  whatsoever,  unto  Sieur  A  ntoine  Marchand,  resid- 
ing in  the  said  township  of  Blandford,  Yeoman,  hereunto 
present  and  accepting  as  purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  that  is  to  say :  a  lot  of  land  situate  in  the  said 
Township  of  Blandford,  in  the  District  of  Three  Rivers, 
being  the  exact  central  third  of  the  fourth  lot  in  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  ranges,  containing  three  arpents  and  fifteen 
feet  front  on  the  whole  depth  of  the  said  fourth  lot  in  the 
tenth  range,  and  on  the  whole  depth  in  the  eleventh  range, 
between  the  road  of  the  said  eleventh  range  and  the  B6- 
cancour  River,  or  the  Stream  which  separates  the  main 
land  from  the  peninsula,  as  the  case  may  be;  bounded  as 
follows:  at  one  end,  towards  the  north-west,  by  the  front 
road  of  the  lands  in  the  tenth  range  ;  and  at  the  other  end, 
to  the  south-east,  by  the  Be*cancour  River,  or  the  stream  as 
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above  mentioned  ;  on  one  side,  to  tiie  north-east,  by  the 
north-east  third  of  the  said  fourth  lot ;  and  on  the  other 
side,  to  the  south-west,  by  the  south-west  third  of  the  said 
fourth  lot,  tenth  and  eleventh  ranges,  forming  altogether, 
one  hundred  and  five  arpents  in  superficies. 

It  being  well  understood  however,  that  the  extent  of  the 
front  as  well  as  of  the  depth  of  the  said  land,  shall  not  exceed 
the  outside  line  of  the  said  lot,  and  that  the  extent  of  the 
front,  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  the  exact  third  of  the 
front  of  the  whole  lot,  as  the  said  land  now  stands,  and 
whereof  the  said  purchaser  declares  himself  content  and  sa- 
tisfied, having  been  in  possession  of  the  same  for  the  last 
eight  years  ;  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  purchaser,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  and  to  enjoy,  alienate,  and  dispose  of  the 
same,  as  appertaining  to  him,  for  ever,  for  the  price  and 
on  the  conditions  and  stipulations  herein  contained,  ex- 
pressly agreed  upon,  by  and  between  the  said  vendor  and 
purchaser,  for  themselves,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever, 
and  to  the  performance  of  which,  the  said  purchaser,  for 
himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  occupants  of  the  said  land, 
doth  bind  and  oblige  himself  for  ever.  The  said  land  ap- 
pertaining to  the  said  vendor,  as  forming  part  of  a  greater 
extent  of  land  occupied  by  him,  under  various  titles  in  the 
said  township,  and  of  all  which  the  said  purchaser  declares 
himself  to  be  fully  satisfied. 

The  said  sale  being  so  made,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
an  annual,  perpetual,  and  irredeemable  ground-rent  of  one 
shilling  currency,  payable  only  after  the  redemption  of  the 
constituted  rent  hereinafter  mentioned;  and  further  for  the 
price  and  sum  of  sixty-two  pounds  ten  shillings  currency, 
which  the  said  purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
for  ever,  doth  bind  and  oblige  himself  to  pay  to  the  said 
vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns  ;  which  sum,  nevertheless,  the 
said  purchaser  may  retain  in  his  hands,  so  long  as  he  shall 
think  proper,  on  the  following  conditions,  namely  :  that  the 
said  purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  doth  bind 
and  oblige  himself  to  pay  the  said  vendor,  who  doth  ac- 
cept the  same,  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence 
currency,  as  an  annual  and  perpetual  constituted  rent, 
during  such  time  as  the  said  purchaser  shall  personally 
hold  the  whole  of  the  said  land,  and  the  first  payment 
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whereof  shall  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  February  next. 
And  it  is  moreover  expressly  agreed  by  and  between  the 
parties  for  themselves,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever, 
that  in  the  event  of  a  transfer  of  property  in,  or  mutation 
of,  the  said  land  or  any  part  thereof  by  sale,  surrender, 
exchange,  inheritance,  donation,  or  will,  or  under  any  other 
title  whatsoever,  the  said  constituted  rent  shall  increase 
under  such  title,  until  it  shall  amount  to  a  sum  equal  to 
the  legal  interest  on  the  said  capital  sum,  of  seventy-two 
pounds  ten  shillings  currency,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, namely :  1st.  On  the  first  mutation  which  shall 
take  place  as  aforesaid,  to  an  annual  and  perpetual  rent  of 
twenty-five  shillings  currency,  to  commence  from  the  day 
on  which  the  last  payment  of  the  said  rent  preceding  the 
said  mutation,  shall  have  become  due  and  payable,  and  so 
on  from  year  to  year,  until  a  new  mutation  shall  take 
place;  2ndly.  On  the  second  mutation  as  aforesaid,  an 
annual  and  perpetual  rent  of  thirty-seven  shillings  and 
sixpence  currency,  to  commence  from  the  date  on  which 
the  last  payment  of  the  said  rent,  preceding  the  said  mu- 
tation, shall  have  become  due  and  payable,  and  so  on  from 
year  to  year,  until  a  new  mutation  ;  3rdly.  On  the  third 
mutation  as  aforesaid,  an  annual  and  perpetual  rent  of  fifty 
shillings  currency,  to  commence  from  the  day  on  which  the 
last  payment  of  the  said  rent  preceding  the  said  mutation, 
shall  have  become  due  and  payable,  and  so  on  from  year 
to  year,  until  a  new  mutation  ;  and  4thly.  and  lastly,  On 
the  fourth  mutation,  an  annual  and  perpetual  rent  of  three 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  currency,  to  commence  from  the 
day  on  which  the  last  payment  of  the  said  rent,  preceding 
the  said  mutation,  shall  have  become  due  and  payable,  and 
so  on  from  year  to  year,  until  full  and  perfect  payment 
and  reimbursement  of  the  said  capital  sum  of  seventy-two 
pounds  ten  shillings,  currency.  In  consideration  of  which 
sum,  the  said  purchaser  hath  by  these  presents  created  and 
constituted  and  promised  to  pay  over,  and  make  good  to 
the  said  vendor,  accepting  thereof  for  himself,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  sum  of  three  pounds  ten  shillings,  currency,  as 
an  annual  and  perpetual  constituted  rent,  which  the  said 
purchaser  binds  and  obliges  himself  to  pay  to  them,  con- 
formably to  the  conditions  aforesaid,  until  the  reimburse- 
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ment  of  the  said  capital  sum  of  seventy-two  pounds  ten 
shillings,  currency;  and  in  case  the  said  land,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  hereafter  be  sold  to  any  community  or  party 
holding  in  mortmain,  the  said  constituted  rent  shall,  under 
the  said  title,  be  wholly  paid  to  the  said  vendor,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  without  regard  to  the  restrictions  above 
mentioned,  and  from  year  to  year,  until  the  redemption 
thereof. 

And  in  order  to  secure  the  performance  of  the  said  sti- 
pulations contained  in  this  deed,  it  is  expressly  agreed 
by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  on  each  mutation  as 
aforesaid,  the  new  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said  land 
or  any  part  thereof,  shall  within  forty  days  from  the  date 
of  each  said  mutation  or  alienation,  show,  exhibit,  and  fur- 
nish to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  title  or  deed  of  acquisition,  under  which  they 
may  or  shall  claim  to  hold  the  said  land  or  part  there- 
of, under  pain  of  paying  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  by  way  of  damages  and  interest,  the  sum  of 
twelve  pounds  ten  shillings  currency,  for  each  and  every 
failure  to  show,  exhibit,  and  furnish  a  copy  of  their  titles 
or  deeds  of  acquisition  as  aforesaid ;  and  further,  after  any 
such  neglect  or  failure  to  show,  exhibit,  and  furnish  such 
copy  as  aforesaid,  within  the  said  period,  and  after  the  ex- 
piration thereof,  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  be  thereafter  entitled  to  exact  the  whole  of  the  said 
constituted  rent,  without  regard  to  the  restrictions  above 
mentioned. 

It  is  further  expressly  agreed,  that  no  division  of  the 
said  land  shall  operate  as  a  division  of  the  rights  of  the  ven- 
dor, his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  that  the  said  vendor,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
pre-emption  (retrait)  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  land 
above  sold,  and  the  improvements  theron,  over  all  and 
every  such  purchaser,  under  deed  of  sale,  or  alienation 
equivalent  to  sale,  even  in  preference  to  the  relatives  by 
blood,  {parents  lignagers,)  on  the  reimbursement  by  the 
said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  said  purchaser,  of 
the  price  by  him  paid,  with  his  true  and  lawful  costs ; 
provided  however,  that  the  said  vendor  shall  exercise  the 
said  right  of  pre-emption,  within  six  months  from  the  above 
11 
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mentioned  exhibition  of  the  said  title  of  acquisition  of  sueb 
purchaser.  And  it  is  further  expressly  agreed,  by  and 
between  the  said  parties,  that  neither  the  said  purchaser, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  nor  any  of  their  successors  whomso- 
ever, in  the  possession  of  the  said  land  or  any  part  thereof, 
for  ever,  shall  in  any  manner  be  entitled  to  construct  any 
grist  or  saw  mills  on  the  said  land,  and  they  shall  be  held 
and  obliged  to  cause  all  the  grain  which  the  said  land  shall 
yield,  and  which  they  shall  be  desirous  of  converting  into 
flour,  to  be  ground  at  such  mill  or  mills  as  shall  appertain 
to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  the  said  Town- 
ship of  Blandford,  or  the  neighboring  parishes,  on  pain  of 
paying  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  toll 
on  the  grain  he  shall  have  so  carried  to  be  ground  else- 
where, which  toll  shall  for  ever  consist  of  one  fourteenth, 
as  by  law  established,  with  regard  to  Banal  Mills. 

It  is  moreover  expressly  agreed  that  the  said  vendor, 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  reserve  for  themselves 
for  ever,  all  rivers  and  streams,  all  mines,  minerals,  stone, 
slate,  or  lime-stone  quarries  on  the  said  land,  as  well  as 
the  right  of  property  to  a  piece  of  land,  six  arpents  in  su- 
perficies, fit  and  proper  for  constructing  thereon  one  or 
more  grist,  saw,  or  other  mills  or  manufactories  whatso- 
ever, together  with  a  road  leading  thereto ;  for  all  which 
the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  pay  any  indemnification  to  the  then  holder,  ex- 
cept the  value  of  the  clearings  or  improvements  made  on 
the  said  six  arpents  of  land,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
competent  persons,  chosen  by  the  parties;  and  the  said 
vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  shall  moreover 
have  the  right  of  diverting  the  course  of  such  rivers  or 
water-courses  as  may  be  found  on  the  said  land  above  sold, 
and  to  establish,  open  and  maintain  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  said  land,  every  description  of  dams,  dikes, 
canals,  or  water-courses  generally  whatsoever,  in  or- 
der to  increase  the  quantity  of  water  of  all  such  streams, 
rivers,  and  water-courses  on  which  the  said  vendor,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  shall  erect  such  mills  or  manufac- 
tories, without  any  indemnification  whatsoever.  The 
aforesaid  servitudes  being  so  established  in  favor  of 
the   said  vendor,  his  heirs   and  a??igns  for  ever,  incon- 
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alteration  of  the  said  vendor's  binding-  himself  to  erect 
and  keep  np  one  or  more  grist  mills,  so  soon  as  there  shall 
be  a  sufficient  number  of*  cultivated  lands  in  the  said  town- 
ships, yielding  a  sufficient  quantity  of  grain  to  keep  one  or 
more  mills  in  operation.  It  is  expressly  agreed  and  un- 
derstood by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  give  or  be  construed  to  vest  in  the 
said  purchaser,  any  right  of  property  or  enjoyment,  either 
private  or  in  common,  on  or  in  any  of  the  islands  situate 
in  the  Becancour  River,  opposite  the  said  township,  or  in 
the  rivers  within  the  limits  thereof,  which  the  said  vendor, 
with  the  express  consent  of  the  purchaser,  reserves  for 
himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  his  own  property,  toge- 
ther with  the  right  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, to  pass  to  and  fro  on  the  lands  situate  on  the  banks 
of  the  said  rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  the  said 
islands. 

The  said  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  at  all 
times  hereafter,  be  required  to  keep  up  and  maintain,  ac- 
cording to  custom  and  law,  the  public  bridges  and  roads, 
and  the  front  and  by-roads,  which  by  reason  of  such 
land  or  any  part  thereof,  are  required  to  be  kept  up  and 
maintained ;  and  the  said  purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  as  holder  of  the  said  land,  further  binds  him- 
self towards  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to 
afford  light  and  air  to  his  neighbors  {dormer  du  decou- 
vert)  as  need  shall  be,  and  to  make  and  keep  up,  in  com- 
mon with  them,  the  requisite  and  necessary  fences  and 
ditches,  on  pain  of  all  costs,  damages  and  interest :  the 
said  vendor  shall  not  however  be  bound  on  his  part  to 
perform  any  of  the  obligations  above  mentioned,  towards 
the  said  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  holders  of  the 
said  land. 

The  said  vendor,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever,  reserves  the  right  of  cutting  down,  taking  and  carry- 
ing away  from  the  said  land,  all  timber  useful  for  the  con- 
struction of  churches,  mills,  manufactories,  and  buildings 
intended  for  public  use  in  the  said  township;  and  the  said 
purchaser,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  further  binds 
himself  to  the  fulfilment  of  all  the  clauses,  charges,  condi- 
tions and  reservations  mentioned  in  His  Majesty's  letters  pa- 
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tent,  granting  the  lands  of  the  said  township  of  Blandford, 
with  which  clauses,  charges,  conditions  and  reservations 
the  said  purchaser  declares  himself  to  he  fully  acquainted. 

And  lastly,  the  said  vendor  reserves  to  himself  all  the 
rights,  charges,  clauses  and  conditions  reserved  by  His 
Majesty,  in  thesaid  Township  of  Blandford,  and  mentioned 
in  the  said  Letters  Patent. 

The  said  purchaser  shall  cause  the  said  land  to  be  mea- 
sured and  bounded  throughout  its  whole  length  and 
breadth  at  his  own  cost,  by  a  sworn  surveyor,  and  shall 
furnish  to  the  said  vendor  within  months,  a  copy  of 

the  proch-verbal  thereof,  and  also  a  copy  of  these  pre- 
sents immediately,  both  such  copies  being  duly  authenti- 
cated. 

And  by  virtue  of  these  presents,  the  said  parties  for 
themselves,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  annul  all  promises  of 
sale  or  other  engagement  whatsoever,  which  may  have 
existed  between  them  up  to  the  date  of  this  deed,  which 
they  declare  to  be  according  to  their  desire,  the  fulfilment 
of  their  said  promises  and  engagements. 

And  for  security  of  the  capital  of  the  price  of  sale,  and 
the  interest  thereon,  the  ground  rent  and  other  several 
duties  mentioned  in  this  act,  and  for  the  full  and  entire 
performance  of  all  and  every  the  clauses,  obligations,  ser- 
vitudes, charges  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  the  said 
purchaser  hath  hypothecated  all  his  property,  present  and 
future,  and  especially  and  by  special  privilege  the  land 
above  sold ;  nor  shall  the  general  and  the  special  obliga- 
tion in  any  wise  derogate  from  or  impair  the  one  or  the 
other. 

And  for  the  execution  of  these  presents,  the  parties 
have  irrevocably  elected  their  domiciles,  to  wit :  the  said 
vendor  on  the  first  lot  of  the  first  range  of  the  said  town- 
ship, or  in  any  other  place  which  he  may  choose  at  his  will, 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  Township  of  Blandford,  and 
whereof  public  notice  shall  be  given ;  and  the  said  pur- 
chaser specially  and  irrevocably  on  the  land  above  men- 
tioned, where,  &c,  notwithstanding,  &c.  For  thus,  &c, 
promising,  &c,  obliging,  &c,  renouncing,  &c. 

Done  and  passed  at  Gentilly,  in  the  office  of  Mtre. 
Laurent  Genest,  one  of  the  undersigned  notaries,  the 
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eighth  of  June,  1835,  in  the  afternoon.  The  said  Ls. 
Massue  hath  signed,  but  the  said  Sieur  Marchand  declares 
that  he  cannot  sign  his  name,  these  presents  being  first 
duly  read. 

Signed  on  the  minute  remaining  of  record  in  the  said 
office. 

his 

(Signed,)        ANT.  *    MARCHAND, 

murk. 

LS.  MASSUE, 

GAMELIN  GAUCHER,  Notary. 
And  the  undersigned, 

LT.  GENEST,  Notary. 


Extract   and   remarks    laid   before   the    Committee   by 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire  : — 

The  following  testimony  proves  fraud,  disobedience  of 
Her  Majesty's  commands,  on  the  part  of  the  bureaucracy 
who  caused  the  country  to  groan  so  long  beneath  the  des- 
potism which  they  exercised  over  the  people — the  main 
cause  of  the  troubles  of  1837  and  1838:— 

These  heads  of  evidence  are  extracted  from  the  inquiry 
conducted  by  a  general  commission,  concerning  Crown 
Lands  and  Emigration,  set  on  foot  21st  June,  1838,  by 
His  Excellency  Lord  Durham,  High  Commissioner  and 
Governor  General  of  British  North  America.  The  first 
witness  is  John  Davidson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  Crown  Lands  for  Lower  Canada,  who  ex- 
presses himself  thus: — "  The  leader  of  a  township,  having 
collected  as  many  signatures  to  a  petition  as  would  make 
up  the  quantity  that  he  required,  (being  for  a  whole  town- 
ship or  48,000  acres,  39  signatures  of  associates,  and  for 
any  smaller  quantity  in  a  like  proportion  ;  no  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  township  having  been  applied  for  under  this 
system,)  lodged  his  application  at  the  Governor's  Office. 
It  was  then  referred  to  the  Executive  Council.  Thegrant 
was  of  1,200  acres  to  each  one  of  the  body  of  applicants. 
I  doubt  whether  any  division  ever  took  place.  Each  as- 
sociate conveyed  his  1,200  acres  to  the  leader.  These 
Assignments  were  made  for  no  pecuniary  consideration. 
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The  whole  was  a  piaffl  devised  for  the  purpose  of  eluding 
the  instructions  from  the  Home  Government,  under 
which  no  person  could  obtain  a  grant  of  more  than  1,200 
acres.  The  associates  were  persuaded  to  sign  their  names 
to  a  petition,  not  with  any  expectation  of  obtaining  land, 
but  on  a  promise  of  some  small  sum  for  their  trouble. 
At  the  time  of  signing  the  petition,  an  agreement  was 
signed  by  the  parties  (the  original  draft  of  which,  it  is  said 
was  prepared  by  the  then  Attorney  General)  by  which 
each  associate  bound  himself  to  convey  to  the  leader,  from 
1000  to  1,100  acres,  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  procuring  the  survey  and  grant.  This  was 
however  false.  The  conveyance  was  accordingly  made, 
and  afterwards  the  remaining  100  or  200  acres,  were  con- 
veyed by  the  associates  for  one  or  two  guineas,  as  the 
case  might  be,  which  was  the  real  consideration  for  their 
share  in  the  transaction !  Several  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  were  leaders  of  townships  under  this  sys- 
tem, and  it  was  quite  notorious,  that  forms  of  these  agree- 
ments were  printed,  and  publicly  sold  at  the  law-station- 
er's in  Quebec.  No  application  of  this  kind  was  ever 
refused  by  the  Executive  Council.  As  the  matter  in- 
volved some  expense,  no  application  was  made  without  a 
previous  assurance  that  it  would  be  granted."  Mr.  Da- 
vidson refers  the  Commission  to  the  report  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  23rd  February, 
1821.  This  is  the  Report: — "  Your  Committee,  unwilling 
to  believe  that  the  above-mentioned  evasions  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  instructions  had  been  practised,  with  the 
knowledge,  privity,  or  consent  of  His  Majesty's  servants, 
bound  by  their  oaths,  their  honor,  and  their  duty,  to  obey 
them,  instituted  a  long  and  patient  investigation  into  the 
origin  of  these  abuses.  They  have  been  painfully,  but 
irresistibly  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  were  fully 
within  the  knowledge  of  individuals  in  this  colony,  who 
possessed  and  abused  His  Majesty's  confidence!  The  in- 
struments by  which  this  evasion  was  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  were  devised  by  His  Majesty's  Attorney  General 
for  the  time  being,  printed  and  publicly  sold  in  the  capital 
of  this  Province,  and  the  principal  and  intermediate  agent 
was  His  Majesty's  late  Assistant  Surveyor  General."     "  Of 
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the  substantial  correctness  of  this  report,"  says  Mr.  David- 
son, "  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  high  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  drew  it."  We  must  not  forget  that  this  gen- 
tleman was  a  bureaucrat  of  that  day,  and  a  man  of  honor, 
which  was  uncommon  among  the  cabal. 

Mr.  Davidson  goes  on  to  state : — "  The  lands  granted 
under  this  system  of  leaders  and  associates  have  not 
generally  been  settled.  The  conditions  were  to  settle 
a  family  for  every  1,200  acres,  within  two  years,  and 
within  seven  years,  to  plant  and  cultivate  seven  acres 
for  every  100.  None  of  these  conditions  were  gene- 
rally fulfilled.  No  steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  per- 
formance of  them,  until  the  evil  became  so  great,  as  to  in- 
duce the  Government  to  establish  a  Court  of  Escheats,  to 
enforce  the  forfeiture  of  lands,  in  respect  of  which  the 
conditions  had  not  been  performed  ;  and  I  find  by  article 
59  of  the  RoyaT  Instructions,  dated  1763,  that  the  Surveyor 
General,  or  such  other  person  as  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  was  directed  "once  in  every  year,  or  often- 
er  as  occasion  should  require,  to  inspect  the  state  of  grants 
of  laud  made  by  the  Governor,  and  make  report  thereof 
to  the  Governor,  in  writing,  specifying  whether  the  con- 
ditions contained  therein  have  or  have  not  been  complied 
with,  and  what  progress  has  been  made  towards  fulfilling 
the  same."  These  instructions  are  never  acted  upon,  but 
as  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  Lord  Dalhousie  once 
directed  Mr.  Bouchette,  the  Surveyor  General,  to  make 
n  tour  of  inspection  through  the  country,  and  report  the 
state  of  the  grants,  but  I  do  not  know  if  any  report  was 
made  on  the  subject.  "  The  great  objection,"  says  Mr. 
Davidson,  "to  Clergy  Reserves,  upon  the  old  plan,  and 
even  upon  the  present  plan,  is  that  the  system  opposes  ob- 
stacles to  communication,  by  leaving  great  masses  of  wild 
land  between  spots  that  have  been  settled ;  but  this  objec- 
tion is  not  confined  to  the  Clergy  Reserve  system,  it  ap- 
plies generally,  and  more  particularly  to  the  large  free 
grants  which  have  been  made,  in  exception  to  existing  re- 
gulations. These  grants  have  been  suffered  to  remain, 
without  any  other  roads  than  those  which  may  have  been 
cut  through  them  at  the  public  expense  ;  no  pains  have 
been  taken,  eren   after  such  roads  have  been  made,  to 
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nfford  sufficient  facilities  to  settlers  to  keep  them  open, 
and  the  consequence  has  been,  that  after  a  few  years,  the 
roads  have,  in  many  instances,  become  impracticable.  The 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  opening-  of  roads  at  the 
public  expense,  viz:  the  desire  of  settlers  at  a  distance,  to 
have  an  easy  communication  with  the  large  towns,  pro- 
duced a  series  of  complaints,  which  induced  the  Assembly 
of  the  Province  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  the  Go- 
vernment, through  its  representatives,  to  adopt  a  measure 
with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  the  evil.  That  measure 
was  the  establishment  of  a  Court  of  Escheats.  This 
court  was  established  to  inquire  into  the  fulfilment  of 
the  conditions  attached  to  grants  of  land,  and  upon 
inquest,  and  finding  that  the  conditions  had  not  been 
fulfilled,  to  declare  the  land  forfeited  to  the  Crown. 
Some  inquests  were  held  in  the  district  of  Quebec, 
which,  owing  to  the  non-observance  of  some  techni- 
cal proceeding,  are  still  in  abeyance.  Others  took  place, 
relating  to  land  in  the  district  of  St.  Francis.  The 
findings  under  these  latter  inquests,  and  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings were  quashed,  on  some  point  of  form.  This 
Court  confiscated  no  land,  being  private  property,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Crown  ;  and  was  totally  inoperative,  as  far 
as  diminishing  the  evil,  which  it  was  intended  to  remedy. 
Its  proceedings  were  set  aside  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  at  Sherbrooke,  as  related  to  the  inquests  respecting 
lands  in  the  District  of  St.  Francis,  and  its  proceedings  at 
Quebec  were  suspended.  The  Court  itself  was  by  no 
means  popular.  It  was  considered  unnecessary  by  the 
lawyers,  who  said  that  the  existing  laws  of  the  country 
were  sufficient,  and  that  many  of  its  provisions  could  not 
be  legally  carried  into  effect.  When  it  was  established, 
many  persons  of  influence  in  the  Province,  including  per- 
sons high  in  office,  held  lands,  as  to  which  the  conditions 
had  not  been  performed ;  and  if  the  object  of  the  Supreme 
Government  in  establishing  this  Court  had  been  accom- 
plished, such  persons  must  have  forfeited  their  grants.  I 
conclude  that,  excepting  land  which  has  been  sold  of  late 
years,  conditions  of  one  sort  or  another  have  been  attached 
to  all  grants,  not  excepting  the  grants  of  Seigniories,  to 
which  the  obligation  of  concession  was  attached.     There 
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is  a  large  quantity  of  land  held  in  the  Province  undetf 
Letters  Patent,  of  which  the  conditions  have  not  been  ful- 
filled, and  which,  therefore,  legally  speaking,  the  Crown 
is  entitled  to  reserve ;  but  it  would  appear  reasonable  that 
the  Crown  should  adopt  some  mode  of  calling  upon  the 
parties,  to  fulfil  the  original  conditions  within  some  speci- 
fied time,  or  to  forfeit  the  land.  This  is  just  what  would 
have  been  effected  by  the  Court  of  Escheats,  if  it  had 
been  allowed  to  operate." 

This  was  said  in  1838.  Twelve  years  have  elapsed, 
and  the  conditions  are  still  unfulfilled.  The  proprietors 
therefore,  cannot  expect  that  the  Crown  should  appoint  a 
further  period  of  delay  for  their  fulfilment. 

We  will  now  take  the  heads  of  the  evidence  of  James 
Hastings  Kerr,  Esquire,  which  is  also  very  important: — 

•'  The  system  of  leaders  and  associates,  or  rather  the 
practice,  was  disgraceful.  The  associates  were  generally 
persons  residing  in  the  United  States,  and  frequently  the 
leaders  resided  there  also.  These  grants  have  ever  since 
been  a  serious  impediment  to  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try, and  are  so  still ;  for  many  of  the  large  landholders  re- 
fuse to  sell  at  reasonable  rates,  trusting  to  the  value  of 
their  lands  being  increased  by  the  settlements  going  on 
around.  In  some  cases,  a  tract  of  wild  land  may  lie  be- 
tween a  back  settlement  and  a  road,  as  in  the  Townships 
of  Tingwick,  Halifax,  Simpson,  Wendover,  and  many 
others.  In  these  cases  the  inhabitants  are  entirely  cut  off 
from  the  road,  and  cannot  even  make  a  road  for  them- 
selves, without  being  liable  to  an  action  for  trespass,  be- 
sides which,  the  expense  of  making  such  a  road,  would  of 
itself  suffice  to  deter  them.  Similar  inconveniences  have 
arisen  from  the  system  of  Crown  and  Clergy  Reserves, 
which  accompanied  that  of  township  leaders  and  associ- 
ates. There  remains,  in  several  townships  which  are  par- 
tially settled,  a  considerable  quantity  of  Clergy  Reserve 
land,  and  of  land  ungranted  by  the  Crown.  The  main 
obstacle,  however,  is  private  land  remaining  wild,  inas- 
much as  the  land  of  the  Crown  is  open  to  purchase,  which 
is  not  generally  the  case  with  that  of  private  individuals, 
excepting  at  too  exorbitant  a  price.  So  injurious  is  the 
existence  of  this  quantity  of  wild  land  in  tlio  midst,  or  in 
12 
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the  neighborhood  of  a  settlement,  that  numerous  person* 
after  having  incurred  considerable  expenses,  built  houses, 
barns,  &c,  have  been  driven  to  abandon  their  farms,  with 
more  than  a  hundred  acres  cleared.  Such  was  the  case,  in 
the  Township  of  Kingsey,  situated  in  the  most  beautiful 
part  of  the  district  of  Three  Rivers.  I  have  always  been 
in  favor  of  a  tax  on  wild  lands,  that  is  unconceded  lands, 
and  I  have  always  considered  that  unless  a  tax  were  im- 
posed, the  settlement  of  the  country  never  could  go  on 
prosperously.  It  would  be  a  tax,  in  the  nature  of  a  fine, 
with  a  view  to  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance.  I  think  that 
at  first  it  might  be  unpopular,  but  not  generally,  since 
many  holders  of  wild  lands  perceive  the  advantages  that 
would  result  therefrom ;  but  after  the  working  of  such  a 
tax  had  been  experienced,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
become  popular.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Crown 
should  determine  an  uniform  price  for  the  remaining  pub- 
lic lands,  it  would  be  expedient,  in  the  event  of  the  non- 
payment of  the  tax  within  some  fixed  period,  say  by  the 
end  of  the  second  year,  that  the  Crown  should  resume 
the  land,  paying  to  the  grantee  half  the  uniform  price  then 
established  for  Crown  lands.  The  proceeds  of  the  taxes 
should  be  employed  in  improvements,  and  in  promoting 
settlements ;  and  as  some  might  prefer  paying  the  tax  to 
settling  the  land,  I  would  compel  them  to  sell  their  wild 
lands  at  the  then  (current)  price  of  Crown  lands.  I  wish 
to  state,  that  I  think  it  unfair  that  the  Crown  should, 
when  they  have  so  few  remaining  lots  in  the  Town- 
ships bordering  on  Nicolet,  Becancour,  and  Gentilly,  per- 
sist in  selling  licenses  to  cut  timber  in  these  townships. 
The  survey-posts  are  obliterated,  and  the  lumbermen  cut 
away  without  the  least  regard  to  private  property.  The 
whole  extent  of  land  held  by  great  owners,  103  in  num- 
ber, is  1,400,000  acres,  of  which  quantity  certainly  1,000, 
000  acres,  are  in  a  state  of  nature.  No  more  than  six  %,* 
these  proprietors  are  residents,  thirteen  of  them  possess- 
ing, I  believe,  219,700  acres,  are  absentees." 

We  should  very  improperly  carry  out  the  object  which 
we  have  in  view,  if  we  omitted  the  evidence  of  Thomas  A. 
Stayner,  Esquire,  Deputy  Postmaster  General  of  British 
North  America,  particularly  as  he  acknowledges  himself 
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to  be  interested  in  the  question  of  taxing  the  unconceded 
lands.  "  The  large  proportion  of  land,"  says  that  gentle- 
man, "  which  has  become  private  property,  and  no  longer 
under  the  control  of  the  government,  and  yet  remains  in 
a  wilderness  state,  operating  as  an  impediment  to  the 
communication  and  to  the  settlement  and  improvement 
ef  the  Province,  is  no  doubt  a  very  serious  evil,  which  has 
kept  this  Province  so  long  in  the  back  ground,  and  pre- 
vented the  development  of  its  resources.  I  conceive 
that  the  primary  step,  in  the  formation  of  a  general  scheme 
for  the  actual  settlement  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  coun- 
try, should  be  to  reserve,  or  at  all  events,  essentially  to 
diminish  the  impediments  which  it  presents  to  any  thing 
in  the  shape  of  improvement.  In  expressing  an  opinion 
of  this  nature,  I  am  perhaps,  advocating  a  view  of  the 
question  which  may  expose  me  to  the  risk  of  suffering 
materially  in  my  interests,  through  the  application  of  the 
remedy,  which  it  is  probable  will  be  tried  by  the  govern- 
ment, with  the  design  of  abating  the  mischiefs  arising  out 
of  the  monopoly  of  large  tracts  of  wild  lands  by  individu- 
als, inasmuch  as  I  am  the  proprietor  of  about  50,000  acres 
of  that  description  of  land,  in  this  Province  ;  but  the  con- 
viction has  long  been  pressing  on  my  mind,  that  I  and 
other  large  holders  were  unwittingly  illustrating  the  fable 
of  the  dog  in  the  manger,  and  this  not  only  in  a  direct 
sense,  as  regards  the  immediate  profit  or  loss  from  the 
lands,  but  indirectly  also,  as  the  general  interests  of  the 
Province  must  suffer  through  a  mistaken  or  vicious  sys- 
tem of  managing  the  wilderness  lands,  which  I  look  upon 
at  present,  as  the  chief  staple  of  the  country."  Mr. 
Stayner's  remedy  is  a  tax  upon  the  wild  lands,  of  one 
half-penny  per  acre,  to  be  employed  in  opening  roads,  in 
the  settlement  of  European  emigrants,  Germans,  Swiss, 
Scotch,  1  rish  and  English.  The  gentleman  was  too  good  a 
tory  to  admit  French  Canadians  into  the  townships.  But 
since  then,  it  appears  that  he  does  concede  lands  to  them> 
and  that  he  would  concede  more,  if  his  agents  were  more 
humane,  and  if  his  terms  were  more  liberal. 

It  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Andrew  Russell, 
who  had  been  in  the  employment  of  government  as  a 
surveyor,  since  1820,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  wiUi 
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the  Township  of  Somerset,  adjoining  the  Township  of 
Nelson,  that  in  1814,  39,000  acres,  being  the  entire  quan- 
tity contained  in  the  township,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Crown  and  Clergy  Reserves,  were  granted  to  the  officers 
and  privates  of  the  Canadian  Militia,  and  that  it  was  then 
totally  unsettled,  but  since  that  period  a  numerous  popu- 
lation had  settled  there,  and  several  large  landowners 
claim  to  divide  the  township  amongst  them.  Can  the  go- 
vernment of  that  day  have  made  grant  upon  grant  ? 
The  question  can  be  decided  only  by  minute  researches, 
made  perhaps  in  vain,  seeing  that  the  business  in  the  land 
offices  was  very  ill  conducted. 

Here  is  the  evidence  of  the  Honorable  Dominick  Daly, 
Secretary  and  Registrar  of  the  Province,  and  Member  of 
the  Executive  Council: — 

"  I  have  had  occasion  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
evils  which  result  to  individuals  and  to  the  public,  from 
the  great  extent  of  Crown  lands  which  has  become  pri- 
vate property,  and  yet  remains  in  a  wild  state.  The 
Seigniors  hold  a  quantity  of  land,  which  remains  wild.  A 
very  general  subject  of  complaint  against  the  Seigniors,  is 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  further  concessions  of  the  wild 
seigniorial  lands,  upon  reasonable  terms.  Some  of  them 
have  commuted  their  seigniorial  tenure,  into  free  and  com- 
mon soccage,  under  the  Canada  Tenures  Act;  whereby 
as  to  the  conceded  part  of  their  seigniories,  they  have  es- 
caped their  seigniorial  obligation,  of  conceding  lands  upon 
certain  known  conditions.  I  consider  the  adoption  of 
some  remedy  for  the  evils  in  question,  as  very  essential  to 
the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  province.  The 
remedy  which  has  suggested  itself  to  my  mind,  is  a  tax 
on  all  wild  lands,  of  so  much  an  acre,  except  a  certain 
quantity  which  might  be  exempted,  and  appended  to  each 
farm,  to  remain  forest,  as  firewood,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. In  case  of  non-payment  of  the  tax,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  the  land  should  be  sold,  or  reserved  at  a  set- 
tled value  by  the  Government.  The  judicious  application 
of  the  funds  thus  raised,  in  the  opening  of  roads,  would 
benefit  the  new  settlements  to  a  greater  extent  than  any 
other  measure  that  at  present  occurs  to  me.  The  great 
proprietors  not  having  fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  the 
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wild  lands  were  granted  to  them,  such  a  measure  would, 
undoubtedly,  be  justifiable,  and  in  a  legal  sense,  the  Go- 
vernment has  a  right  to  assume  all  these  lands." 

This  is  what  R.  Christie,  Esquire,  remarks  in  his  Par- 
liamentary and  Political  History  of  Lower  Canada: — 

"Large  tracts  of  land  in  the  Eastern  Townships  had 
been  granted  to  various  persons,  in  order  to  encourage  set- 
tlements in  that  quarter,  and  it  was  at,  and  shortly  previous 
to  this  period,  (1802)  that  the  first  settlements  were  com- 
menced there,  under  great  disadvantages,  for  the  want  of 
roadsof  communication  with  Quebec  and  Montreal.  Many 
improvident  grants  were  made  to  favorites  and  specula- 
tors, who  allowed  them  to  remain  waste,  until  the  toil  and 
improvements  of  those  actually  settled  in  their  neighbor- 
hood should  give  them  value.  In  several  instances,  the 
grantees  of  these  tracts  have  disappeared,  some  by  dying 
off,  and  others  by  leaving  the  province,  while  the  lands 
granted  have,  in  many  parts,  been  occupied  and  improved 
by  "squatters,"  to  whom,  however  odious  they  are  to  the 
absentee  proprietors,  the  province  is  chiefly  indebted  for 
the  thriving  settlements  which  at  the  present  time  present 
themselves  to  the  tourist  in  the  Eastern  Townships, 
known  as  the  District  of  Saint  Francis.  Sir  Robert 
Leath  obtained  in  1630,  the  grant  of  a  great  tract  of 
land,  which  was  named  Caroline,  but  under  that  grant  no 
settlement  was  made ;  and  as  Sir  Robert  Leath  had  not 
fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  he  received  his  title,  the 
same  land  was,  in  1666,  granted  to  Lord  Clarendon  and 
seven  others,  who  organized  a  government  on  the  most 
liberal  principles." 

It  would  have  been  a  useless  labor  to  adduce  the  evi- 
dence of  other  witnesses,  on  the  same  subject,  being 
nothing  but  a  repetition,  with  a  few  variations ;  the  con- 
clusion of  which  were  uniform.  I  believe,  as  I  always 
have  believed,  that  the  government  has  the  right  of  re- 
suming these  lands. 

Even  had  there  been  an  utter  absence  of  all  subterfuge, 
had  there  been  no  disregard  of  oaths,  no  disobedience  of 
superior  orders,  inasmuch  as  the  conditions  were  not  ful- 
filled, the  Crown  was  free  to  resume  its  grants,  for  they 
were  conditional,  and  more  than  half  a  century  has  passed 
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since  the  date  of  the  patents,  and  the  lands  are  still  waste, 
except  those  on  which  settlers  have  established  themselves, 
trusting  in  good  faith,  that  they  were  on  lands  belonging 
to  the  Crown.  These  are  the  settlers  which  it  is  now 
sought  to  expel.  I  do  not  conceive  how  these  great  pro- 
prietors can  be  entitled  to  further  delay,  even  had  they 
obtained  their  titles  by  just  and  legitimate  means.  But 
this  is  not  now  the  question.  The  acquisition  of  these 
lands  was  effected  by  means  of  frauds  and  subterfuges, 
on  account  of  which,  not  only  the  land  should  have  been 
long  since  confiscated,  but  the  proprietors  and  their  con- 
federates ought  to  have  been  prosecuted.  The  injury  to 
the  public  and  to  the  Crown  was  of  the  gravest  charac- 
ter. Did  not  the  Crown  resume  the  land  granted  to  Sir 
Robert  Leath?  And  are  these  great  proprietors  more 
British  than  the  baronet  r1  With  respect  to  those  who 
have  acquired  there  lands  by  purchase,  if  there  are  really 
no  conditions  specified  in  their  contracts,  they  have  made 
profit  enough  by  their  merchantable  timber,  to  be  enabled 
to  pay  one  penny  per  acre,  in  order  to  repay  to  the  pro- 
vince, the  expenses  incurred  in  making  roads  through 
their  lands,  and  to  assist  in  defraying  those  which  must 
hereafter  be  incurred  in  opening  new  roads,  which  will 
increase  the  value  of  their  property. 

T.  FORTIER. 
Oentilly,  8th  May,  1851. 
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Friday,  18th  July,  1 85 1. 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

Thomas  A.  Lambert,  Esquire,  was  called  in  and  ex~ 
ami  tied : — 

1.  What  is  your  name,  residence,  profession,  or  rank  ? 
Thomas  Alexander  Lambert;  I  reside  at  B£cancour,  in 

the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  C.E.,  and  am  a  trader. 

2.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  travel  in,  or  over,  many 
of  the  Eastern  Townships? 

I  have  had  occasion  to  travel  through  many  of  the 
townships  referred  to  by  your  Committee,  more  particu- 
larly those  of  Stanfold,  Somerset,  Nelson,  Maddington, 
Bulstrode,  Aston,  Blandford  and  Arthabaska. 

3.  In  what  state  are  the  roads  in  those  townships,  and 
have  the  inhabitants  ready  means  of  communication,  by 
which  they  may  convey  their  produce  to  market? 

The  roads  are  in  a  very  deplorable  state  at  present, 
more  particularly  the  one  through  the  Township  of  Bland- 
ford,  which  is  the  only  direct  one  to  the  principal  town- 
ships referred  to  above,  through  the  seigniories,  and  to  the 
town  of  Three  Rivers  ;  the  same  being  dangerous  for 
either  man  or  beast,  as  will  be  observed  by  the  accom- 
panying affidavits  of  persons  who  passed  through  with 
great  difficulty  some  days  past.  The  road  is  through 
a  dead  swamp,  for  some  miles,  and  lower  than  the 
river  Gentilly,  so  that  the  same  is  overflowed  by  upwards 
of  two  feet  of  water  in  many  places  \  consequently  the 
people  from  Stanfold,  Somerset,  Bulstrode,  Arthabaska, 
&c,  have  to  bring  their  produce  round  by  Quebec,  after- 
wards to  be  shipped  for  Montreal.  A  large  quantity  of 
ashes  are  manufactured  in  the  townships,  both  pot  and 
pearl,  which  cost  a  great  deal  of  hardship  and  expense  to 
get  to  a  market,  for  want  of  a  good  road. 

4.  To  what  causes  do  you  ascribe  the  want  of  the  ne- 
cessary roads,  and  the  bad  stale  of  those  which  do  exist  ? 

The  present  Municipal  law  not  working  well  in  the 
townships,  accounts  in  a  great  measure  for  the  roads  being 
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neglected  in  the  manner  they  are ;  I  do  not  refer  to  the 
Blandford  route  here,  as  even  supposing  that  the  laws 
did  work  well,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  keep  it  in 
good  order,  as  no  part  along  the  bad  places  is  settled, 
the  land  being  useless. 

5.  Do  you  think  that  under  the  present  road-law,  the 
inhabitants  can  ever  succeed  in  forming  the  necessary 
roads? 

I  do  not. 

6.  Specify  the  roads  which  are  most  necessary  to  be 
made,  repaired,  or  opened,  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  to 
increase  the  facilities  of  communication  between  the  differ- 
ent settlement*,  and  give  access  to  form  new  ones? 

In  my  opinion  the  road  most  required,  would  be  one 
through  the  Crown  lands  in  the  Township  of  Maddington, 
where  the  soil  is  good,  and  which  would  shortly  be  the 
means  of  establishing  this  township,  as  already  several  lots 
are  between,  and  clearances  made,  expecting  that  govern- 
ment will  open  a  road  through  the  same;  this  road  being 
opened,  will  cause  Bulstrode  shortly  to  be  settled  along 
the  River  Becancour,  as  only  the  river  divides  those  town- 
ships. Through  Maddington  the  soil  is  good,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed,  very  little  swamp,  and  no  hills,  so  that  in 
every  respect  it  is  the  most  advantageous  place  for  a  road 
to  be  opened,  for  the  communication  between  those  town- 
ships and  Three  Rivers,  &c,  and  will  cost  far  less  than 
repairs  to  the  Blandford  route. 

7.  What  place  should  you  recommend  to  obtain,  in  the 
readiest  and  most  effective  manner,  the  roads  which  would 
facilitate  the  communication  with  the  townships,  and  be- 
tween them? 

The  road  through  the  Township  of  Maddington,  as 
above. 

8.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee,  your 
opinion  as  to  the  causes  which  have  operated  to  retard,  or 
hinder  the  settlement  of  the  townships  ? 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  want  of  good  roads,  the  very 
high  prices  asked  by  proprietors  who  hold  large  tracts  of 
land  in  those  townships,  are  the  reasons  why  the  establish- 
ing of  these  fine  townships  have  been  retarded  ;   many  of 
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the  poor  families  who  settled  on  those  lands,  thinking-  they 
belonged  to  government,  after  making  clearances,  build- 
ings, &c,  were  obliged  to  leave  the  same,  at  the  suit  of 
the  proprietors,  after  spending  four  or  five  years  of  their 
time  for  nothing,  but  the  crops  they  raised.  Fifteen  and 
twenty  shillings  are  common  prices  asked  for  those  lands, 
with  as  many  reserves  as  seigniory  lands. 

9*  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  propriety  or  utility  of 
a  general  tax,  the  proceeds  of  which  should  be  applied  ex- 
clusively to  the  opening  and  maintenance  of  roads? 

Holders  of  wild  lands  should  be  taxed  in  the  proportion, 
to  the  quantity  of  lands  they  hold,  at  one  penny  per  acre, 
which  1  think  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  roads  through 
the  townships  in  good  order. 

10.  How  would  you  levy  such  a  tax,  and  what  ought 
to  be  its  amount? 

As  above. 

11.  Are  you  able  to  give  the  Committee  a  sight  of  any 
copy  of  a  deed  of  sale  and  conveyance,  by  any  proprietor 
of  lands  in  the  townships  to  a  purchaser  ? 

I  have  no  deed  by  me  to  lay  before  your  Committee, 
but  am  aware  of  one  passed  by  L.  M.  Cresse,  of  Nicolet, 
wherein  I  was  the  person  acting  as  agent  for  Peter  Pat- 
terson, Esquire,  of  Quebec,  and  according  to  his  instruc- 
tions had  the  same,  with  several  others  passed ;  the  said 
deed  is  now  before  your  Committee,  which  will  explain 
the  reserves,  &c,  in  settling  lands  in  those  townships. 

12.  Are  you  able  to  give  the  Committee  a  sight  of  any 
copy  of  a  deed  of  sale  and  conveyance  by  the  agent  for  the 
Clergy  Reserves  to  individuals? 

No. 

13.  Being  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  those  deeds 
of  sale,  do  you  believe  that  the  conditions  therein  stipu- 
lated are  obstacles  to  the  settlement  of  those  townships ; 
and  can  you  give  the  reasons  why  they  are  so? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  stipulations,  in  many  of  the 
deeds  of  sale,  are  very  much  against  the  settling  of  those 
townships,  as  the  reserves  are  too  numerous,  equal,  if  not 
more  so,  than  the  reserves  in  seigniories. 
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14.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  farmers  have  for- 
saken their  farms  in  the  Eastern  Townships  ;  and  if  so? 
state  in  what  townships,  and  for  what  causes? 

It  is  within  my  knowledge  that  several  persons  have  been 
obliged  to  leave  the  lands  they  had  opened  in  part  of  the 
Eastern  Townships:  in  Blandford,  because  the  soil  was  not 
fit  for  cultivation ;  some  in  Somerset  were  sued  at  Que- 
bec by  Mr.  Paterson,  and  were  obliged  to  leave  the  lands 
they  had  opened  at  great  expense,  being  squatters ;  others 
in  Stanfold  have  been  obliged  to  leave  in  like  manner,  and 
several  others  are  notified  to  leave  lands  in  the  said  town- 
ship, by  the  heirs  Wilson,  although  they  had  been  encou- 
raged by  Wm.  Wilson,  Esquire,  of  Quebec,  to  work 
on,  that  they  should  never  be  troubled  :  however,  they 
have  made  many  improvements,  and  are  now  ordered  off. 


Friday,  IStk  July,  1851. 
Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

Louis  Landry,  Esquire,  called  in  and  examined : — 

1.  What  is  your  name,  residence,  profession,  or  call- 
ing ? 

My  name  is  Louis  Landry;  I  reside  at  Be*cancour,  in? 
the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  and  I  am  retired  from  bu- 
siness.    I  am  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Militia. 

(The  remaining  questions,  from  2  to  13  inclusive,  are 
the  same  as  those  submitted  to  Mr.  Racine.) 

2.  Yes,  I  have  several  times  had  occasion  to  travel 
through  the  Eastern  Townships. 

3.  The  roads  are  in  a  shocking  state,  from  the  B6can- 
cour  River  to  Gentilly;  in  fact  they  are  so  dangerous,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  travel  over  them  without  running  the 
risk  of  breaking  your  horse's  legs.  This  will  be  proved 
by  the  affidavits  I  produce  in  support  of  my  evidence,  for 
the  information  of  your  Committee.  This  bad  state  of 
the  roads,  I  must  ascribe  to  the  quality  of  the  soil  over  which 
the  present  road  in  the  Township  of  Blandford  passes ; 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  put  it  into  good  condition^ 
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-without  laying  out  an  enormous  sum  of  money ;  and  after 
all,  it  would  have  to  be  done  over  again  after  a  few  years. 

5.  No,  I  do  not. 

6.  I  think  that  the  best  plan  would  be,  to  open  a  new 
road  in  the  Township  of  Maddington,  as  the  soil  there  is 
favorable,  and  the  neighbouring  lands  are  good,  and  in 
great  part  occupied  and  cultivated  by  the  farmers.  A 
great  quantity  of  these  lands,  of  superior  quality,  remain 
to  be  sold  and  cultivated.  The  greater  part  of  the  lands 
through  which  the  road  would  pass,  belongs  to  the  Crown, 
and  the  distance  which  would  have  to  be  travelled  over  to 
reach  the  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Three  Rivers  markets, 
or  to  meet  the  steamboats,  would  be  much  shortened,  and 
much  less  than  that  of  all  the  other  roads  which  might 
be  opened  or  improved ;  this  road  would  lead  to  the  Pa- 
rish of  St.  Gertrude  and  the  Concession  called  St.  An- 
toine ;  it  would  run  between  the  lands  already  occupied,  and 
greatly  facilitate  the  increase  of  the  settlements. 

8.  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  want  of  roads,  and  the  ty- 
rannical manner  in  which  the  large  landholders  act  to- 
wards the  unfortunate  pioneers  settled  on  those  lands. 

9.  I  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  tax  the  large  land- 
holders in  the  Townships,  and  to  apply  that  tax  to  the 
opening  of  roads,  or  the  repairing  of  such  as  require  re- 
pairing and  improving. 

10.  I  cannot  say  how  the  tax  might  be  levied ;  but  I 
think  that  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  superficial  arpent,  would 
not  be  too  heavy. 

11.  I  cannot,  as  I  have  none  in  my  possession. 

12.  I  have  not  any  such  deeds,  either. 

13.  I  cannot  therefore  answer  this  last  question. 

14.  Are  you  aware  that  farmers  have  given  up  their 
lands  in  the  Eastern  Townships  ;  and  if  so,  in  what  Town- 
ships, and  what  were  their  reasons  for  leaving  ? 

It  is  well  known  that  several  persons  in  the  Township 
of  Blandford,  havebeen  obliged  to  abandon  their  lands  there, 
because  the  soil  was  bad ;  and  in  other  Townships,  per- 
sons have  been  required,  and  obliged  to  do  soy  by  the  large 
landholders,  who  allowed  them  to  improve  the  lands,  and 
then  drove  off  those  who  had  made  the  improvements- 
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AFFIDAVITS  PRODUCED  BY  THE  LAST  WITNESS. 

We,  the  undersigned,  by  our  usual  mark  of  a  cross, 
after  having  been  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
do  declare,  that  since  the  eighth  instant,  we  have  travelled 
over  the  road  now  opened  in  the  Township  of  Blandford, 
leading  from  the  Parish  of  Gentilly  to  the  Becancour 
River,  in  the  said  Township,  and  that  in  passing  through 
the  Township  of  Stanfold  and  returning,  we  found  the 
road  in  very  bad  order,  dangerous  for  a  distance  of  about 
seven  or  eight  miles,  and  even  perilous  for  a  distance  of 
three  or  four  miles.  I,  Alexis  Deshaies  dit  Tourigny, 
declares  moreover,  that  I  turned  back  with  my  wife,  on 
the  eleventh  instant,  and  returned  to  the  said  Township  of 
Stanfold,  apprehending  certain  danger  to  ourselves  and 
our  vehicle  on  that  roa,d  ;  that  it  is  within  my  knowledge 
that  many  persons  have  done  the  same  thing :  that  other 
persons  have  been  stopped  with  their  vehicles,  some  at 
the  spot  called  the  Domain,  and  others  at  the  said  River 
Becancour  ;  the  distance  between  the  two  places  men- 
tioned, being  eleven  miles,  or  thereabouts.  I,  Joseph 
Doucet,  do  affirm  and  declare,  that  I  was  unable  to  pass 
over  the  said  road,  on  Saturday  in  last  week,  as  well  as 
several  other  persons.  We  declare,  in  short,  that  the 
lands  bordering  on  the  River  Gentilly,  through  which  the 
above  mentioned  road  passes,  are  low,  and  often  flooded 
by  the  waters  of  the  said  river. 

his 

(Signed,)         ALEXIS  X    DESHAIES 

mark.  DIT   TOURIGNY, 

his 

JOSEPH  X    DOUCET. 

mark. 

THEOPHILE  LETIECQ,|Witnegse8 
P.  PEPIN.  J 

Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  fourteenth  day  of  the  month 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN, 
Commissioner  appointed  for  receiving  affidavits. 
Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 
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I,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  within  named  Alexia 
Deshaies  dit  Tourigny  and  Joseph  Doucet,  are  two  re- 
spectable landholders  of  the  Parish  of  Becancour,  con- 
cerning whose  veracity  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN,  N.P. 

Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 


I,  the  undersigned,  by  my  usual  mark  of  a  cross,  after 
having  been  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  do 
declare,  that  I  proceeded  with  my  vehicle,  as  far  as  the 
place  called  the  Domain,  in  the  Township  of  Blandford, 
intending  to  go  with  my  vehicle  to  the  Township  of 
Somerset:  that  having  arrived  at  the  said  Domain,  I  was 
obliged  there  to  leave  my  vehicle,  and  to  proceed  on  foot, 
to  the  River  Becancour,  because  the  road  between  those 
two  places  was  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  even  dangerous  in 
certain  places ;  and  that  during  the  descent,  the  road  was 
even  still  worse,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains  of  last 
week  :  and  that  I  found,  in  places  on  the  said  road,  as  much 
as  two  feet  of  water.  That  I  went  on  Wednesday,  in  last 
week,  and  came  back  on  Saturday,  in  the  same  week : 
and  in  short,  that  the  road  by  which  I  went  and  camo 
back,  is  that  which  was  opened  by  the  Government,  in  the 
Township  of  Blandford.  I  declare  moreover,  that  in 
returning,  I  saw  animals  stuck  fast  in  the  corduroy,  in  the 
middle  of  the  road  aforesaid,  and  that  the  drivers  were 
obliged  to  drive  them  in  the  ditches  by  the  road-side, 
where  they  swam  in  water  and  mud. 

his 

(Signed,)         ALEXIS  X    RICHER. 

mark. 

THEOPHILE  LETIECQ,  |  „,.. 
P.PEPIN,  } WltneSS6S- 

Sworn  before  me,  this  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  at  Becancour. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN, 
Commissioner  for  receiving  affidavits. 

I,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  Mr.  Alexis  Richer,  is  a 
respectable  farmer  and  landholder  of  the  Parish  of  St. 
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Gregory,   concerning    whose  veracity  there    can   be  no 
doubt. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN,  N.P. 
Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 


I,  the  undersigned,  by  my  usual  mark  of  a  cross,  after 
having  been  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  do 
declare,  that  I  passed  with  Alexis  Deshaies  dit  Tourigny, 
my  husband,  since  the  eighth  of  the  present  month,  along 
the  road  now  open  in  the  Township  of  Blandford,  from 
the  Parish  of  Gentilly  to  the  River  Becancour ;  that  the 
road  is  bad,  and  even  dangerous  in  certain  places;  that 
the  horse  which  drew  us  sank  in  the  said  road,  and  went 
down  in  water  and  mud  over  his  back  ;  that  I  myself  fell 
out  of  the  carriage,  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  commonly 
travelled,  and  opened  by  Government,  and  that  in  a 
"mud-hole,"  where  I  found  no  bottom,  and  out  of 
which  I  certainly  could  not  have  extricated  myself, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  help  of  my  husband  and  of 
another  person,  being  on  the  spot,  who  was  driving  our 
carriage.     , 

her 
(Signed,)        LUCIE  X    LEVASSEUR, 

mark. 

THEOPHILE  LETIECQ.  J  Witnesses- 
Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN. 
Commissioner  for  receiving  affidavits. 
Becancour,  14th  July,  Ifc*L 

Mrs.  Lucie  Levasseur,  is  a  respectable  person,  and 
worthy  of  belief. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN,  N.P. 
Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 
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I,  the  undersigned,  having  been  duly  sworn  on  thfc 
Holy  Evangelists,  declare  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
that  part  of  the  Township  of  Maddington,  which  is  situ- 
ate between  the  rear  of  the  Concession  St.  Antoine,  in 
the  Parish  of  St.  Gertrude,  and  the  River  Becancour ; 
that  the  land  is  in  that  part,  sufficiently  elevated,  and  of  a 
quality  suitable  for  the  opening  of  a  road ;  that  although 
there  is  not  at  present  any  carriage-way  opened  there,  it 
is  easier  to  pass  through,  than  that  which  is  opened  in  the 
Township  of  Blandford  ;  that,  in  short,  I  am  persuaded, 
that  a  road  opened  through  Maddington,  would  be  much 
more  advantageous  than  the  Blandford  Road. 

(Signed,)         ALEXIS  LEBLANC 

Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 

Affirmed  before  me,  at  Becancour,  this  fourteenth  day 
of  the  month  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-one.- 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN, 
Commissioner  for  receiving  affidavits. 

Mr.  Alexis  LeBlanc,  who  made  the  above  declaration, 
is  a  respectable  landholder  in  the  Parish  of  Becancour, 
and  even  one  of  the  Councillors  of  the  said  Parish. 

(Signed,)         P.  PEPIN,  N.P. 

Becancour,  14th  July,  1851. 


Committee  Room, 

22nd  July,  185L 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Nazaire  A.  Leclerc,  Priest,  Mis- 
sionary at  Lambton,  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  called  in 
and  examined : — 

(The  same  questions  as  those  submitted  to  Mr.  Racine.) 
1.  I  have  charge,  as  a  Missionary,  of  the  religious  service 
of  the  Townships  of  Lambton,  Price,  Aylmer,  Dorset, 
Forsyth,  and  part  of  Winslow.  I  have  resided  in  Lamb- 
ton, on  the  banks  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  since  October, 
1848.     In  1845  and  1846,  being  Curate  at  St.  Francois 
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de  la  Nouvelle  Beauce,  I  visited  the  Townships  on  several 
occasions. 

2.  I  have  visited  several  of  the  Townships,  in  the  County 
of  Megantic,  and  a  few  of  those  in  the  Counties  of  Sher- 
brooke  and  Drummond. 

3.  The  main  roads  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  particularly  in  Megantic ;  some  are  in  a  deplo- 
rable state,  and  one  with  which  I  am  particularly  ac- 
quainted, the  Lambton  Road,  is  dangerous  nearly 
throughout  its  whole  length  of  thirty  miles.  I  may  affirm 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Townships  which  it  intersects, 
cannot,  without  great  difficulty  and  great  loss  of  time, 
convey  their  produce  by  this  road  to  the  market-towns. 

4.  To  the  present  Municipal  system,  which  does  not  work 
at  all  in  the  County  of  Megantic  ;  and  in  respect  of  most 
of  the  main  lines  of  road,  1  impute  it  to  the  too  small 
number  of  settlers  burthened  with  the  maintenance, 
I  might  say,  with  the  making  of  them.  The  Lamb- 
ton  Road,  for  instance,  has  never  been  completed ; 
it  is  only  opened,  and  although  the  Company,  to  which 
Government  granted  the  Townships  bordering  on  Lake 
St.  Francis,  has  expended  £1500,  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing this  road ;  the  work  really  done  on  it  is  not  worth 
more  than  the  moderate  sum  of  £500. 

5.  I  am  convinced  that  the  present  Road  and  Municipal 
Laws,  which  work  imperfectly,  or  not  at  all,  in  most  of  the 
Seigniories,  are  by  no  means  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
Townships. 

6.  The  main  lines  of  road,  of  which  the  need  is  most  felt, 
which  would  conduce,  not  only  to  the  progress  of  the 
Townships,  but  to  the  advantage  of  many  of  the  Counties, 
bordering  on  the  River,  and  which  may  be  considered  as 
interesting  the  public  in  general,  are,  for  the  County  of 
Megantic:  1.  The  Lambton  Road,  which  intersects  the 
Townships  of  Tring,  Forsyth,  and  Lambton,  and  ends  at 
Lake  St.  Francis.  This  road  is  36  miles  in  length.  If  it 
were  made,  the  number  of  settlers  established  on  the  fer- 
tile lands  of  the  beautiful  lake  above-mentioned,  would  be 
doubled  in  the  space  of  a  few  months.  The  overflowings 
of  the  population  of  the  Counties  of  Dorchester,  Belle- 
chasse,  and  Quebec,  instead  of  going  forth,  involuntary 
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exiles,  to  solicit  employment  as  men-servants  and  maid- 
servants, would  hasten  to  make  themselves  a  home  in  our 
fair  forests.  The  absence  of  easy  access  to  the  Town- 
ships, is  the  main  cause  of  the  emigration  to  a  foreign  land 
which  yearly  takes  place.  The  denizen  of  the  country,  is 
denied  any  and  every  means  by  which  he  might  avail 
himself  of  the  numerous  resources  contained  in  her  loved 
bosom.  The  Canadian  has  received  from  nature,  intelli- 
gence, courage,  energy,  and  perseverance,  qualities  all 
which  more  than  suffice  to  conquer  the  forest.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  men  who  have  received  so  many  ad- 
vantages, should  not  employ  them  in  the  service  of  their 
native  country.  We  are  not  to  be  surprised  at  this. 
They  are  not  to  be  blamed.  When  the  Canadian  aban- 
dons the  land  of  his  forefathers,  it  is  because  he  is  ba- 
nished from  it. 

The  Canadian  has  sentiments  too  noble,  too  lofty,  to 
quit,  without  a  feeling  of  bitterness,  of  deep  regret,  without 
a  broken  spirit,  his  fair  country,  his  fellow-citizens,  his 
friends,  his  parish.  Let  those  who  have  been  compelled, 
by  unfortunate  and  deplorable  circumstances,  to  banish 
themselves  from  their  country,  judge  by  their  own  feel- 
ings, of  those  which  rend  the  bosoms  of  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen when  driven  to  seek  a  foreign  land. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  that  the  absence  of  roads  is  a 
bar  to  the  settlement  of  the  Townships,  and  impels  the 
Canadian  to  go  and  beg  his  bread  elsewhere,  I  shall  cite 
the  following  fact : — Last  June,  more  than  thirty  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Counties  of  Dorchester,  Bellechasse,  and 
Quebec,  penetrated,  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  as  far  as 
Lambton.  After  a  most  painful  march  of  several  days, 
covered  with  mud,  unable  longer  to  bear  up  under  the 
immense  fatigue,  and  more  dead  than  alive,  their  words  at 
length  met  my  ear,  "  Ah  Sir,  'tis  an  unlucky  star  that 
brought  us  here !  Better  to  die  a  hundred  times,  than  to 
be  buried  like  these  wretched  Township  people  !  Worst 
of  all,  to  get  home,  we  must  go  back  through  these  mud- 
holds,  swamps,  and  torrents,  from  which  we  have  barely 
escaped  with  life.  We  have  long  cherished  the  hope, 
that  coming  here,  we  should  better  our  lot ;  our  only 
wish  was — to  settle  our  children  on  good  land,  save  them 
14 
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from  the  dock-yards,  and  keep  them  in  Canada;  but  i* 
would  need  courage  greater  than  ours,  to  send  our  chil- 
dren here,  to  settle  amidst  these  dangers."  Here  are  so 
many  settlers,  who,  themselves  detesting  the  Townships, 
will  deter  from  the  same  attempt  all  others  who  ask  them 
for  information  about  these  new  settlements,  so  loudly 
praised  by  the  advocates  of  the  colonization  of  the  Town- 
ships. These  vigorous  arms  are  lost  to  the  country ;  for 
it  has  just  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  these  poor  dis- 
heartened people,  with  their  families,  have  penetrated  to 
the  State  of  Maine. 

The  Reverend  M.  Provencher,  Missionary  in  Tring., 
recently  informed  me  that  four  families,  within  the  limits 
of  his  mission,  had  abandoned  their  farms,  intending  to 
proceed  to  the  Maine  State.  I  shall,  before  concluding, 
resume  this  subject.  2.  The  Gosford  Road,  from  St. 
Giles  to  the  Township  of  Ham.  This  road  has  had  no 
kind  of  repair,  since  it  was  first  made;  and  is,  therefore, 
in  a  truly  deplorable  condition  ;  and  the  settlers  in  the 
Townships  of  Inverness,  Halifax,  Wolfstown,  and  Wee- 
don,  are  too  tew  in  number,  and  to  poor,  to  repair  it. 
Accordingly,  they  have  no  ready  access  to  a  market.  As 
to  the  other  roads  which  exist  in  the  District  of  Three 
Rivers,  I  say  nothing  of  them,  referring  the  Committee  to 
the  answers  given  by  Rev.  M.  Racine  and  by  M^  Arcand, 
whose  knowledge  of  this  subject  is  much  superior  to  mine. 
When  you  are  informed  that  many,  or  rather  all  the  main- 
roads  which  intersect  the  Townships,  are  in  the  most 
deplorable  state,  you  will  perhaps  answer,  that  in  many  of 
the  Towrnships,  government  grants  to  persons  willing  to 
settle  on  the  main  lines  of  road,  fifty  acres  of  land,  gratis, 
merely  to  secure  their  labour  on  the  roads,  and  such  ob- 
jection would  appear  to  be  not  wholly  destitute  of  fairness 
and  reason ;  but  it  will  not  be  available  to  controvert 
what  we,  missionaries,  have  daily  before  our  eyes.  I 
would  ask  your  Committee,  whether  it  be  possible  that  a 
few  families,  scattered  here  and  there,  along  a  road  thirty- 
six  miles  and  more  in  length,  can  construct  and  maintain 
such  a  road.  Besides  this,  the  poor  settler,  burthened  with 
a  family,  has  to  clear  a  farm,  covered  with  thick  forest. 
and  which  will  not  yield  him  bare  necessaries,  till  he  has 
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expended  on  it,  fifteen  or  twenty  months  toilsome  exer- 
tions ;  and  can  this  poor  fellow  be  expected,  to  devote  his 
days  to  labour  on  the  roads  ?  Should  he  chance  to  be 
one  of  those  who  penetrate  to  the  Townships,  only  by  the 
aid  of  charity,  which  they  find  on  their  journey  thither, 
will  he  not  moreover  be  compelled  to  labor  a  considerable 
part  of  the  year,  for  his  neighbours,  in  order  to  avoid 
starvation.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  am  now  speak- 
ing of  exceptions,  I  include  in  this  description,  at  least  a 
sixth  of  the  settlers.  Well  then,  can  it  be  reasonably 
expected,  that  these  unfortunate  persons  should  devote 
even  three  or  four  days,  to  work  upon  the  roads  ?  Who 
will  feed  them  and  their  families,  even  during  this  short 
period  ?  It  is  with  the  strongest  feeling,  that  I  have  to 
lay  before  your  Committee,  the  state  of  destitution  in  cer- 
tain families,  settlers  on  the  Lambton  Road,  in  Tring, 
Forsyth,  and  Lambton.  Last  year,  thirty  families  were 
under  the  deplorable  necessity  of  subsisting  on  boiled 
herbs,  raspberries,  and  bilberries,  during  great  part  of  the 
summer.  How  many  of  them  are  unable  at  any  time  to 
attend  our  Churches,  because  they  are  entirely  destitute 
of  clothing?  Can  you,  after  that,  expect  much  statute 
labor  on  the  roads  from  them  ?  Thirty  or  forty  families, 
in  rather  better  circumstances,  are  scattered  along  this 
main  line  of  road,  and  they  stand  alone,  therefore,  bur- 
thened  with  the  heavy  charge  of  making  and  keeping  up 
thirty  or  forty  miles  of  road;  and  what  is  more,  to  en- 
courage this  little  band  to  make  such  sacrifices,  (it  must 
be  told,)  half  the  land  situate  on  the  road,  belongs  to 
large  proprietors,  who  look  smilingly  on  the  poor  settler, 
wasting  his  strength  in  making  their  roads,  and  greatly 
adding  to  the  value  of  their  lands,  now  bearing  the  mode- 
rate price  of  twelve  or  fifteen  shillings  per  acre. 

7.  It  is  in  vain  to  hope  that  the  main  lines  of  road  should 
be  improved  forthwith,  unless  Government  comes  to  our 
assistance,  and  finishes  the  Lambton,  Gosford,  Blandford, 
and  Shipton  Roads.  The  sums  disbursed  for  this  pur- 
pose, would  be  beneficial,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Counties  of  Megantic,  Sherbrooke,  and  Drummond, 
but  also  to  those  of  the  Counties  of  Bellechasse,  Dorches- 
ter, Quebec,  Nicolet,  and  Lotbiniere. 
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8.  Two  principal  causes  have  contributed  to  retard  the 
settlement  of  the  Townships : — 

1st.  The  excessive  price  of  the  land. 

2d.  The  absence  of  roads,  or  their  bad  condition. 

In  my  opinion,  the  price  of  Government  lands,  which 
has  recently  been  reduced  to  four  shillings  per  acre,  is  still 
too  high,  in  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  occupiers. 
They  ought  to  be  conceded  on  the  same  terms,  as  the 
lands  upon  the  Saguenay,  and  those  Township  lands 
which  lie  next  to  the  Seigniories,  from  Beauce  down- 
wards. Nevertheless,  although  some  of  these  persons 
who  occupy  Government  lands,  are  unable  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  stipulated  in  the  deed  of  concession,  they  are  to 
be  envied,  if  we  compare  their  lot  with  the  lot  of  those 
settlers  who  are  established  on  lands  belonging  to  large 
proprietors.  The  price  of  these  latter,  is  far  beyond  that 
of  the  Crown  Lands,  and  what  is  more,  a  grant  of  cer- 
tain of  these  lands,  cannot  be  obtained  on  any  terms.  It 
sometimes  happens,  that  a  settler  who  has  labored  three 
or  four  years  on  a  farm,  conceded  to  him  by  a  large  pro- 
prietor, is  expelled  from  it  by  a  second,  who  suddenly 
appears,  and  compels  him  to  abandon  the  fruits  of  his  ar- 
duous toil.  An  instance  of  this,  occurred  quite  recently 
in  the  Township  of  Tring.  As  to  the  lands  called  Clergy 
Reserves,  although  the  price  of  them  is  lower,  yet  the 
terms  of  concession  render  the  acquisition  as  burthensome 
in  the  end. 

9.  It  is  very  susceptible  of  proof,  that  the  large  landhold- 
ers have  not  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  on  which  their 
lands  were  granted  to  them,  and  the  injury  resulting  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  country,  can  never  be  entirely 
repaired.  The  Legislature,  however,  having  the  power 
of  imposing  a  tax  on  those  landholders,  may,  by  this 
means,  make  amends  to  the  country,  although  only  in  a 
very  slight  degree. 

This  would  be  the  most  ready  and  efficient  means  of 
compelling  them,  both  to  contribute  their  share  to  the 
work  of  road-making,  and  to  concede  their  lands  on  less 
burthensome  terms. 

10.  Such  a  tax,  which  ought  not  to  exceed  one  penny, 
should  be  levied  by  Government,  which  might  afterwards 
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transfer  the  same  power  of  levying  it,  to  the  municipali- 
ties. This  light  tax,  which  should  be  levied  on  none  but 
wiid  lands,  would  yield  at  least  £4000  annually ;  and  if 
Government  advanced  a  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
main  roads  above-mentioned,  its  amount  in  three  or  four 
years  would  be  sufficient  to  repay  such  advance. 

11.  I  am  not  able  to  lay  before  the  Committee,  any 
document  of  that  kind. 

12.  Nor  have  I  in  my  possession  any  Deed  of  Sale, 
executed  by  the  agent  for  the  Clergy  Reserves. 

13.  1  am  not  prepared  to  answer  this  question ;  but  be- 
fore closing  my  remarks,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
ding a  few  observations  on  the  condition  of  some  of  the 
Townships. 

In  certain  localities,  the  poorer  class  is  rather  nume- 
rous. I  would  beg  the  Committee  to  devise  some  means 
of  improving  their  condition.  I  must  inform  you,  that 
when  flour  is  at  ten  shillings  at  Quebec,  it  does  not  sell 
for  less  than  five  or  six  dollars  in  the  more  distant  Town- 
ships. It  is  the  same  with  all  other  articles,  which  are  to 
be  brought  from  a  distant  market ;  and  this  extreme  dear- 
ness  is  produced,  by  the  difficulties  attending  the  carriage 
of  the  merchandise. 

The  hard-wood  which  mostly  covers  their  lands,  is 
almost  useless  to  them  as  an  article  of  commerce ;  and 
nothing  short  of  necessity,  can  induce  them  to  convert  it 
into  pot  or  pearl  ash.  I  speak  of  those  which  are  most 
remote  from  our  cities  ;  and  it  is  easy  to  understand,  that 
these  usually  profitable  articles  of  commerce,  yield  them 
the  very  minutest  portion  of  profit.  In  fact,  they  have  to 
pay  ten  or  twelve  dollars  for  carriage  ;  add  to  that,  the 
time  occupied  in  cutting  the  timber,  in  converting  the 
ashes  into  salts,  and  the  salts  into  pot  or  pearl  ash ;  do 
you  believe,  that  according  to  this  calculation,  their  re- 
sources in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  these  articles,  can 
be  very  considerable ;  and  why  ?  Because  they  have  no 
roads.  I  am  certain  that  not  only  the  poor,  but  those  also 
who  are  in  easy  circumstances,  will  long  suffer  poverty  and  in- 
convenience, if  some  speedy  step  be  not  taken  for  their  relief. 
Moreover,  many  who  have  waited  long  and  vainly  for  this 
relief,  will  at  length  abandon  their  lands,  and  seek  a  hap- 
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pier  lot  elsewhere.  My  prophecy  is  founded  on  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past.  This  summer,  twelve  families  in  For- 
syth, have  left  their  farms,  and  proceeded  to  the  State  of 
Maine.  These  instances  of  desertion,  will  surprise  none 
but  those  who  have  never  travelled  through  the  trenches 
which  we  call  roads.  As  to  those  parties,  who  have  often 
passed  through  them,  and  encountered  the  peril  of  life  and 
limb,  who  have  left  in  them  the  remains  of  their  broken 
vehicles,  they  are  not  surprised  that  some  lose  heart  at 
sight  of  them,  and  make  haste  to  escape.  Within  five 
years,  three  horses  have  died  on  the  Lambton  Road,  hav- 
ing sunk  too  deep  in  the  mud-holes,  to  be  drawn  out  from 
them. 

I  end  my  observations,  by  remarking  to  your  Commit- 
tee, that,  if  I  have  in  my  evidence  dwelt  particularly  on 
those  Townships,  with  the  ecclesiastical  duties  of  which  I 
am  charged,  and  on  those  situate  on  the  line  of  the  Lamb- 
ton  Road,  it  is  for  the  plain  reason,  that  those  localities  are 
more  especially  within  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge  ;  but 
I  am  convinced,  that  the  great  wants  of  our  locality  are 
felt,  with  few  exceptions,  all  through  the  Eastern  Town* 
ships. 
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Committee  Room, 

22nd  July,  1850, 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

Jean  O.  Arcand,  Esquire,  called  before  the  Committee 
and  examined: — 

(The  same  Questions  as  those  submitted  to  T.  A. 
Lambert,  Esquire.) 

1.  My  name  is  Jean  Olivier  Arcand,  and  I  have  resided 
for  the  last  three  years  at  Lake  Aylmer,  in  the  Township  of 
Garthly,  County  of  Sherbrooke,  where  I  am  Government 
Agent  for  the  settlement  of  the  Crown  Lands  in  that 
part  of  the  Eastern  Townships,  which  is  sometimes  called 
"  The  Megantic  and  St.  Francis  Territory." 

2.  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  travel  over  the  Eastern 
Townships  in  the  Counties  of  Sherbrooke,  Megantic,  and 
Drummond. 

3.  In  general,  the  Roads  are  in  very  bad  condition. 
The  Gosford  Road,  from  St.  Giles  to  Sherbrooke ;  the 
Craig  and  Lambton  Roads,  throughout  their  whole 
length;  that  leading  from  Inverness  to  Gentilly;  the 
Arthabaska  Road  ;  that  from  Lingwick  to  Eaton  ;  from 
Weedon  to  Dudswell,  &c — are  in  so  bad  a  state,  that  it 
is  uncommon  to  pass  over  them  without  some  sinister 
accident,  either  to  the  vehicle,  the  horses,  or  the  travellers 
themselves. 

4-5.  I  ascribe  the  want  of  the  necessary  Roads  to  the 
want  of  the  funds  required  to  pay  the  cost  of  opening  them, 
and  the  bad  condition  of  these  which  we  have,  to  the 
defects  of  the  present  Road  system  and  law — with  which 
we  shall  never  succed,  not  only  in  making  the  necessary 
Roads,  but,  even  if  made,  in  keeping  them  in  repair. 

6.  The  Roads  which  are  most  requisite  to  be  com- 
pleted, repaired,  or  opened  out,  are  : — 

1st.  To  be  completed The  Lambton  Road,  the  Me- 
gantic, and  the  Gould  and  Weedon  Roads,  which  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Land  Company.  I  do  not  mention  that 
of  Gentilly  Savarme,  because,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  many  persons,  it  could  not  be  kept  in  passable  condi- 
tion, even  with  an  outlay  of  £5000.  Moreover,  it  passes 
through   sterile,   unproductive   land",  on   which  a  settlor 
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would  never  make  his  pitch  ;  therefore,  it  would  fall  to 
decay  for  want  of  inhabitants  to  keep  it  up.  For  the 
interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  hardwood  lands,  from 
Nelson  to  Wolfstown,  north  and  south,  and  from  Bul- 
strode  to  Leeds  or  Broughton,  east  and  west,  it  would  be 
more  advisable  to  open  Roads  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles 
apart,  which  might  meet  at  right  angles  on  the  Melbourne 
Railroad — that  is  to  say,  one  from  Leeds  to  Nelson  ;  one 
from  Halifax  to  Stanfold,  crossing  part  of  Somerset ;  and 
one  from  Garthby  to  Bulstrode,  crossing  the  eleventh 
range  in  Wolfstown.  From  either  of  these  Roads,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Townships  might,  in  two  or  three 
hours,  arrive  at  Quebec  or  Montreal,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  night,  any  of  the  intermediate  ports.  In 
the  winter,  the  Savanne  Roads  are,  like  all  other  Roads, 
good  as  soon  as  the  frost  sets  in.  I  trust,  then,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Quebec  and  its  vicinity,  will  make  a  com- 
mon effort,  and  stir  up  a  spirit  of  enterprise  in  their  dis- 
trict. Unhappily  for  the  settlement  of  this  question, 
i( Iliads  intra  muros  peccatur  et  extra."  Shall  we 
suffer  from  a  division  equally  fatal  ? 

2d.  To  be  repaired — The  Roads  which  ought  to  be 
repaired,  are,  emphatically,  all  throughout  the  Townships. 
But  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Committee  more 
particularly  to  the  Gosford  and  the  Craig ;  that  from 
Inverness  to  Somerset ;  that  from  Arthabaska  to  "War- 
wick ;  and  that,  too,  shall  I  say,  from  Sherbrooke  to 
Shefford,  on  which,  within  the  last  fortnight,  I  was  twenty 
times  within  an  ace  of  breaking  my  neck  on  that  road.  I 
saw  a  waggon,  with  a  load  of  eight  hundred  only,  so  sunk 
in  the  mire,  that  four  spans  of  horses  were  unable  to  draw 
it  out  without  unloading.  On  that  Road,  as  on  the  whole 
length  of  the  Gosford  Road,  are  found  the  remains  of 
horses  and  carts.  These  Roads,  are,  nevertheless,  the 
only  channels  of  communication  with  the  cities,  pos- 
sessed by  thirty  or  forty  Townships,  with  a  population  of 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  souls. 

3d.  To  be  opened — The  Roads  which  require  to  be 
opened  are,  in  my  opinion,  those  which  I  have  before 
particularized,  u  for  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hardwood  lands ;"  another  from  Gould,  in  Lingwick,  to 
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Lake  St.  Francis ;  and  another  from  Victoria,  also  to 
Lake  St.  Francis,  as  traced  out  by  Mr.  A.  Wells,  Sur- 
veyor, in  1849,  by  order  of  Government.  For  a  better 
enumeration  of  the  Roads  required,  I  beg  to  refer  the 
Committee  to  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Mission- 
aries in  the  Eastern  Townships  to  this  effect ;  for  being 
dispersed  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  country,  which 
they  travel  over  in  every  direction,  they  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  its  wants  in  every  respect  than  I  can  be. 

7.  In  order  to  succeed  in  obtaining  the  necessary  Roads 
to  facilitate  the  communications  with  these  Townships 
readily  and  effectively,  the  Government  must,  in  any 
case,  lend  a  hand  to  the  work. 

1st.  Either  by  executing  the  whole  work  at  its  own 
cost,  which  would  be  the  most  expeditious  mode,  but  is, 
perhaps,  beyond  the  reach  of  Government. 

2d.  Or  by  contributing  its  aid  to  a  Road  system,  suited 
to  the  Townships,  and  by  subscribing  in  proportion  to 
the  surveyed  lands  in  this  part  of  the  Province,  to  any 
fund  to  be  raised  for  the  formation  of  Roads,  or  for  the 
maintenance  of  those  which  already  exist. 

8.  Many  causes  have  contributed  to  retard  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Eastern  Townships.  The  first  is,  the  system 
of  favoritism,  under  which  the  English  Government  has, 
from  the  commencement  of  its  rule  in  Canada,  granted 
public  lands  to  monopolists,  without  compelling  them  to 
settle  them  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture.  From  1793 
to  1811,  more  than  three  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands 
were  thus  thrown  into  the  hands  of  about  two  hundred 
favorites,  some  of  whom  had  from  60,000  to  80,000  acres 
each;  and  even  the  Governor,  R.  Shore  Milnes,  took 
nearly  70,000  as  his  share.  Had  he  any  serious  intention 
of  settling  on  them  on  retiring  from  his  administration  of 
the  Government  ?  At  any  rate  he  did  not ;  and  his 
conduct  must  have  given  the  monopolists  clearly  to  under- 
stand, that  they  had  no  disturbance  to  fear,  as  long  as  they 
had  a  Governor  for  an  accomplice.  From  that  time 
these  gentlemen  patiently  trusted  to  time  to  increase  the 
value  of  their  lands ;  sedulously  watching,  however,  for 
the  chance  of  a  good  market ;  so  long  the  colonists  have 
been  shut  out  from  them,  and  these  lands,  kept  in  a  state 
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of  nature,  have  shut  out  the  settlers  from  penetrating  to 
the  lands  in  rear.  A  shadow  of  policy  veiled  these  trans- 
actions. The  frontier  was  to  be  settled,  it  was  said,  by  a 
belt  of  loyalists  (the  U.  E.  Loyalists  of  1775),  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Canadians  from  fraternising  with  the  New 
England  Rebels.  "  Blind  and  foolish  policy,"  was  the 
expression  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart,  in  1823;  "the  junc- 
tion of  two  races  was  a  subject  of  apprehension,  who  had 
no  common  medium  of  communication  by  language ;  and 
to  prevent  such  junction,  men  of  the  blood,  language, 
manners  and  religion  of  the  enemy  were  interposed.  I 
predict  that  the  first  cry  for  separation  from  the  Mother 
Country,  which  will  be  heard  in  Lower  Canada,  will  rise 
there!"  The  election  for  the  County  of  Sherbrooke, 
in  1850,  has  verified  the  prophecy  of  that  great  orator. 

The  second  cause,  which  has  retarded  the  settlement  of 
the  Township,  is  one  which  is  still  most  seriously  felt — it 
is  the  absence  of  the  necessary  Roads,  and  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  those  which  already  exist.  "  Make  good  Roads" 
was  also  the  expression  of  the  great  man  above  quoted  ; 
"  make  good  Roads,  and  your  wild  lands  will  not  long 
want  industrious  and  contented  settlers."  "  We  should 
have  been  as  well  off  fifty  years  ago,"  said  an  honest 
inhabitant  of  Shipton,  "  if  we  had  had  Roads,  and  the 
Townships  of  Lower  Canada  would  have  been  in  nothing 
behind  those  of  Upper  Canada.' 

9.  I  consider  that  a  general  tax,  levied  on  Surveyed 
Lands  belonging  to  Government,  to  the  Clergy,  and  to 
private  proprietors,  in  proportion  to  their  extent  (super- 
ficies), and  applied  exclusively  to  the  opening  and  main- 
tenance of  Roads,  is  the  only  means  of  furnishing  the 
Eastern  Townships  with  those  main  lines  of  communica- 
tion which  the  present  Road-laws  cannot  give  them. 
Where,  indeed,  could  the  funds  be  otherwise  found  for 
this  purpose  ?  I  say  a  general  tax,  in  order  that  none 
may  have  a  right  to  complain — in  order  that,  in  the  assess- 
ment of  such  a  tax,  there  may  not  be  the  least  appearance 
of  partiality  or  preference  towards  any  party; — I  say,  "in 
proportion  to  their  extent  (or  superficies),"  because,  were 
it  based  on  the  value  of  the  lands,  those  who  have  sacrificed 
their  strength  and  their  means  to  settle  the  Townships 
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would  mainly  bear  the  burden  of  the  road  tax,  and  be 
assessed  according  to  their  courage  and  their  industry, 
while  the  indolent  drone  would  come  off  cheaply.  But 
being-  in  proportion  to  the  superficial  extent,  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Clergy,  and  the  monopolists  will  bear  at 
least  three-fourths  of  the  burden. 

10.  As  to  the  levying  of  the  tax,  it  should  be  a  function 
of  the  Municipalities,  and  in  the  event  of  their  neglecting  it 
beyond  a  limited  time,  an  officer  should  be  appointed  to  di- 
rect, either  personally  or  by  his  subalterns,  the  assessment 
proposed.  Two  or  three  sols  per  acre  might  be  sufficient, 
as,  supposing  5,000,000  acres  to  be  the  entire  superficies 
of  the  Eastern  Townships,  three  sols  per  acre  would  pro- 
duce an  annual  revenue  of  £31,250.  This  sum  might 
not,  perhaps,  meet  all  exigencies  at  first ;  but  in  ten  years 
we  should  have  good  Roads  throughout  all  the  Townships. 

11,  12,  13.  1  have  net  in  my  possession,  and  have  never 
seen,  any  deeds  of  sale  granted  by  the  large  proprietors, 
or  by  the  agents  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  the  Eastern 
Townships ;  but  I  have  heard  many  complaints  on  the 
subject. 

14.  Several  farmers  of  the  Townships  of  Warwick, 
Stanfold,  Halifax,  &c,  have,  within  my  knowledge,  been 
compelled  to  quit  their  farms,  because  the  proprietors 
refused  to  sell,  or  because  they  required  an  exorbitant 
price  for  their  lands.  Jean  Jalbert,  Hubert  Normand, 
Narcisse  Pepin,  Louis  Bourassa,  Alexis  Chardonnais, 
Joseph  Charland,  &c,  are  of  the  number,  and  these  per- 
sons have  taken  lands  within  the  limits  of  my  agency. 

The  outline  of  a  Road-law,  applicable  to  the  Eastern 
Townships,  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Bouthillier,  Member  for 
St.  Hyacinthe,  and  a  considerable  proprietor  of  lands  in 
the  Townships,  has  been  put  into  my  hands,  and  I  ap- 
prove of  his  plan.  That  is,  to  have  a  Grand- Voyer, 
appointed  and  paid  by  Government,  and  empowered  to 
appoint  one  or  several  deputies  in  each  county ;  for,  in 
order  to  redeem  the  Eastern  Townships  from  their  pre- 
sent inferiority  in  road  matters,  to  which  they  have  been 
reduced  by  the  apathy  of  the  Municipal  bodies,  and  the 
neglect  and,  too  often,  the  perverseness  of  the  inhabitants, 
a  power  is  called  for,  which  may  combine  an  independent 
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position  with  perfect  unity  of  action.  This  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  attain,  under  the  present  Road  system,  of  which 
we  have  a  proof  in  the  state  of  the  Roads  in  that  part  of 
the  Province,  gradually  falling  from  bad  to  worse  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

As  to  the  means  of  defraying  the  expense  of  the  Road*, 
that  is  to  say,  both  of  original  construction  and  of  repairs, 
the  tax  suggested  by  him  perfectly  coincides  with  my 
proposition,  in  the  answers  above  given  to  the  Committee. 

Finally,  if  it  is  desired  that  each  county  should  be  per- 
mitted to  choose  whether  to  be  governed  in  Road  matters, 
as  now,  by  a  Municipal  body,  or  by  a  Grand- Voyer,  as 
here  proposed,  I  consider  that  it  would  be  right  to  give 
such  Grand- Voyer  the  power  of  detaching  that  part  of 
the  county  deciding  for  his  jurisdiction  from  the  rest ;  but 
not  less  than  three  Townships  to  be  a  Road  District, 
independent  of  the  Municipality. 

The  Committee  will,  perhaps,  allow  me  to  add  a  few 
more  suggestions  on  the  subject  submitted  to  them.  The 
first  has  reference  to  the  roads,  which,  in  their  present 
state,  are  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Eastern  Townships,  either  because  new  ones  are  not 
opened  where  they  are  necessary,  or  because  those  al- 
ready opened  are  not  kept  in  repair.  In  case,  then,  the 
Committee  should  present  a  Bill,  founded  on  the  result 
of  their  inquiry,  I  would  suggest  the  insertion  of  a  clause 
enacting  that  all  roads  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  whether 
opened  by  Government  or  otherwise,  as  a  general  outlet 
for  several  Townships,  and  which  have  not  yet  been  esta- 
blished by  law,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  and  without  the  necessity  of  a  proces-verbal  or  a 
bye- law  for  that  purpose,  be  repaired,  closed,  or  kept  up 
by  all  the  proprietors  or  occupiers  of  lands  crossed  by 
such  roads,  either  on  their  front  or  otherwise,  if  such 
roads  have  not  yet  been  so  repaired,  closed,  or  kept  up : 
and  if  the  said  roads  are  considered  as  bye-roads  from 
one  range  to  another,  that  they  shall  be  repaired,  closed 
or  kept  up  by  all  the  proprietors  or  occupiers  of  land 
on  each  side  of  such  roads  for  the  distance  of  one  mile, 
and  the  bridges,  &c. 
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But  any  effort  which  the  Committee  may  make,  how- 
ever praiseworthy,  will  be  of  no  avail  towards  advancing 
the  progress  of  the  settlement  of  the  Townships  of  Eas- 
tern Canada,  if  some  radical  reform  does  not  take  place 
in  the  Crown  Lands  Department ;  at  all  events,  in  so  far 
as  regards  that  part  of  the  Province.  Far  from  improv- 
ing that  office,  by  abolishing  the  office  of  Assistant  Com- 
missioner, its  difficulties  have  been  multiplied.  The  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  at  Montreal  can  do  nothing  without  the 
authority  of  the  Chief  Commissioner,  who  resides  at  To- 
ronto, and  yet  the  general  complaint  is  that  he  returns 
the  same  stereotyped  answer  to  every  letter  addressed  to 
him,  viz  :  "  that  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  thereof,  and 
promises  to  give  the  subject  due  attention."  From  the 
length  of  time  which  elapses  before  he  gets  an  answer 
from  Toronto,  great  delay  must  necessarily  occur  before 
he  can  give  the  subject  that  attention.  If  the  Chief  of 
the  Department  in  Eastern  Canada  had  the  power  to  act 
independently  in  his  section,  business  would  be  transacted 
with  greater  correctness  and  expedition ;  for  it  is  absurd 
that  one  should  be  obliged  to  consult  an  officer  (however 
meritorious  he  may  be)  who  is  only  acquainted  with 
Upper  Canada,  touching  matters  which  regard  the  lands 
of  Lower  Canada.  It  is  tantamount  to  a  denial  of  justice 
to  Lower  Canada,  and  I  speak  from  the  experience  ac- 
quired by  me  in  my  capacity  of  M  Government  Agent 
for  the  settlement  of  the  Crown  Lands  in  the  Eastern 
Townships." 
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Committee  Room, 

22nd  July,  1851. 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  John  Hume,  was  called  in  and  examined  : — 
(The  same  questions  as  submitted  to  T.  A.  Lambert.) 
John  Hume ;  I  reside  in  the  Township  of  Leeds,  in  the 
County  of  Megantic  ;  I  am  a  farmer,  and  also,  although 
by  a  very  recent  appointment,  agent  for  the  sale  of  Crown 
Lands  and  Clergy  Reserves,  for  the  Western  Townships 
in  that  County. 

2.  Having  resided  for  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  in 
the  County  of  Megantic,  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to 
travel  in  and  over  most  of  the  Townships  of  that  County, 
and  being  employed  some  years  ago,  as  one  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Clergy  Reserves,  for  the  Townships  of  Leeds, 
Nelson,  Inverness,  Halifax,  Ireland,  Thetford,  Brough- 
ton,  Tring,  Shenly,  and  Dorset,  (all  of  which  Townships 
are  situated  in  Megantic),  I  had  occasion  to  pass  over 
the  unsettled  as  well  as  the  settled  parts  of  these  Town- 
ships, and  to  remark  particularly  the  actual  state  of  the 
settlements  therein. 

3.  The  roads  in  these  Townships  are  universally  in  a 
most  deplorable  condition.  On  many  of  the  streams  which 
cross  them,  there  are  either  no  bridges  at  all,  or  they  are 
in  such  a  state  as  renders  it  extremely  dangerous  to  cross 
them,  and  from  these  causes,  the  means  of  communication, 
by  which  the  inhabitants  convey  their  produce  to  market, 
are  difficult,  tedious,  and  dangerous. 

4.  The  causes  to  which  I  ascribe  both  the  want  of  the 
necessary  roads,  and  the  bad  state  of  those  which  do  ex- 
ist, to  the  want  of  Government  aid,  and  to  the  apathy 
with  which  every  successive  administration  have  regarded 
the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  the  Eastern  Townships : 
to  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  present  and  previous  Mu- 
nicipal Acts  and  Road  Law ;  and  to  the  utter  inability 
of  the  inhabitants  either  to  open  new  roads,  or  to  put  in  a 
proper  state  of  repair  those  which  already  exist,  as  they 
have  suffered  much  from  frequent  failure,  within  the  last 
few  years,  of  both  their  wheat  and  potatoe  crops,  and  have, 
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moreover,  to  contend  with  all  the  difficulties  incidental  to 
the  settlement  of  a  new  country. 

5.  I  do  not  think  that  the  inhabitants,  under  the  pre- 
sent Road  Law,  can  ever  succeed  in  forming  the  neces- 
sary roads. 

6.  The  roads  which  are  most  necessary  to  be  made  and 
repaired,  in  the  Townships  I  have  already  mentioned, 
are : — 

1st.  The  Craig  Road.— This  road  runs  through  the 
Townships  of  Leeds,  Inverness,  Ireland  and  Halifax,  in 
the  County  of  Megantic,  and  is  in  a  very  bad  state  of 
repair,  and  in  some  places  almost  impassable.  The 
bridges  on  the  streams  which  cross  the  road  are  nearly 
all  either  broken  down  or  extremely  dangerous  to  cross; 
in  addition  to  this,  the  road  has  originally,  in  many  in- 
stances, been  run  over  the  summits  of  steep  hills,  which 
would  require  to  be  avoided  in  order  to  render  the  commu- 
nication easy  thereon.  These  alterations,  and  the  repairing 
of  the  road,  and  building  the  necessary  bridges  thereon, 
would  require  an  outlay  which,  from  the  causes  I  have 
mentioned,  would  be  far  beyond  the  means  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

2dly.  The  Lambton  Road—This  road  leads  through 
the  Townships  of  Tring,  Forsyth,  and  Lambton,  and 
some  other  Townships  are  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 
This  road  is  also  in  a  very  bad  state  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
thereon,  especially  those  in  Forsyth  and  Lambton,  have 
suffered  much  hardship  and  experienced  great  inconve- 
nience from  its  almost  impassable  state. 

3dly.  The  Gosford  Road.—This  road  runs  through 
the  Townships  of  Nelson,  Inverness,  Halifax,  aud  Wolfs- 
town,  and  some  parts  of  it  are  also  in  a  very  bad  state  of 
repair ;  but  the  outlay  required  to  make  it  a  good  road 
would  be  small  when  compared  with  what  would  be  re- 
quired for  either  the  Craig  or  Lambton  Roads. 

The  road  that  would  require  to  be  opened,  to  increase 
the  facilities  of  communication  betweon  the  different 
Townships  I  have  spoken  of,  would  be  a  road  leading 
from  the  Craig  Road,  in  the  Township  of  Leeds,  to  the 
Lambton  Road,  in  the  Township  of  Tring.  If  this  road 
were  opened,  it  would  not  only  increase  the  facilities  of 
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communication,  but  would  give  access  to  an  immense 
extent  of  wild  lands,  of  excellent  quality,  in  the  rear  of 
the  Township  of  Leeds,  and  in  the  Townships  of  Thet- 
ford,  Broughton,  and  Tring,  which  the  want  of  such  a 
road  prevents  from  being  occupied. 

7.  The  plan  that  I  should  recommend,  to  obtain  in  the 
readiest  and  most  effective  manner,  the  roads  that  I  have 
spoken  of,  and  others  equally  wanted  in  other  localities, 
would  be : — 

1st.  That  the  Government  should  grant  a  certain  sum 
yearly  to  open  new  roads,  and  to  repair  those  leading 
ones  which  are  in  an  impassable  state,  and  where  the 
putting  of  them  into  a  proper  state  of  repair  would  be 
excessively  burthensome  to  the  inhabitants ;  and  that  this 
sum  should  be  expended  in  the  different  localities  in  pro- 
portion to  the  length  of  the  road  to  be  repaired  therein, 
or  of  the  outlay  required  ;  by  this  means  a  part  of  each 
road  would  be  made  each  year.  The  young  men,  in  the 
different  localities  or  adjoining  parishes,  who  now  leave 
the  Province  to  earn  money,  would  each  year  be  employed 
at  home  in  the  construction  of  these  roads,  and  be  also 
induced  and  furnished  with  the  means  to  purchase  lands 
in  those  Townships  to  which  those  roads  so  made  or  re- 
paired would  give  such  increased  facilities  of  communi- 
cation ;  and 

2dly.  Should  the  Government  not  be  disposed  to  grant 
any  or  a  sufficient  sum  for  these  purposes,  I  would  re- 
commend that  the  necessary  amount  required  should  be 
raised  by  taxation  by  Township  Municipalities,  and  that 
these  Municipalities  should  impose  these  taxes,  not  by  a 
rate  levied  upon  the  value  of  real  estate,  but  upon  its 
superficial  extent, — provision  being  made  in  any  Act 
creating  such  Municipalities  for  the  just  assessments  of 
emplacemensy  Mills,  or  other  real  property,  where  the 
value  of  such  property  was  not  duly  proportioned  to  the 
extent  of  land  attached. 

8.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  causes  which  have  operated 
to  retard  or  hinder  the  settlement  of  the  Townships  are, 
first  and  chiefly,  the  want  of  good  roads — the  bad  state  of 
the  roads  which  already  exist  retards  the  settlement  of 
the  lands  in  their  vicinity — and  the  want  of  roads  of  any 
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kind  through  the  unsettled  portion  of  the  Townships,  ab- 
solutely prevents  the  settlement  thereof.  Another  cause 
is  the  great  blocks  of  land  held  by  absentee  proprietors; 
the  price  demanded  by  the  proprietors  of  these  lands  is 
generally  much  higher  than  the  Government  price.  It 
is  more  than  the  land  is  worth,  and  much  more  than  the 
settler  can  ever  expect  to  be  able  to  pay.  In  some  of  the 
Townships,  wild  lands  have  been  sold  as  high  as  20s.  per 
acre ;  in  others,  10s. ;  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  the  price 
demanded  is  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  acre.  As  these  proprie- 
tors, generally  speaking,  have  never  contributed  any 
thing  towards  the  amelioration  of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  lands;  their  value  has  been  augmented  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  industry  of  the  actual  settler,  who,  should  he 
be  desirous  of  purchasing  any  of  these  lands  for  his  rising 
family,  will  be  obliged  to  pay  an  exorbitant  price  for  the 
land  that  has  been  rendered  valuable  solely  by  his  own 
exertions.  In  many  cases,  also,  the  proprietors  of  these 
lands  are  unknown,  and  the  intending  settler,  even  if  he 
should  be  willing  to  pay  an  extravagant  price  for  land 
he  may  be  desirous  of  settling  upon,  does  not  know 
where  to  find  the  owner. 

Scattered  throughout  these  Townships,  there  are  also 
many  Militia  and  Pensioners'  grants,  and  lots  granted  on 
quit-rent,  which  have  either  been  abandoned  or  have  never 
been  settled  upon  ;  and  as  the  original  locatees  are  gene- 
rally either  dead  or  absent  from  the  Province,  and  as  the 
Government  has  taken  no  steps  to  resume  possession  of 
these  lands,  of  course  no  title  of  any  kind  can  be  procured 
by  persons  who  would  be  desirous  of  purchasing  them  ; 
these  causes  have  greatly  increased  the  practice  of  what  is 
termed  squatting,  or  the  unauthorized  occupation  of  lands, 
and  in  some  Townships,  the  number  of  persons  who  are 
settled  upon  land  without  any  title  whatever,  bears  a  large 
proportion  to  those  who  have  titles.  It  is  impossible  to 
speak  too  strongly  of  the  evils  which  arise  from  the  sys- 
tem of  unauthorized  occupation  of  lands.  The  squatters, 
as  they  are  termed,  are  generally  of  the  poorer  class,  and 
as  many  of  them  have  no  prospect,  and  all  of  them  no 
certainty  of  becoming  proprietors  of  the  soil  they  occupy, 
they  take  no  pains  or  interest  either  in  the  making  or 
16 
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maintaining  of  roads,  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  soil,  or 
the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  and  fences;  their 
only  care  being1  to  get  as  much  for  the  present  as  the 
land  will  produce,  without  any  reference  to  the  future. 
The  clearances  made  by  squatters,  therefore,  are  generally 
from  over-cropping  when  first  cleared,  run  out,  and  ex- 
hausted, they  are  not  sufficiently  fenced,  and  their  build- 
ings are  neither  commodious  nor  comfortable.  As  claims 
to  the  same  lot  are  often  made  by  different  parties,  dis- 
putes frequently  occur,  which  become  a  fruitful  source  of 
discord  and  litigation. 

Another  cause  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  operated  to 
retard  the  settlement  of  the  Townships,  is  the  want  of 
good  Municipal  institutions  and  road-laws.  In  the  Coun- 
ty of  Megantic,  the  present  as  well  as  the  previous  Mu- 
nicipal Acts  have  been  entirely  in-operative,  and  within 
the  whole  extent  of  the  County,  there  are  not  at  present 
any  road  officers,  nor  any  means  by  which  the  inhabi- 
tants can  get  new  roads  legally  opened,  or  be  compelled 
to  keep  those  which  already  exist,  in  a  proper  state  of 
repair.  Indeed  the  roads  generally,  have  been  much 
more  neglected  since  the  first  establishment  of  Municipal 
institutions,  than  they  were  previously.  In  my  opinion, 
formed  from  what  I  know  of  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Townships,  no  Municipal  institutions 
will  give  general  satisfaction,  or  be  likely  to  be  put  into 
operation,  unless  the  act  establishing  them  is  first  as  simple 
and  as  little  complicated  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  easily  understood,  and  readily  put  into  operation,  by  a 
class  of  people,  many  of  whom  are  but  little  accustomed 
to  the  transaction  of  public  business. 

2dly.  That  the  Act  should  establish  Township  instead 
of  County  Municipalities. 

That  it  should  give  to  each  Council  the  power  of  tax- 
ing, not  by  the  real  value,  but  by  the  superficial  extent 
of  the  whole  of  the  lands  within  each  Municipality.  That 
it  should  give  to  each  Council,  the  power  of  selling,  with- 
out judgment  being  first  obtained  from  any  Court,  part  of 
any  lot  of  land,  when  the  taxes  had  not  been  paid,  say  for 
three  years  ;  in  those  cases  where  the  proprietor  was  un- 
known, or  where  he  resided  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  tha 
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Circuit  Court  within  the  limits  of  which  the  Municipality 
night  be  situated. 

9.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  a  general  land  tax, 
the  proceeds  of  which  should  ho  applied  to'  the  opening 
and  maintenance  of  roads,  is  the  only  method  by  which 
good  roads  can  be  either  made  or  maintained  ;  and  I 
would  be  in  favor  of  imposing  such  a  tax  for  the  above 
purpose,  even  should  the  Government  be  disposed  to  grant 
a  sum  or  sums  of  money,  in  aid  of  the  principal  roads 
throughout  the  County, 

10.  I  would  levy  such  a  tax  as  I  have  spoken  of  in  my 
answers  to  the  preceding  questions,  through  and  by  means 
of  a  Township  Municipal  Council ;  and  I  would  levy  it  in 
the  manner  I  have  already  twice  spoken  of,  that  is,  on  the 
superficial  extent.  And  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to 
be  levied  on  Crown  Lands,  and  on  Clergy  Reserves,  as 
well  as  on  the  lands  held  by  private  individuals  ;  and  more 
particularly  should  it  be  levied  on  Crown  and  Clergy 
lands.  Should  it  be  the  determination  of  the  Legislature 
not  to  make  any  grants  for  the  amelioration  of  the  roads 
in  the  Eastern  Townships,  the  amount  of  such  a  tax 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  about  a  penny  per  acre;  such 
a  tax  would  not  bear  heavy  on  the  settler,  and  as  a  Town- 
ship contains  about  60,000  acres  of  land,  it  would  produce, 
if  all  the  lands  were  taxed,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  annually  for  each  Township,  a  sum  which,  if 
judiciously  expended,  would  in  a  short  time  make  consi- 
derable improvements  on  the  roads.  This  sum  might  not 
however  be  sufficient,  if  new  roads  required  to  be  opened, 
Each  Municipal  Council  might  therefore  have  the  power 
to  levy  a  tax  of  one  penny  halfpenny  per  acre,  which 
would  produce  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
pounds  annually,  for  each  Township. 

11.  I  cannot  give  the  Committee  a  sight  of  any  copy 
of  a  Deed  of  Sale  and  Conveyance,  by  any  proprietor  of 
lands  in  the  Township  to  a  purchaser,  but  I  have  seen  and 
read  a  number  of  such  deeds. 

12.  The  local  agent  for  the  sale  of  Clergy  Reserves, 
does  not  give  the  purchaser  of  these  Reserves,  any  Deed 
of  Sale  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  but  receipts  for  the 
payment  of  the  first  and  subsequent  instalments ;  when 
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the  instalments  are  all  paid,  the  purchaser  gets  a  Patent 
for  the  lands  lie  has  purchased.  The  conditions  of  the 
sale  are  set  forth  in  the  regulations  for  the  sale  of  these 
Reserves* 

13.  With  reference  to  the  Deeds  of  Sale  by  any  pro- 
prietors of  lands  in  the  Townships  to  purchasers,  none  of 
the  deeds  that  I  have  seen,  contained  any  unusual  condi- 
tions that  might  be  considered  an  obstacle  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Townships,  further  than  that  the  price  for 
which  the  land  was  sold,  might  in  many  instances,  be 
higher  than  it  was  really  worth.  As  to  the  sale  of  Clergy 
Reserves,  I  may  state,  that  in  1843  and  1844,  most  of 
these  Reserves  were  valued  by  Inspectors,  appointed  by 
the  Government  for  that  purpose.  In  the  instructions 
given  to  these  Inspectors,  they  were  directed  to  value 
these  lands,  reference  being  had  to  the  price  of  Crown 
Lands,  which,  in  Lower  Canada,  was  at  that  time  six 
shillings  per  acre.  When  the  lands  were  of  an  inferior 
quality,  they  were  directed  to  value  them  at  any  price 
whatever,  that  they  might  consider  them  worth.  The 
valuation  of  these  lands  in  many  cases,  both  in  Lower  and 
Upper  Canada,  having  been  considered  too  low,  their  sale 
was  for  some  time  suspended,  and  afterwards,  when  they 
were  open  for  sale,  the  local  agents  were  instructed  not  to 
sell  any  of  these  lands  at  less  than  six  shillings  per  acre- 
When  the  price  of  Crown  Lands  in  Lower  Canada  was 
reduced  to  four  shillings  per  acre,  the  agents  were  in- 
structed to  sell  the  Clergy  Reserves  at  that  price,  pro- 
vided they  had  not  been  valued  higher,  by  the  Inspectors* 
but  in  those  cases  where  they  had  been  valued  higher  than 
four  shillings  per  acre,  then  they  were  to  be  sold  at  the 
valuation  of  the  Inspectors. 

The  conditions  upon  which  the  Clergy  Reserves  are 
sold,  are  as  follows : — 

One-tenth  of  the  price  per  acre,  at  which  the  land  is 
sold,  is  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  the  remain- 
der in  nine  equal  and  annual  instalments,  with  interest 
upon  each  instalment  as  it  becomes  due.  In  addition  to 
the  amount  of  the  price  per  acre,  the  purchaser  has  to  pay, 
at  the  time  he  pays  his  first  instalment,  twenty-five  shil- 
lings for  inspection,  if  it  be  a  lot  of  200  acres,  and  if  he 
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has  previously  occupied  it,  lio  has  also  to  pay  a  rent  for 
the  time  he  has  occupied  it,  which  rent  is  as  follows : — 

For  the  first  term  of  seven  years,  twenty-five  shillings 
per  year. 

For  the  second  term  of  seven  years,  fifty  shillings  per 
year. 

For  the  third  term  of  seven  years,  seventy-five  shillings 
per  year. 

In  many  cases,  in  the  County  of  Megantic,  these  lands 
have  been  occupied  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  If  then, 
an  individual  who  has  occupied  for  that  time,  a  lot  of  200 
acres,  which  has  been  valued  by  the  Inspectors  at  six 
shillings  per  acre,  purchases  it,  he  will  to  have  pay  at  the 
time  of  the  sale, 

To  repay  the  cost  of  Inspection, £15     0 

For  the  first  seven  years,  25s.  per  year,      8  15     0 
For  the    second   seven   years,  50s.  per 

year, 17  10     0 

For  the  two  last  years,  75s.  per  year,...      7  10     0 
1st   Instalment, 6     0     0 


£41     0     0 


And  nine  annual  instalments  of  six  pounds  each,  with 
interest,  until  paid,  making  altogether,  the  sum  of  ninety- 
five  pounds,  exclusive  of  interest,  which  he  has  to  pay  for 
200  acres  of  land  ;  in  cases  where  the  rent  amounts  to  a 
large  sum,  the  agent  may  add  it  to  the  principal,  to  be 
paid  by  instalments ;  but  in  that  case,  the  purchaser  has 
to  pay  two  instalments  instead  of  one,  at  the  time  of  the 
sale.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  these  conditions  are 
extremely  hard  for  the  individual  who  may  have  been  in 
the  unauthorized  occupation  of  a  Clergy  Reserve  for  any 
length  of  time. 

14.  I  have  known  several  persons,  in  the  Townships  of 
Inverness  and  Leeds,  who  have  sold  their  farms,  and  left 
the  Townships ;  but  I  cannot  pretend  to  assign  a  general 
cause  for  their  leaving,  further  than  that  they  expected  to 
better  their  condition  by  doing  so. 

Having  taken  communication  of  a  project  put  into  my 
hands  by  Dr.  Boutillier,  I  am  of  opinion  that  any  Act 
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based  upon  that  project,  would  not  succeed  in  the  Town- 
si  ipa,  neither  would  it  give  general  satisfaction,  for  which 
opinion,  1  assign  the  following  reasons: — 

1st.  Because  it  would  establish  two  separate  systems 
for  the  opening  and  maintenance  of  roads  in  the  Town- 
ships, viz.:  that  of  the  Grand- Voyer  and  his  deputies; 
and  that  of  the  Municipalities.  The  expense  of  which, 
saving  the  salary  of  the  Grand- Voyer,  would  have  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  people. 

2d.  Because  it  would  take  the  direction  of  opening 
new  roads,  from  the  Municipalities,  and  vest  it  in  the 
Grand-Voyer,  who,  being  completely  irresponsible  to  the 
inhabitants,  might  exercise  that  power  in  an  arbitary,  or 
partial  manner. 

3d.  Because  it  would  not  answer  the  end  proposed, 
viz.:  that  of  compelling  the  inhabitants  to  open  roads 
when  there  might  be  an  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  do 
so,  as  the  Grand- Voyer  can  only  take  action  upon  a  pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants,  because  the  soundest  policy 
would  be,  not  to  force  a  law  npon  the  inhabitants,  but  to 
endeavour  to  frame  one  that  would  be  acceptable  to 
them. 

4th.  Because  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  make 
the  distinction  of  Provincial,  Municipal,  and  Township 
Roads ;  as  a  road  might  be  considered  to  be  at  the  same 
time,  all  the  three. 

5th.  Because  the  proposed  tax,  of  so  much  per  superfi- 
cial acre,  not  being  levied  by  the  inhabitants  themselves 
through  their  Municipal  Council,  would  be  distasteful  to 
them. 

6th.  Because  the  amount  of  the  tax  would  be  entirely 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Grand-Voyer. 

7th.  Because  it  seeks  to  impose  two  different  taxes ; 
one  on  the  superficial  extent,  and  another  on  the  value  of 
real  estate. 
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Committee  Room, 

Friday ',  1st  August,  1851. 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Charles  Heon,  was  called  in  and  examined  ; — 

(Questions  from  1  to  14,  inclusive,  are  the  same  as 
were  submitted  to  Mr.  Lambert.) 

1.  My  name  is  Charles  H£on  ;  and  I  have  been  a  farmer 
in  the  Township  of  Blandford  for  twenty-six  years.  I 
am  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  that  place. 

2.  I  have  frequently  had  opportunities  of  visiting  the 
Townships  of  Stanfold,  Bulstrode,  Arthabaska,  Warwick, 
Chester,  Somerset,  Blandford,  and  Maddington,  and  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  one  of  those  Town- 
ships. 

3.  The  old  roads  are  almost  impassable,  and  thus  become 
the  very  means  of  rendering  communication  with  the  mar- 
kets of  the  Towns  of  Three  Rivers,  Quebec,  and  Montreal 
almost  impracticable;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  some- 
thing is  not  done  to  repair  and  improve  the  roads,  all 
communication  will  be  entirely  put  a  stop  to.  The  road 
through  Blandford,  which  is  the  only  outlet  from  the 
Townships  I  have  just  mentioned,  is  in  a  bad  condition; 
and  it  would  be  desirable  to  take  steps  for  the  renovation 
of  this  road,  which  is  at  present  altogether  abandoned.  If 
this  road  were  repaired,  it  would  be  the  most  convenient 
means  of  communication  for  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Townships. 

4.  I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  want  of  the  means  of  keep- 
ing them  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  The  Government  for 
a  long  time  past,  has  done  nothing  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  these  roads,  and  the  inhabitants  of  these  localities 
are  too  poor  to  support  the  expense  which  would  have  to 
be  incurred,  to  preserve  them  in  good  order.  It  is  more- 
over certain,  that  under  the  existing  road-laws,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  carry  out  any  thing  :  these  laws  work  badly, 
and  will  always  work  badly,  until  they  are  altered  or 
amended.  I  also  attribute  the  present  bad  condition  of 
the  roads  to  the  want  of  draining,  for  by  means  of  good 
drains  and  ditches  on  each  side  of  these  roads,  the   centre 
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part  of  them  would  be  kept  more  dry,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  more  firm. 

5.  I  have  replied  to  this  question,  in  my  fourth  answer. 

6.  I  can  only  speak  as  to  the  Townships  above  men- 
tioned ;  and  as  I  have  just  stated,  the  Blandford  Road 
would  undoubtedly  be  the  most  convenient  and  direct 
means  of  communication,  if  it  were  put  in  a  complete  state 
of  repair.  Since  the  formation  of  this  road,  it  has  not 
been  either  repaired  or  improved.  I  have,  on  many  oc- 
casions, travelled  on  it,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and 
I  can  assert  with  confidence  that  only  35  arpents  of  this 
road  are  really  bad,  and  that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter 
to  repair  and  improve  that  part :  moreover,  I  may  state 
that  it  is  only  within  about  the  last  four  years  that  it  has 
been  in  an  impassable  condition  ;  before  that  time,  no  in- 
undation ever  took  place  so  long  as  the  ditches  were 
sufficient  to  permit  the  water  to  run  off.  I  live  at 
about  an  equal  distance  from  the  two  roads  from  Bland- 
ford  and  Maddington,  so  that  it  is  a  matter  of  small 
moment  to  me,  which  of  the  two  roads  is  repaired  or  im- 
proved ;  but  such  is  not  the  case  with  the  population  of 
the  hard-wood  lands,  to  whom  the  Blandford  Road  would 
be  the  most  convenient,  for  the  Maddington  Road  would 
increase  the  distance  they  would  have  to  travel  by  about 
six  leagues. 

7.  I  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  impose  a  tax  of 
two  or  three  halfpence  for  each  superficial  acre,  on  all 
wild  lands;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  advise  as  to  who 
should  have  the  disposal  of  the  income  to  be  derived  from 
that  tax. 

8.  Most  undoubtedly  to  the  miserable  condition  of  the 
roads  at  present  existing,  and  the  want  of  easy  means  of 
communication  with  the  banks  of  the  river ;  and  it  is  not 
needful  to  look  further  for  the  main  cause  of  the  emigra- 
tion which  is  taking  place  continually  every  year  from  this 
country  to  the  United  States ;  if  there  were  good  roads 
in  the  Townships,  they  would  be  very  speedily  settled, 
and  numbers  of  farmers  would  emigrate  to  these  locali- 
ties, where  abundance  of  good  land  can  be  had. 

9.-10.  I  can  give  no  fuller  answer  than  the  one  I  have 
given  to  the  7th  question,  submitted  to  me  by  your  Com- 
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mittee,  but  I  may  add,  that  the  system  of  taxation  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  these  Townships,  which  would 
possess,  by  this  means,  a  fund  for  the  repair,  maintenance, 
and  opening  up  of  roads  in  that  part  of  the  Province.  I 
am  moreover  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  es- 
tablish turnpikes,  for  otherwise  it  would  be  always  difficult 
to  maintain  the  roads  in  good  repair. 

11.  Yes,  it  is  in  my  power  to  lay  before  the  Commit- 
tee, the  copy  of  a  deed  of  sale,  made  by  the  late  Mr. 
Turgeon  in  favor  of  Jacques  Dion. 

12.  I  am  not  aware  of  any,  nor  do  I  possess  any. 

13.  I  can  assert  positively,  that  the  vexatious  condi- 
tions imposed  in  these  deeds,  are  really  one  of  the 
serious  impediments  to  the  establishment  and  settlement 
of  the  Eastern  Townships. 

14.  I  know  that  many  persons  have  left  the  Town- 
ships, owing  to  the  want  of  communications,  and  the  hard 
and  vexatious  terms  imposed  by  the  large  proprietors, 
upon  the  purchasers  of  lands.  I  can  point  out,  in  Mad- 
dington,  Francois  Mathieu,  Louis  VeYina,  Henri  Brisard, 
Joseph  L6gare\  who  have  abandoned  their  lands  on 
these  accounts ;  in  the  other  Townships  there  are  others, 
but  I  cannot  at  this  moment  call  their  names  to  mind. 

15.  How  many  turnpikes  would  you  advise  to  be  erected 
on  the  Blandford  Road  ?  what  toll  would  you  advise  to 
levy?  and  what  annual  revenue  do  you  think  these  turn- 
pikes would  produce  ? 

I  think  that  one  turnpike  would  suffice  upon  this  road, 
which  should  be  erected  on  that  part  of  the  road,  which 
lies  near  the  river  Becancour,  or  the  St.  Louis  Chapel,  so 
that  no  person  could  travel  upon  the  road,  without  being 
obliged  to  pay ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  a  toll  of  3d. 
would  not  be  too  much  to  be  levied ;  and  from  what  I 
know  of  the  number  of  vehicles  travelling  on  this  road,  we 
should  possess  an  income  of  about  £130,  supposing  that 
on  the  average,  thirty  vehicles  passes  the  gate  every  day, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  a  much  greater  number  of  carri- 
ages actually  pass  every  day.  If  the  road  were  in  good 
order,  it  is  certain  that  double  the  present  number  of  ve- 
hicles would  travel  on  it,  because  its  present  bad  condi- 
tion prevents  a  great  many  from  making  use  of  it  If  the 
17 
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road  were  repaired  and  improved,  there  would  be  more 
traffic,  a  greater  number  of  travellers,  and  consequently 
the  income  from  the  turnpikes  would  be  increased.  I  can 
assert  positively,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  our  Townships 
are  anxious  for  the  erection  of  a  turnpike  upon  this  road, 
and  that  the  revenue  arising  therefrom,  should  be  ex- 
pended in  its  maintenance  and  improvement. 

16.  What  is  the  distance  between  the  two  places,  on 
which  roads  might  be  made  in  Blandford  and  Mad- 
dington  ? 

The  distance  between  the  Blandford  and  Maddington 
Roads,  is  about  two  leagues  and  a  half;  but  the  cross 
roads  which  join  the  one  to  the  other,  are  about  three 
leagues  in  length,  owing  to  the  winding  course  they  take. 

17.  When  the  river  Gentilly  is  swelled  by  the  rains,  and 
the  melting  of  the  snow,  do  its  waters  inundate  the  sa- 
vanne  over  which  the  Blandford  Road  now  passes  ? 

The  waters  of  the  river  Gentilly,  at  the  breaking 
up  of  the  ice  in  the  spring,  spread  to  the  distance  of  about 
half  an  arpent  at  most,  at  the  south  extremity  of  the 
Blandford  Road  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  this  is  owing  to  the 
bad  state  of  the  drains,  for  as  long  as  these  latter  re- 
mained in  good  order,  I  do  not  remember  that  the  waters 
of  the  Gen-tilly  river  ever  inundated  this  road ;  as  long 
as  the  road  and  its  drains  continued  in  good  condition, 
people  travelled  on  it  conveniently  ;  I  have  done  so  my- 
self during  the  spring,  at  the  period  of  the  overflow  of  the 
river  Gentilly,  and  in  no  place  did  it  extend  so  far  as  the 
road. 

18.  Has  not  the  Government  disposed  of  nearly  all  the 
lots  in  its  possession  in  the  Township  of  Blandford,  and  if 
not,  how  many  still  remain  unsold? 

I  think  the  Government  has  fourteen  lots  more ;  the 
remainder  were  granted  to  favorites  of  the  former  admi- 
nistration. 

19-  Does  not  the  Government  still  hold  a  large  extent 
of  land  in  the  Townships  of  Maddington  and  Bulstrode  ? 

I  think  the  Government  possesses  the  greater  part  of 
the  Township  of  Maddington,  and  almost  one  half  of  the 
Township  of  Bulstrode. 
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20.  Are  there  any  lands  under  cultivation,  or  fit  for  culti- 
vation along  the  road,  in  the  Township  of  Blandford,  and 
as  they  now  lie,  at  the  present  time,  can  they  be  culti- 
vated ? 

At  present  there  is  very  little  land  under  cultivation, 
along  thi9  road  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  these  lands  are  of 
good  quality,  and,  if  the  road  were  properly  kept,  re- 
paired, and  improved,  it  is  certain  that  nearly  all  these 
lands  would  be  taken  up  and  cultivated.  I,  myself,  intend 
to  go  down  to  Quebec,  in  a  short  time,  to  buy  some  of  it 
from  the  heirs  of  the  late  P.  Patterson. 

21.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Honorable  Mr.  Robinson, 
formerly  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  inspected  the 
Blandford  Road,  with  one  or  more  assistants,  in  1846  or 
1847? 

Yes,  I  am  personally  aware  that  that  gentleman 
came  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Blandford  Road, 
in  one  of  those  years,  with  an  assistant.  I  was  at  Bland- 
ford when  that  gentleman  set  out  from  that  place  to  sur- 
vey the  road  ;  I  even  remember  that  it  was  a  person 
named  Z6phirin  Marchand  who  drove  him. 

22.  Do  you  consider  these  two  roads  as  being  necessary 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  settlement  of  the  Eastern 
Townships  ? 

Undoubtedly ;  I  consider  them  both  necessary  to  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  the  Townships,  in  that  part  of 
the  Province. 

23.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  evidence  of 
M.  Arcand,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Blandford  Road  ? 

I  should  think,  from  what  he  says,  that  he  had  never 
travelled  over  that  road,  for  his  description  is  exagge- 
rated, and  I  am  convinced  that  he  has  overrated  the  sum 
necessary  for  the  repair  of  this  road. 

24.  Do  you  consider  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lambert  very 
correct  ? 

I  think  that  Mr.  Lambert  could  never  have  considered 
the  immense  advantages  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hard-wood  lands  would  derive  from  the  Blandford 
Road,  if  it  were  in  good  condition.  The  Maddington 
Road  would  be  advantageous  only  to  the  Townships  of 
Maddington  and  Bulstrode. 
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BEFORE  the  undersigned,  Notaries  Public,  residing  at 
Gentilly,  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada: — 

Appeared  Charles  Turgeon,  Esquire,  Merchant,  re- 
siding in  the  City  of  Quebec,  proprietor  of  certain  lands 
situate  in  the  Township  of  Maddington,  who  hath  by  these 
presents,  sold,  assigned,  transferred,  conveyed,  and  made 
over,  subject  to  the  charges,  conditions,  reservations,  and 
restrictions  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  with  guarantee 
against  all  troubles  and  hindrances  whatsoever,  to  Sieur 
Jacques  Dion,  farmer,  in  the  Township  of  Maddington, 
hereto  present  and  accepting,  purchaser  and  acquirer  for 
himself,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  from  henceforth,  that  is  to 
say :  a  lot  of  land  situate  in  the  said  Township  of  Mad- 
dington, in  the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  being  the  north- 
east half  of  the  second  lot,  in  the  eleventh  range  of  the 
said  Township,  containing  four  arpents  and  a  half  in 
front,  by  such  an  extent  in  depth  as  to  comprise  one 
hundred  acres  in  superficies,  without  including  therein  the 
allowance  of  the  said  land  set  apart  for  roads;  bounded, 
toward  the  south  by  the  river  Becancour ;  in  depth,  by 
lands  belonging  to  the  Crown ;  joining,  on  the  north-east, 
to  the  Township  of  Blandford ;  and  on  the  south-west,  to 
the  other  half  of  the  second  lot  in  the  eleventh  range. 

It  being  however  clearly  understood  that  the  extent  of 
the  front,  as  well  as  that  of  the  depth  of  the  said  land, 
shall  not  exceed  the  outside  lines  of  the  said  lot,  and  the 
extent  of  the  front  shall  not,  in  any  case,  comprise  more 
than  the  exact  half  of  the  front  thereof,  and  as  the  whole 
stands  and  appears,  and  with  which  the  said  purchaser 
declares  himself  content  and  satisfied,  having  been  in 
possession  thereof  for  the  last  two  years ;  to  have  and  to 
hold  to  the  said  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and 
enjoy,  make  use,  and  dispose  of  the  same,  as  his  own  pro- 
perty for  ever,  for  the  price,  and  under  the  conditions 
and  stipulations  described  in  these  presents,  to  which  the 
said  parties,  both  the  vendor  and  the  purchaser,  for  them- 
selves, their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  have  expressly 
agreed,  and  to  which  the  said  purchaser,  for  himself,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  and  possessors  of  the  said  lot  of  land, 
doth  oblige  himself  in  perpetuity.  The  said  lot  of  land, 
belonging  to  the  said  vendor,  as  forming  part  of  a  larger 


133 

extent  of  land,  acquired  by  him  under  divers  titles,  in  the 
said  Township,  with  all  which  the  said  purchaser  declares 
himself  satisfied. 

The  said  sale  being  so  made,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  an  annual,  perpetual,  and  irredeemable  ground-rent, 
rente  fancier 'e,  non  rachetable,  of  one  shilling  currency, 
payable  only  after  the  redemption  of  the  constituted  rent 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  further,  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  price  and  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds,  ten  shillings  currency,  which  the  said  purchaser 
doth  oblige  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns  hereafter,  to  pay 
to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns ;  which  sum  how- 
ever, the  said  purchaser  may  retain  in  his  hands,  so  long 
and  for  such  period,  as  he  shall  think  proper  so  to  do, 
subject  to  the  following  conditions,  that  is  to  say  :  that 
the  said  purchaser  shall  oblige  himself,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, to  pay  to  the  said  vendor,  accepting  thereof,  the 
sum  of  twenty  shillings  currency,  as  an  annual  and  perpe- 
tual ground-rent,  during  the  personal  occupation  of  the 
whole  of  the  said  land  by  the  said  purchaser  ;  the  first 
payment  whereof,  to  be  made  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
September  next :  and  it  is  moreover  expressly  agreed,  by 
and  between  the  said  parties,  for  themselves,  their  heirs 
and  assigns  hereafter,  that  in  case  of  a  transfer  of  pro- 
perty, or  mutation  of  the  said  land,  or  of  any  part  thereof, 
in  the  form  of  sale,  cession,  conveyance,  exchange,  inhe- 
ritance, donation  inter  vivos,  or  testamentary  donation,  or 
under  any  other  form  whatsoever,  the  ground-rent  afore- 
said shall  be  increased  by  the  said  change  of  title,  until  it 
be  equivalent  to  the  legal  interest  upon  the  said  capital 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  currency,  in  the 
following  proportions,  that  is  to  say  : — 

1st.  On  the  first  mutation  as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum 
of  thirty-five  shillings  currency,  annual  and  perpetual 
rent,  to  commence  from  the  expiration  of  the  last  term  of 
payment  of  the  said  rent,  which  shall  have  preceded  the 
said  mutation,  and  so  from  year  to  year,  until  a  new  mu- 
tation. 

2d.  On  the  second  mutation  as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum  of 
fifty  shillings  currency,  annual  and  perpetual  rent,  to 
commence  from  the  expiration  of  the  last  term  of  payment 
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of  the  said  rent,  which  shall  have  preceded  the  said  new 
mutation. 

3d.  On  the  third  mutation  as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum  of 
sixty-five  shillings  currency,  annual  and  perpetual  rent, 
to  commence  from  the  expiration  of  the  last  term  of  pay- 
ment of  the  said  rent,  which  shall  have  preceded  the  said 
mutation,  and  so  on  from  year  to  year,  until  a  new  muta- 
tion :  and, 

4th  and  lastly.  On  the  fourth  mutation,  to  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  shillings  currency,  annual 
and  perpetual  rent,  to  commence  from  the  expiration  of 
the  last  term  of  the  said  rent,  which  shall  have  preceded 
the  said  mutation,  and  so  on  from  year  to  year,  until  the 
reimbursement  and  perfect  payment  of  the  said  capital  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  ten  shillings  currency. 

In  consideration  of  which  said  sum,  the  said  purchaser,  by 
these  presents,  hath  created  and  constituted,  and  doth 
hereby  promise  to  provide  for,  and  make  good  to  the  said 
vendor,  accepting  hereof  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  shillings  currency, 
annual  and  perpetual  ground-rent,  which  he  doth  bind 
himself  to  pay,  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  afore- 
said, until  the  reimbursement  of  the  said  capital  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings  currency. 
And  in  case  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  here- 
after be  sold  to  any  community,  or  other  bodies  holding 
in  mortmain,  then  and  in  such  case,  the  aforesaid  consti- 
tuted rent  shall,  under  the  said  title,  be  payable  in  full,  to 
the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  without  regard  to 
the  restrictions  above  mentioned,  and  from  year  to  year, 
until  redemption  thereof. 

And  in  order  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  the  present  acte  or  deed,  it  is  expressly  agreed, 
by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  on  every  mutation 
as  aforesaid,  the  new  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said 
land,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  bound  within  forty 
days  after  the  date  of  each  said  mutation  or  alienation,  to 
show,  exhibit,  and  furnish  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  an  authentic  copy  of  the  title  or  deed  of  purchase, 
in  virtue  whereof,  they  claim  or  shall  have  claimed  to 
hold  the  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  under  the  penalty 
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of  paying  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  the 
form  of  damage  and  interest,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds 
ten  shillings  currency,  for  every  such  neglect  to  show, 
exhibit,  and  furnish  a  copy  of  their  titles  or  deed  of  pur- 
chase as  aforesaid ;  and  it  is  moreover  agreed  that  after 
such  neglect  and  default  to  show,  exhibit,  and  furnish  a 
copy  as  aforesaid,  within  the  period  aforesaid,  the  said 
vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns  shall,  at  the  expiration  there- 
of, have  power  to  demand  the  entire  amount  of  the  said 
constituted  rent,  without  regard  to  the  restrictions  before 
mentioned. 

It  is  moreover  expressly  agreed,  that  the  division  of  the 
aforesaid  land,  shall  in  no  way  whatsoever  affect  the  rights 
of  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns ;  and  that  the  said 
vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  shall  have  the  pri- 
vilege and  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  whole,  or  of  any  part 
of  the  land  hereby  sold,  and  of  the  improvements  there- 
upon, from  all  and  such  purchasers  whatsoever,  or  from 
those  holding  by  deed  of  sale,  or  deed  equivalent  to  sale, 
even   from  relatives   by   blood,  parents   lignagers— the 
said    vendor,  his    heirs    and    assigns,    restoring    to   the 
said  purchaser,   the   purchase   money,    costs,    and    due 
charges— which    privilege    and    right    of    pre-emption 
may   only   be  exercised    by   the   said    vendor,   for   and 
during  the    period   of   the   six    months   next    following 
the  exhibiting  as  aforesaid,  of  the  title  or  deed  of  pur- 
chase, of  such  purchaser :  and  it  is  moreover  expressly 
agreed,  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  neither  the 
said  purchaser,  his  heirs,  nor  any  of  their  successors  whom- 
soever, being  in  possession  of,  or  occupying  the  said  land, 
or    any    part  thereof,  shall  ever   in   any  case  construct 
any  grist  or  saw-mill  upon  the  said  land,  and  shall  beheld 
and  obliged  to  cause  all  grain  grown  and  harvested  on 
the  land  hereby  sold,  which  they  may  desire  to  convert 
into  flour,  at  some  mill  or  mills  belonging  to  the  said  ven- 
dor, his  heirs  and  assigns,  situate  in  the  said  Township  of 
Maddington,  or  in  the  neighbouring  parishes,  under  the 
penalty  of  paying  to  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  toll  of  such  grain  as  shall  have  been  ground  elsewhere  • 
which  said  right  of  toll,  of  one  fourteenth  part  as  at  pre- 
sent constituted  by  law  for  banal  mills,  shall  be  in  force 
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for  ever.  It  is  moreover  expressly  agreed,  that  the  said 
vendor,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  doth  reserve  for 
ever,  upon  the  land  hereby  sold,  the  rivers  and  brooks  ; 
every  description  of  mines,  mineral  lands,  minerals,  quar- 
ries of  stone  or  slate,  and  lime  stone ;  as  also  the  proprietor- 
ship of  a  land  of  six  arpentsin  superficies,  fit  and  proper  for 
the  construction  and  erection  of  one  or  more  grist  or  saw 
mills,  or  any  other  mills  or  manufactories  whatsoever ;  as 
also  for  a  road,  as  a  means  of  communication  therewith, 
the  whole  without  rendering  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  liable  for  any  other  damage,  than  to  pay  to  the 
then  proprietor,  the  value  of  the  clearing  or  improvement 
made  upon  the  said  six  arpents  of  land,  the  amount  thereof 
to  be  decided  by  experts  appointed  by  the  parties  ;  and  the 
said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  shall  have  the 
right  of  altering  the  course  of  such  brooks,  or  water- 
courses, as  shall  be  found  upon  the  land  hereby  sold ;  and 
to  establish,  open  up,  and  maintain,  over  the  whole  extent 
thereof,  all  descriptions  of  dams,  dam-heads,  dykes,  canals, 
or  water-courses  generally  whatsoever,  and  to  enlarge 
the  channel  of  all  such  brooks,  rivers,  or  streams  of  water, 
upon  which  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
build  such  mills  or  factories,  without  paying  any  indem- 
nity therefor.  The  above  mentioned  servitudes,  being  so 
constituted  and  created  in  favor  of  the  said  purchaser,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  in  consideration  that  the  said 
vendor  shall  bind  himself  to  build  and  maintain  in  good 
order,  one  or  more  grist  mills,  so  soon  as  there  shall  be  in 
the  said  Townships,  cultivated  lands  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
duction of  an  amount  of  grain,  adequate  to  maintain  and 
provide  for  one  or  more  mills.  It  being  expressly  agreed 
and  understood  between  the  said  parties,  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  present  acte  shall  be  understood  to  extend 
to  grant,  and  shall  not  grant  to  the  said  purchaser,  the 
right  of  property,  or  occupation  individually,  or  in  common 
of  or  in  any  of  the  islands  situate  in  the  River  Blcancour, 
opposite  to  the  said  Township,  or  of  or  in  the  rivers  lying 
within  the  limits  thereof,  which  islands  the  said  vendor,  with 
the  express  consent  of  the  purchaser,  doth  reserve  to  him- 
self, his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  his  proper  use,  as  also  the 
right  of  the  said  vendor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  go  to  and 


137 

fro,  on  the  said  lands  situate  on  the  banks  of  the  said 
rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  the  said  islands. 

The  said  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  are  bound 
hereafter,  to  furnish,  construct,  and  maintain,  according  to 
law  and  custom,  the  bridges  and  public  highways,  front 
roads  and  outlets,  which  may  be  necessary  on  the  whole 
or  on  part  of  the  land  hereby  sold ;  the  said  purchaser 
moreover,  doth  bind  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as 
proprietors  of  the  said  land,  towards  the  said  vendor,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  to  afford  light  and  air  (donner  du  de- 
couvert)  to  his  neighbors,  to  such  an  extent  as  they  shall 
require;  and  to  construct  and  maintain,  in  common 
with  them,  the  fences  and  drains  requisite  and  neces- 
sary, on  pain  of  all  costs,  damages,  and  interests,  with- 
out the  said  vendor  being  bound  on  his  part  in  the  obli- 
gations aforesaid,  towards  the  said  purchaser,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  proprietors  of  the  said  land. 

The  said  vendor,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever,  doth  reserve  the  right  and  privilege  of  cutting,  taking, 
and  removing  from  the  said  land,  all  timber  suitable  for 
the  construction  of  churches,  mills,  factories,  and  buildings 
destined  for  public  use  in  the  said  Township ;  and  the 
said  purchaser  doth  moreover  bind  himself,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  the  performance  of  all  the  clauses,  charges, 
conditions,  and  reservations  detailed  in  His  Majesty's 
letters  patent,  granting  the  lands  of  the  said  Township 
of  Maddington,  of  all  which  the  said  purchaser  doth  de- 
clare that  he  hath  a  perfect  knowledge. 

Lastly,  the  said  vendor  doth  reserve  for  himself,  all  the 
reservations  made  by  His  Majesty,  and  detailed  in  the 
said  letters  patent. 

The  said  purchaser,  shall  also  cause  the  said  land  to  be 
measured,  surveyed,  and  defined,  on  its  length  and 
breadth,  at  his  own  expense,  by  a  sworn  land  surveyor ; 
and  within  six  months  to  furnish  to  the  said  vendor,  a 
copy  of  the  proces  verbal  thereof,  as  also  a  copy  of  these 
presents  forthwith,  both  such  copies  to  be  in  due  form. 

And  the  said  parties,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  pre- 
sent deed,  for  themselves,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  do  annul 
all  promises  of  sale,  or  other  engagements  whatsoever, 
which  might  have  existed  between  them,  up  to  the  date  of 
18 
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the  present  deed,  which  they  hereby  assert  to  be  the  ex- 
ecution in  accordance  with  their  wish,  of  the  said  promises 
and  engagements. 

And  a9  security  for  the  purchase  money,  both  capital, 
interest,  ground-rent,  and  other  several  rights  set  forth 
and  detailed  in  the  present  deed,  and  for  the  complete  and 
faithful  accomplishment  of  all  and  every  the  clauses,  obli- 
gations, servitudes,  charges,  and  conditions  hereinbefore 
set  forth,  and  also  for  payment,  on  demand,  of  the  sura  of 
twenty  shillings  currency,  which  the  said  purchaser  doth 
acknowledge  to  owe,  and  promise  to  pay  to  the  said  ven- 
dor, being  for  arrears  of  one  year's  rent,  the  said  purchaser 
hath  hypothecated  all  his  property,  present  and  future, 
and  specially  and  by  special  privilege,  the  land  herein- 
above sold,  without  one  mortgage  derogating  from  the 
other. 

And  for  the  execution  of  these  presents,  the  parties 
hereto  have  elected  their  unchangeable  domiciles,  that 
is  to  say  :  the  said  purchaser  on  the  fifth  lot  of  the  eleventh 
range  of  the  said  Township,  or  in  any  other  place  which 
he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  select,  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
Township  of  Maddington,  and  of  which  he  shall  cause 
public  notice  to  be  given,  and  the  said  purchaser  specially 
and  irrevocably  on  the  land  hereby  sold.  Where,  &c,  not- 
withstanding, &c,  for  thus,  &c,  promising,  &c,  obliging, 
&c,  renouncing,  &c. 

Thus  done  and  executed  at  Gentilly,  in  the  office  of 
Maitre  Laurent  Genest,  one  of  the  undersigned  Notaries, 
this  thirtieth  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six ;  the  said  vendor  on  being  requested,  hath 
signed ;  the  said  purchaser  declares  that  he  cannot  sign 
(the  said  deed  having  been  read);  Signed  on  the  minute 
remaining  of  record  in  the  office  aforesaid,  thus  : 

(Signed,)  CHARLES  TURGEON, 

his 

JACQUES  X    DION, 

mark. 

P.  PEPIN,  N.P. 
L.  GENEST,  N.P. 
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Township  of  Leeds, 

Megantic,  16th  July,  1851. 
Thomas  Fortier,  Esq.,  M.P.P., 
Sir. 
Having  been  informed  that  an  inquiry  into  the  causes 
which  retard  the  settlement  of  the  country,  was   being 
instituted,    I  take  the  liberty  of  most  respectfully  su£ 
mining,  for  your  consideration,  the  following  causes  which 
have  come  under  my  observation,  during  a  residence  of 

twenty-five  years  in  this  County  : 

1st.  The  original  surveys  of  Townships  have  been 
very  imperfectly  performed;  in  some  instances  partially, 
and  in  others  no  Concession  or  Range  Lines  can  bo 
found. 

2d.  The  lines  of  those  Townships  which  have  been 
surveyed,  have  become  so  obscure,  that  no  person  but  a 
practised  hand  can  follow  or  discover  them. 

3d.  The  most  of  the  Posts  which  may  have  been 
placed,  have  disappeared  from  decay. 

4th.  The  roads  which  have  been  lately  made,  cannot  be 
reached  but  at  the  risk  of  life  and  limb,  and  destruction 
of  the  vehicle;  as  for  instance,  to  reach  the  Arthabaska 
and  Wotton  Roads  by  the  Gosford  or  Craig  Roads. 

5th.  The  Townships  in  this  County  are  not  connected 
by  good  and  sufficient  roads. 

6th.  Inefficiency  of  the  Road  Act-the  Municipal 
Act.  r 

7th.  Absence  of  Schools. 

8th.  Rural  Counties—their  interests  not  properly  re- 
presented in  Provincial  Parliament. 

Trusting  that  the  above  may  be  found  useful, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  the  most  profound  respect, 
Your  Obedt.  and  Humble  Servt., 

H.  G.  HALL, 
Prov.  Land  Surveyor. 
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Thursday  1th  August ',  I85L 

Thomas  Fortier,  Esquire,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Honorable  William  Robinson  called  in  and  ex- 
amined : — 

Have  you  ever  visited  the  road  called  the  "  Gentilly 
Road?" 

I  have.  In  September,  1847,  I  visited  and  examined 
the  various  roads  then  in  progress  of  construction  in  the 
Townships  of  Lower  Canada;  and  on  reference  to  my 
Journal,  kept  at  the  time,  I  find  the  following  entry : — 

"  Sept.  24th.— -Left  Stanfold,  6 J  P.M.,  for  Beeancoor 
River;  got  there — 9  miles — at  8 J  P.M.  Bridge  n: ::ch 
required  here  ;  river  four  feet  deep,  286  feet  wide ;  banks 
not  high ;  good  bottom.  Cost  of  bridge  about  £500. 
These  nine  miles  road  well  made  and  in  good  order  ;  other 
bridges  well  built. 

"  25th Left  at  6  A.M.  for  Gentilly ;  eight  miles;  want 

improving  very  much ;  greater  part  favorable  for  improve- 
ment; whole  could  be  done,  and  tap  drains  for  £1,000; 
and  the  road  would  pay  if  gates  were  put  on  ;  no  work 
so  much  needed  in  the  vicinity  as  this  road.  Two  bridges 
are  built  on  north  side  of  the  river. 

"  Road  from  Talbot's  to  Becancour,  twenty  miles,  very 
good  except  two  first  miles,  and  these  easily  made  good ; 
£300  would  put  these  twenty  miles  in  order  for  another 
gate,  and  it  would  pay  well " 
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Alfred  W.  Rich,  Esq.,  called  in  and  examined. 

(Same  questions  as  were  submitted  to  T.  Au  Lambert.) 

To  the  1st My  name  is  Alfred  William  Rich,  resi- 
dence the  City  of  Quebec,  my  profession  that  of  Advo- 
cate— in  addition  to  the  duties  of  which,  1  have,  for  the 
past  two  years,  added  those  of  a  Land  and  General 
Agency,  in  connexion  with  one  William  Newton,  Esq., 
now  at  Cobourg. 

To  the  2d — I  have  on  several  occasions  visited  the  Town- 
ships, travelling  over  and  passing  through  those  named  In- 
verness, Leeds,  Stanfold,  Maddington,  Somerset,  Artha- 
baska,  Warwick,  Kingsey,  Shipton,  Melbourne,  Durham, 
Drummondville,  Wendover,  Abbottsford,  Granby  and 
Shefford.  My  information  as  to  the  causes  preventing 
the  settlement  of  these  Townships  is,  however,  mainly 
derived  from  information  conveyed  to  me,  and  acquired 
during  the  period  of  my  management  of  a  Land  Agency 
office  in  the  City  of  Quebec,  established  with  the  special 
view  of  inducing  emigrants  and  others  to  locate  them- 
selves and  settle  on  lands  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  or 
rather  such  of  them  as  were  within  the  limits  of  the 
District  of  Quebec. 

To  the  3rd — The  roads  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  a 
very  indifferent  state  ;  indeed  I  may  say  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  main  roads — Craig's,  Granby,  and  the 
road  from  Nicolet  to  Melbourne,  via  LaBaie — they  are 
almost  impassable,  and  withal  so  indirect  in  their  course 
as  to  render  the  distance  to  be  travelled  in  gaining  a 
market-town,  from  any  one  given  point  in  the  Townships, 
nearly  one-third  more  than  necessary  to  gain  the  same 
town  if  the  roads  had  been  originally  laid  in  a  direct,  or 
in  as  nearly  a  direct  line  as  possible,  and  the  nature  of  the 
country  does  admit,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
main  roads  are  insufficiently  kept  in  repair,  and  mary  bye 
and  field  roads  take  off  the  travel  that  otherwise  must  of 
necessity  have  existed  on  the  main  or  trunk  lines. 

To  the  4th — Answered  in  part  by  my  answer  to  the 
third  question ;  in  addition  to  which  I  would  add,  the 
absence  of  unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants 
themselves,  and  the  paucity  in  number  of  actual  residents, 
as  also,  the  unequal  distribution  of  labor  on  existing  public 


142 

roads,  among  the  settlers  in  the  several  TWnships  re- 
spectively. 

To  the  5th. — I  am  not  prepared  to  venture  any  posi- 
tive opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  non-sufficiency  of  the 
present  Road  Law.  I  do  not,  however,  believe  that 
under  its  provisions  the  inhabitants  can  ever  succeed  in 
forming-  the  necessary  roads ;  because  no  permanent  or 
sufficient  interest  is  vested  in  or  given  to  the  several  offi- 
cers to  be  named  under  it,  to  see  that  its  provisions  be 
duly  carried  out,  to  counteract  the  effects  of  u  fear,  favor 
and  affection,"  which  must,  in  the  present  state  of  society, 
govern  officers  resident  in  the  locality  where  they  may  be 
called  on  to  exercise  their  powers,  and  especially  so  where, 
in  the  absence  of  a  remuneration  proportioned  to  the 
responsibilities  attaching  to  the  office,  as  in  the  present 
case,  the  duties  are  to  be  considered  rather  undertaken 
voluntarily  than  compulsorily. 

To  the  6th. — As  a  line  of  primary  importance,  my 
own  experience  leads  me  to  mention  the  opening  of  a 
grand  trunk  road  from  Point  Levi,  immediately  opposite 
the  City  of  Quebec,  (where  all  vessels  arriving  with  emi- 
grants, anchor,)  running  in  as  direct  a  line  as  possible 
through  the  County  of  Dorchester,  crossing  the  Chau- 
diere  river  by  bridge,  striking  the  line  of  division  between 
the  Townships  of  Nelson  and  Inverness,  thence  in  a  direct 
line  to  Melbourne,  having  Somerset,  Arthabaska,  War- 
wick, and  Kingsey  on  one  side ;  and  Halifax,  Chester, 
Tingwick  and  Shipton  on  the  other  side ;  and  I  am  led 
to  this  conclusion,  because  of  the  oft  repeated  objection, 
which  has  been  made  to  myself  personally  on  board  ves- 
sels in  the  harbor  of  Quebec  by  emigrants,  to  the  cost  and 
inconvenience  of  more  than  one  transhipment  attend 
ing  a  settlement  in  these  Townships,  proceeding  either 
via  St.  Nicholas,  Three  Rivers  or  Port  St.  Francis. 
I  would  also  suggest  the  opening  of  a  road  from  Bland- 
ford,  in  continuation  of  the  present  road  leading  from 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  to  Blandford,  thence  direct 
through  Bulstrode  or  Stanfold,  Warwick,  and  part  of 
Kingsey,  meeting  the  grand  Trunk  Road  above  referred 
to,  at  a  point  near  Melbourne.  The  Gosford  Road  it 
susceptible  of  good  repair  at  a  trifling  outlay,  and  the 
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route  is  advantageous.     From  Melbourne,  good  roads,  in 
an  almost  direct  line,  stretch  onwards  to  Frelighsburg,  arid 
thence  to  Lake  Champlain ;  these  yet  require,  however, 
some  considerable  outlay  for  macadamizing-,  to  render  them 
sufficiently  attractive  to  induce   Americans,  and  discon- 
tented British  immigrants  who   may  have  reached  Ver- 
mont, to  cross  the  borders  and  settle  in  these  Townships. 
The  road  from  Sherbrooke  to  some  point  on  the  frontier, 
in  Hereford,   is  also  worthy  of  mention  ;  and    I  would 
earnestly  suggest  the  putting  of  this  in  most  efficient  re- 
pair, as  forming  part  of  a  good  high  road  to  Boston,  and 
affording  great  inducement  to  Americans,  either  to  travel 
hither  via  that  rorte  on  pleasure,  or  to  effect  purchases  of 
wool,  grain  and  lumber,  to  be  had  in  such  abundance,  and 
for  which  the  Townships  have  little  or  no  present  avail- 
able market.     The  communication  opened  up  between 
Montreal  and  Sherbrooke,  by  means  of  the  railroad  in 
progress,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  advert  to  roads  in  that 
section;  especially   so,  since  there  are  good   roads  vid 
Longueuil,  Chambly,  and  Granby,  to  Sherbrooke,  and  to 
the  frontier    vid  Laprairie   and   St.  Johns    to    Rouse's 
Point,  on  one  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  to  Philips- 
burg,  Frelighsburg  and  Potton  on  the  other  ;  with  these 
main  roads,  the  settlement  of  the  Townships  would  ma- 
terially progress,  and  the  interchange  of  communication 
between  them  increase;  other  roads  being  of  secondary 
consideration  until  this  increase  has  resulted  in  a  large 
augmentation  of  the  population  of  the  entire  section  of 
country  to   which  your  inquiries  and  my  responses   are 
limited  on  the  present  occasion.     Before  concluding,  how- 
ever,   I  would  add  that  no  greater  benefit  could  accrue 
upon  a  small   outlay  than  that  which  would  attend   the 
immediate  foundation   of    good    macadamized   roads  as 
branches  of  the   Great  Trunk  Line  firstly  herein   men- 
tioned, connecting  with  Inverness,  Leeds,   Halifax  and 
Ireland,  and  thence  to  Tring-a  most  fertile  country,  and 
populated  by  a  most  hardy,  industrious  and  affectionately 
loyal  race  ;  these  suggestions  are  all,  however,  made  with 
the  utmost  deference. 

To  the  7th.—  I   cannot   conceive  a  more  feasible  plan 
than   the  imposition  of  a  moderate   tax  on   lands  in  the 
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Townships,  proportioned  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  by 
the  residents  on  the  line  and  several  lines  of  road,  adding 
thereto  one-third  more  tax  on  all  lands  belonging  to  non- 
residents and  unoccupied,  as  also  on  all  lots  on  which  the 
proprietors,  although  residents,  may  not  have  effected  any 
improvements. 

To  the  8th — I  am  of  opinion  that  among  the  causes  to 
which  may  be  attributed  the  non-settlement  of  the  larger 
portion  of  these  Townships,  may  be  enumerated  the  fol- 
lowing : — the  absence  of  good  roads ;  the  want  of  direct 
routes  to  their  centre  from  the  ports  of  Quebec,  Port 
St.  Francis,  and  Sorel ;  the  necessity  of  frequent  tran- 
shipments in  proceeding  thither ;  the  expense  of  transport 
thither,  vast  and  inconvenient  in  proportion  to  that  of 
proceeding  by  water  to  the  Upper  Province ;  the  untimely 
hour  at  which  boats  and  steamers  arrive  at  Port  St.  Francis ; 
the  absence  of  any  direct,  good  and  speedy  means  of  com- 
munication to  or  with  any  one  of  them,  having  a  terminus 
at  Point  Levi,  immediately  opposite  Quebec;  the  un- 
ceasing and  untiring  activity  of  steamboat  employees 
engaged  and  interested  in  securing  their  transport  west- 
ward ;  the  ignorance  of  the  people  at  large,  of  the  capa- 
bilities and  climate  of  this  country ;  and  lastly,  the  non- 
employment  of  any  agent,  either  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  the  British  American  Land  Company,  or 
even  of  individuals  in  promoting  emigration  thither,  to 
which  I  may  add,  the  oft  repeated  assertions  of  interested 
persons,  in  representing  the  Townships  as  a  barren,  un- 
productive and  unhealthy  tract  of  country,  wholly  unsuited 
to  agriculturists. 

To  the  9th. — Answered  by  my  answer  to  the  seventh 
question. 

To  the  10th. — I  would  suggest  the  naming  of  an  officer 
or  officers  in  the  several  sections  of  the  Townships,  with 
power  to  levy  such  tax  by  the  sale  of  portions  of  the 
several  lots  on  which  taxes  might  remain  unpaid  for  a 
a  longer  period  than  one  year ;  that  the  tax  should  not 
exceed  two  pence  per  acre  on  wild  lands,  and  the  lands 
of  non-residents,  as  also  on  the  lands  of  resident  proprie- 
tors holding  more  than  one  lot,  (200  acresj  and  on  which 
they  had  effected  no  improvement ;  and  that  the  tax  on 
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the  lauds  held  by  residents,  aud  even  non-residents,  who 
had  effected  clearances  and  were  improving  the  soil, 
should  not  exceed  one  penny  per  acre  ;  such  officer  and 
officers  accounting  to  the  Government  for  all  monies  col- 
lected in  virtue  of  their  office. 

To  the  11th I  cannot,  having  none  under  my  control. 

To  the  12th. — I  cannot,  having  none  at  command. 

To  the  13th I  am  not  possessed  of  the  requisite  in- 
formation to  enable  me  to  answer  this  question. 

To  the  14th It  is  to  my  knowledge  that  two  farmers 

abandoned  their  farms,  situate  in  the  Township  of  War- 
wick, one  in  the  Township  of  Ireland,  three  in  Stanfold, 
and  one  in  Maddington.  Others  have  left  the  Eastern 
Townships,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  but  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact ;  the  causes  assigned  were  in  all 
instances  the  difficulty  of  getting  produce  to  market,  bad 
roads,  and  the  length  of  time  necessary  to  spend  on  the 
route,  causing  great  loss  to  them  as  agriculturists.  I 
would  add,  that  a  great  number  of  proprietors  of  lands, 
wild  and  cleared,  in  the  several  Townships  of  Leeds,  Inver- 
ness, Ireland,  Stanfold,  Maddington,  Warwick,  Blandford, 
and  Somerset,  and  one  in  Shipton,  gave  instructions  to 
me  during  the  past  two  seasons,  in  my  capacity  of  Land 
Agent,  to  effect  sales  of  their  properties;  the  causes 
assigned  for  selling  were  in  all  cases  as  above ;  and  I  was 
informed  by  many,  that  although  they  had  abundance  of 
produce  and  stock,  yet  they  had  invariably  to  incur  losses 
by  taking  the  same  to  the  market  towns  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  consequent  on  the  delay  occasioned  by  bad 
roads,  and  the  distance  to  be  travelled  ere  they  reached 
the  cities ;  that,  moreover,  they  annually  burnt  large 
quantities  of  firewood,  having  no  sale  for  it.  The  farmers 
[  allude  to  above,  as  having  abandoned  their  farms,  all 
proceeded  westward,  and  are  now  located  in  this  part  of 
the  Province. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  W.  RICH. 
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